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BOSTON, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1850. 



DEVELOPMENT OP 

THE CONSPIRACY 

To Destroy the Character 

OF 

ELDER J. V. HIMES, 

AND TO WREST FP.Om HIM THE " ADVENT HERALD," 

This is fully shown in a pamphlet of 135 
pages, which has long been promised, and pur- 
ports to have emanated from the Chardon-street 
Church, which is a gross deception on the face 
of it— it having come from some disaffected 
persons, who have gone out from that Church, 
and who meet in "Cochituate Hall." The 
developments, contradictions, and evidence of 
the existence of those " Secret Workings," will 
be duly considered. 

This extended pamphlet, entitled : " The 
Trial of Eld J. V. Himes before the Chardon-st. 
Church, together with a vindication of the course 
taken by Prof. J. P. Weethee and Elder George 
Needham, relative to the late difficulties," as 
before announced, is now published. It is the 
last act in the persevering crusade against my 
reputation, and yet its authors had not the cour- 
tesy to send me a copy, but denied me the pos- 
session of one, till others should be first sup 
plied. Money was deposited with them for two 
copies as early as Monday, when others were 
receiving, and yet I was not permitted to receive 
them till Wednesday night, when it would have 
been too late to have noticed it in the paper of 
that week, had not one been obtained by the 
kindness of a friend. 

Were all its readers familiar with the detail 
of all matters therein referred to, it would not 
be necessary to make any farther allusion to it ; 
it would be its own sufficient refutation. Or 
had all the brethren and sisters been present at 
the meetings of the Conference in the spring 
and summer, they would only need to read the 
sneers in it, made against them, the slurs cast 
on them, the disrespectful and unkind insinua- 
tions uttered respecting them, and the contempt 
heaped on them, to be able to judge correctly of 
its spirit, and to make due allowance for all the 
statements therein contained. But as there are 
many worthy friends scattered all over the land, 
who may honestly suppose the statements are 
correct until their minds are disabused, it will 
not be dealing justly, in the eye of God, to leave 
them deceived, without placing within their 
reach the materials for a righteous judsrnent in 
the case. 

The pamphlet contains much irrelevant mat- 
ter, and many collateral issues not material to 
the case. They will be noticed when necessary ; 
but the main point will be the one to which at- 
tention is principally directed,- — viz. : the plot- 
to effect my destruction, and wrest from me the 
proprietorship of the " Advent Herald," 

The pamphlet commences with a narration of 
the private history of Eld, J. P, Weethee. It does 
not differ materially from that which was writ- 
ten for the " Advent Herald " by himself, and 
published as editorial in the number of Sept, 
23, 1848. 

The first that we knew of him was bv a letter 
received from him in the fall of 1842, and 
signed as President of Beverly College, Beverly,, 
Ohio. Of the standing of that institution we 
knew, and now know, nothing ; but as he wished 
Bro. Bliss to say nothing of that institution, 
and only refer to his connection with Madison 
College, when Bro. B. was about to introduce 
him to the librarian at Harvard University, 
Cambridge, the inference is that the latter* was 



* A committee having been appointed by the Prot- 
estant Methodist Church to inquire into the condition 
of" Madison College, one of its members thus reports : 
Uniontown (Pa.), August, 1850. 

" The College has not now any Faculty but a 

Latin School only is kept in it, by the Messrs. 
Lyon. It was incorporated in 1826, by the Legisla- 
ture of this State, and a grant made to it of $3000 
and subsequently Mr. Madison (after whom it is 
named) bequeathed to it $1000. In 1826, it was un- 
der the patronage of the Methodist Episcopal Church ; 
but Mr. Bascom, (now Bishop,) its President, and 



superior to it. All that I know of his personal 
history has been received from himself. And 
here I would take occasion to disavow any dis- 
respectful allusions to his acquirements, or stig- 
ma on his past history whatever. I have no 
occasion to detract from any laurels he may 
have earned, and have not thought of doing so. 
Others have called his scholarship in question, 
I have not : the greater the man, the greater is 
the wonder at his present position. Eld. Need- 
ham, in what is called his "plea," page 110, 
represents me as denying him " education 
enough to fill a Professor's chair," and asserts 
that 1 " held up a hand-bill having on it ' Prof. 
Weethee,' and sneeringly pronounced Professor 
Weethee," and goes on to show his degrees, 
&c, from which it appears (page 94) that he, 
with a class of three others, graduated in 1832, 
with the degree of A. B. at the Ohio University, 
and in 1835 with sixteen others was made an 
M. A. by the same institution — a degree con- 
ferred on students three years after they gradu- 
ate. Now I never thought of sneering at the 
word Professor, but having never heard of it 
before in connection with his name, — and there 
being no mention of it in the account he gave, 
at my request, of his former standing and hon- 
ors, in the " Herald " referred to, — I marveled 
that he should have substituted it for that of 
President, which he had previously used — taking 
a lower for a higher title. By his own statement 
it appears that, from being unable " to read ac- 
curately, and unaccustomed to society," he 
"completed a six years' course in four years and 
a half," and then after studying medicine two 
years, was elected, at the age of twenty-two, 
President of Madison College in Pennsylvania, 
and ex-officio Professor.* Instead of detracting 
from him any merit, I would extend to him the 
full meed of praise. Indeed, most persons would 
have had to study three years before they could 
have been admitted to a New England College ; 
and few persons would have been elevated at so 
young an age to the office of President of an 
institution of celebrity. Because others choose 
to call in question his scholarship, I am not to 
be held responsible for that, and why he goes 
into those matters here 1 am unable to divine, 
unless he conceived it a fit opportunity to pub- 
lish to the world his achievements in the fields 
of science. 

As his past history is unquestioned by me, a 
certificate of his conduct while in Cincinnati, 
where I first recommended him to the Advent- 
ists, which he gives on page 3, needs no formal 
notice here. 

On p. 5, he reveals the first insight into the 
origin of his present state of mind. In the win- 
ter of 1847-8, he wrote " twenty-two numbers on 
the 'Fourth Monarchy,' for the writing of which 
he received nothing," and " looked from week 
to week for some editorial remark," respecting 
the views advocated, " but nothing appeared." 
It seems that his spirit was grieved at this neg- 
lect, that he conceived himself slighted respect- 
ing his articles, and not remunerated for them. 
There was no disposition to slight him, but 
there was every motive to secure his friendship. 
It is not however deemed proper by the con- 
ductors of the "Herald" to eulogise a man or 
his works above what they consider their just 
merits. Those articles were not regarded as 
sound in the position taken, and were published 
at his request, no objection being made to their 
publication. With regard to remuneration, he 
of course received nothing but the gratification 
of seeing his views in print, and the privilege 
of spreading them before the readers of the 
" Herald " for their adoption or rejection. Nor 
was he charged t anything for their insertion. 



some of the Professors becoming in favor -of lay 
representation in the Church polity, the then Bis- 
hops put their feet upon it and broke it up. It then 
fell into the hands of the Cumberland Presbyterians, 
who being unable to sustain a College here, gave it up, 
and it is now for the acceptance of our Church." 

* In the smaller Colleges the President has to 
teach, and hear recitations, and is a Professor by vir- 
tue of his office. 

f Others have taken pay for less matter under simi- 
lar circumstances. — Inquire of Bro. Gross. 



His next complaint is, that his " Armaged- 
don " was not noticed for " three weeks " from 
the time it was sent from Ohio to Boston, 
and then " a short editorial appears — ' pleased 
with the style and with some of the ideas, but 
from others we are obliged to dissent,' Not a 
word said as to what was approved or con- 
demned. No extract appeared," &c. — p. 5. 

Here was felt slight No. 2. It was, however, 
regarded as the most respectful way o( express- 
ing dissent from it, without paining him with 
direct opposition. There has been no cause 
seen since for approving it, or need for reviewing 
it. Its author had opportunity himself to speak 
of it under the editorial head, and did so accord- 
ing to his discretion. (See " Herald " of Aug. 
11th, 1849.) The sensitiveness here exhibited, 
gives much insight into what was dark and 
mysterious in this business. It shows how 

" Trifles light as air" 

have been in his mind, 

" Confirmation strong as Holy Writ," 
in giving shape to the conceptions of his jealous 
imagination, beyond his own consciousness of 
so doing. It explains how he has been enabled 
to magnify mole hills until they have loomed 
up before him mountain high. Had we known 
his sensitiveness in this respect, it might have 
been guarded against by a due mixture of praise. 
We did not look for such a foible in a man 
coming from so distinguished a position. 

As on pp. 7 and 10 he complains bitterly of a 
want of remuneration for the edition of this work 
— published by me after he had published it at 
the West, and circulated it all over the coun- 
try, — it may be as well here to state, that he is 
entirely mistaken with regard to the 10 per 
cent, when he says, " I understood him to say 
(and of which I feel sure) that he would do with 
me as with others ; and from my recollection 
that was stated to be 10 per cent." Nothing 
was said of ihe per centage — no per centage 
having been paid to any one, and he has been 
remunerated equally with others. When he 
first manifested disappointment in the sum re- 
ceived, he was told to make out the amount of his 
claim and he should be satisfied in full. He has 
been frequently urged to this, but acknowledges 
on p. 11 that he refused to take anything, hav- 
ing preferred to lay it aside to be added to 
his other matters of grief. On p. 22 he com- 
plains that he has " received only a part of the 
one hundred copies " that were put to his credit, 
"and have sold only four copies." It is his 
own neglect that he had not received them, they 
are on the shelf waiting his order. We attach 
no blame to him for his want of success in sell- 
ing. 

Eld. W. next complains that on his return to 
Cincinnati, from his visit East, in the fall of 
'48, that his receipts had fallen short of his ex- 
penses "about twenty dollars" — p. 6 ; whereas 
he claims that I had agreed to bear his expenses, 
but confesses on p. 11, that on this same visit 
he " refused to suffer the Hester-street Church 
to lift a collection for him. I never thought of 
paying all his expenses in addition to all his re- 
ceipts. If they were not met, it was because 
he never made me acquainted with that fact. — 
Had he done so, the next mail would have re- 
turned to him whatever he lacked. He was at 
fault, if dissatisfied, in not making a manly 
statement of his deficit, if he has been brooding 
over it all this time. If he only mentions it, 
as he states, for the purpose of correcting a re- 
mark which he puts into my mouth, and which 
I never made, that he " fleeced the churches," 
then he is more at fault still, and is deserving 
of censure for opening his ears to all the gossip 
that is afloat, without first inquiring whether 
such words had been used. They were doubt- 
less carried to him by the person w-ho brought 
the claim from him that he should have had his 
expenses paid, and what the churches gave him 
besides. From his statement it does not ap- 
pear that the churches gave him anything, — 
Bro. Robinson says : 

" It was I who proposed the contribution for 
Mr. Weethee on his return from the East to 
Cincinnati, and which he declined, saying, they 
had done so liberally before, that it was enough ! 



I afterward asked one of the deacons about it, 
and he stated they raised before, some $20 or 
$25." 

His next complaint is, that on his second visit 
to Boston, he was here eleven weeks — six of 
which his board was given him — "lonely, with- 
out a companion, in the midst of the frozen 
manners of Boston," often thinking " of the land 
I had left," before he received any pay for his 
services — although he confesses that he had at 
this time $23, above what he had withdrawn, 
on deposite at the " Herald " office, and that he 
was indebted to my exertions, on my return, for 
calling the attention of brethren to his wants, 
by which he received what be confesses he ac- 
knowledged was satisfactory to him! In this 
connection he complains that I have not paid 
to the sociecty — i. e., to his portion of them — 
$15, which I subscribed at that time ; but makes 
no allusion to the fact, that I afterwards made no 
demand for bills to the amount of $405 79 that 
I had paid for them ; and that I have received not 
one penny of them for their portion of the rent 
of the Chapel for the last quarter occupied by 
the Church, which they claim to be, nor of my 
offer to offset that subscription against all that 
might be justly due from their portion of the 
Society — leaving the remaining $85 to be paid 
by the Church and Society that remain. These 
garbled statements and half-way inuendoes are 
what mislead. 

He then alludes to his great services in the 
"Herald" office — his spending " nearly one third 
of my time in writing for the 'Herald,'" for 
which, with his preaching, making "double du- 
ties," he expected a support. It was his own 
proposition to write. No one was more pleased 
than himself at the idea of having his Sunday 
Lecture before the Chardon-street Church, ap- 
pear in the following number of the " Herald," 
each week — a privilege which could be granted 
to but few, and a prominence which others might 
covet. Many of them, however, were neither 
written in full originally for the purpose, nor 
preached new in the Chapel — large portions of 
them being set up by the printer from a book of 
old MSS. in his possession, and another large 
portion being copied from printed books to 
which he made reference. When his dissatis- 
faction in pecuniary matters was discovered, he 
was ur^ed to name the sum he claimed, and he 
should have been remunerated to his heart's con- 
tent, if that were possible; but rather than do 
so, he prefers to make it still a matter of com- 
plaint. And yet, on p. 22 he confesses that 
when I forced $25 on him for such services, that 
he said, " I did not ask anything," but he " kept 
it," lest I " should be offended." Much that 
he wrote, during this time in the " Herald " 
office, is still in his own possession — having 
never been used. 

On p. 6 he mentions a carpet-bag I gave him, 
but makes no allusion to a copy of the " English- 
man's Greek Concordance " I presented him, to 
papers to the amount of $15 sent to his friends 
by his direction ; or to $6 he borrowed at the 
office in my absence for the Society, with which 
to assist a poor family, which he said he would 
see was paid by a collection, but which he has 
not mentioned since,— in all more than $25. We 
should not think of mentioning such pitiful 
things did not his own allusions make it neces- 
sary. 

On p. 10 he speaks of becoming my pastor. 
He says: "I say nominally, for no man in his 
sober senses could view it in any other light. — 
What ! I the pastor of an Archbishop ?" This 
will pass for what it is worth. It compares very 
well with what he says elsewhere about "a pri- 
vate member rising up against his minister." 

He next complains that 1 broke the seal of a 
letter directed by him to his wife. — p. 12. The 
letter was written by him when holding his 
meetings with Bro, Bobinson in New York. — 
We were expecting a line from him respecting 
his success there, for the " Hera d," for that 
week. On the last day before going to press a 
letter came to his wife, and supposing it en- 
closed a note for the paper, I hastened to find 
her, to get; what might be for the " Herald."— 
She was not at home ; 1 therefore opened the 
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letter to get the note, if enclosed, but finding 
no separate note for me, put the letter into her 
hands on her return unread, with a statement 
of the reason, which she. said was "all right." 
And he never mentioned it to me, but has re- 
ported it extensively behind my back, and now 
tells it, not to me privately — not before two or 
three— not to the Church — but to the world. I 
did what confidential friends will do. Had 
there been a line for the " Herald " and it had 
not been inserted, there might have been ano- 
ther complaint of neglect ! Why was it not his 
pleasure to give the real reason, instead of the 
one he has made ? 

He says on the same page : " It caused me to 
direct the postmaster to leave my letters in the 
general delivery." The reader will remember 
that this was in February. Yet his letters came 
into my box till June 4th, when having heard 
that he had complained of the above, handing 
him a letter I had received, I told him he would 
henceforth find his letters in the General Deliv- 
ery, and directed at the Post-office accordingly. 

On p. 13 he has given his usual history of 
things. He makes me say that when there was 
about a $100 due him, that "Weethee had no 
need of money." If he does not know, he could 
easily have learned, that this also is a misrepre- 
sentation, I did not say he had no need of 
money. I stated that he had no financial res- 
possibilities, as some of us had, that I had done 
all I ought to do, having to pay at least $400 
for the year; and I thought as he had not built 
up the Society, and our receipts had fallen off 
about one quarter since he had been among us, 
that under these circumstances, he ought to 
consider the poverty of the brethren, who were 
doing all they were able to do, and give them 
some consideration. 

He suddenly stopped writing. We could 
not account for it at the time. He told us then 
that it was because his health would not per- 
mit ; but now it seems the cause was : " I consid- 
ered my services slighted, and myself insulted." 
Some folks are very easily disconcerted — you 
know not how to please them. Cowper says : 

" Some fretful tempers wince at every touch, 
You always do too little or too much. 
You speak with life in hopes to entertain : 
Your elevated voice goes through the brain ! 
You fall at once into a lower key : 
That's worse — the drone pipe of an humble bee ! 
The southern sash admits too strong a light ! 
You rise and drop the curtain : now 'tis night ! 
He shakes with cold — you stir the fire and strive 
To make a blaze — that's roasting him alive. 
Serve him with venison, and he chooses fish ; 
With sole — that's just the sort he would not wish." 

Nothing, as it now comes out, has been satis- 
factory to him. " His only pleasure," seems to 
have been " to be displeased." When all con- 
cerned supposed they were conducting towards 
him with due deference, it after all came short 
of the " respect " claimed. When all supposed 
they were conducting towards him with due 
decorum, he felt insulted. We regret the sen- 
sitiveness which has made him liable to such 
affliction. 

But then he regarded me responsible for his 
support! Indeed! This then explains what 
he said in reply to information that the 
pecuniary strength of the Society was decaying 
under his labors — that the office was good to 
the amount of his salary ! Before he came I 
gave him my opinion, that he would find no 
difficulty in sustaining himself here — supposing 
that he would build us up. But I gave him no 
intimation that I would do more than give him 
my whole-hearted support, and which I did. 
When I, to my surprise, learned that he was 
looking to me for the payment of his salary, is 
it strange that 1 should say, " If I have to do it, 
I wish to know it ?" or that I should feel it 
necessary to be relieved in future from such 
an understanding. 

On page 14, he makes me say, that " unless 
the rent is paid, Weethee sha'n't preach in the 
house." This is another misrepresentation. A 
brother was writing a subscription, to be signed 
by those agreeing to pay the salary of Mr. 
Weethee, without making any provision for the 
rent. I told him that both ought to be included. 
Out of this the above report was made. It was 
explained at the time, but is now reiterated not- 
withstanding the correction. On the same day he 
makes me say, " Well, if Bro. Weethee has to go, 
[i. e. to New York,] I can pay the rent and preach 
lor nothing, as I have done," followed by Bro. 
Hamblin's reply : " It would be no use for you to 
attempt it, for you cannot keep up the congrega- 
tion." The size of the congregation while Eld. 
W. was pastor, compared with what it was before 
he came t and what it has been since he left, is 
the best commentary on that. 

On page 14, he says of me, " He has stated 
that his travelling and visiting the churches 
were worth to him $1500 per year." I said that 
it would make a difference in the business of my 
office of about $1500 a year, whether I was 
confined at home, or went abroad to promote 
the interest of the cause by public lectures, to 
make sales for publications, get subscribers for 
the " Herald," &c, all of which is true. The 
taunt of Mr. W. may go for what it is worth. 
Were I cut off from such resources, I should 




not have the means to distribute publications, 
meet the expenses of the office, and give to the 
support of the Society in Chardon-street, as I 
have done. Instead of its being so much out of 
their pocket, it enabled me to put into the Treas- 
ury of the Society. 

On page 15, he says, "A coed bill amounting 
to 125 dollars was presented by Mr. Himes." 

The facts are these. No coal had been pro- 
vided by the Church and Society for their use 
during the season, but they had burned from 
my own coal. The coal, with expenses in 
repairing stoves, make $13 — which I carried 
in and gave them, with other expenses I had 
been to, making in all, for the year, over $400. 
So much for the coal falsehood, which if not 
the blackest, is because the others are equally 
exaggerated. (See Society's report.) 

On page 16, he complains that Bro. Bliss, 
who resides in Roxbury, Bro. Apolonio, who 
resides in South Boston, attend meetings where 
our views are not treated respectfully, instead 
of walking in (the former three and three-fourths 
of a mile) or patronizing a public conveyance 
on the Sabbath! to attend the Chapel. It is 
well known that all over the land there are 
brethren so situated in respect to their families, 
and in other ways, as to make it justifiable for 
them to attend elsewhere, when they would 
prefer attending an Advent Church. These 
brethren do not go where the doctrine of the 
Advent is ridiculed or opposed, or where Chris- 
tian sympathy or respect is withheld from its 
advocates. Reasons which are known to many, 
and are satisfactory to our Advent friends, govern 
them in their course. Recent developments do 
not cause them to regret that they have not re- 
ceived spiritual instructions through his instru- 
mentality. 

In the same connection he complains that a 
Catholic has been employed in the office. Do 
none of our friends, or those who complain, em- 
ploy Catholics in their families, or persons of a 
different church with themselves ? Do not all 
benevolent Societies do the same ? When he 
thus complains, he causes me to wonder that he 
does not include my tailor, shoemaker, grocer, 
paper maker, stereotype founder, &c. I employ 
those to do the work I wish done, who are able 
and willing to do it in the manner that is most 
in accordance with my judgment. If a man 
shows his competency and faithfulness, I am 
not such a bigot as to require him to think with 
me on all points, on pain of having no dealings 
with him. Had I pursued that course, I should 
have been where some of these good friends are 
so much afflicted in having failed to place me. 

This brings the question to a point where 
considerable light is shed on subsequent devel- 
opments. Elder W. had importuned me to dis- 
place Bro. Bliss. He did not say in so many 
words that he wished for his situation. I frankly 
stated to Elder W. that the services of Bro. B" 
were invaluable to the cause, that he was ever 
ready, by day or by night, to devote him- 
self to its service, that he had shown his 
ability, integrity, and devotedness to the doc- 
trine of the Advent, and that I did not know 
of those who could take his place, and be of 
the same benefit to the cause. When I thus 
stated, I saw that his vanity was affected, but 
as Bro. B. had ever spoken with kindness and 
respect of Elder W., I thought 1 would not mar 
their intercourse by mentioning to him the move- 
ment made against him, and he knew nothing 
of it till long subsequently. 

With my refusal to displace Bro. B., Elder 
W. ceased to hold any friendly conversation 
with me respecting the interests of the cause. 
I saw that something was on foot, but could not 
divine what, until a visit of Bro. Pearson, on 
the Saturday previous to the New York Con- 
ference. Subsequent developments have shown 
that, finding I was not sufficiently supple to yield 
to his dictation respecting the persons employed 
in my office, the next object was to effect their 
removal by destroying my own connection with 
the " Herald." He now attempts to apologise 
for this, by saying (page 4), " I always regarded 
the property belonging to the " Herald " office 
as strictly the property of the Advent body, and 
subject to its control." Yet he was going to 
hold me personally responsible for the payment 
of his salary from this public fund ! — page 13. 
On page 87, he says he "had, until recently, 
been under the impression that all tracts dis- 
tributed at tent and other meetings, were dona- 
tions from Elder Himes ;" but on page 10 he 
says, " I was willing to do anything for the 
1 cause,' not then [i. e. " the last of February,"] 
suspecting that it was all in fact the private 
property of J. V. Himes." Which statement 
shall we believe ? To make consistent mis- 
statements requires a good memory. — See Elder 
N. on " Short Memory," p. 108." Did he not 
know better? He had read the following 
from the pen of Bro. Litch, in the " Shield," 
published in 1844, pages 58, 59, and 85 : 

" At this juncture, when the storm of oppo- 
sition grew heavy, the providence of God raised 
up a man for this work also. That unwearied 
friend of this cause, J. V. Himes, who has so 
nobly stood in the front of the hosts and the 
hottest of the fire, came forward and threw 



himself into the enterprise, to make up the 
breach. On the 20th of March, 1840, without 
money, patrons, or scarcely friends, he issued 
the first number of the " Signs of the Times." 
The appearance of that sheet was hailed with 
joy by many a longing heart, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel. The paper was sustained 
for the first year at a considerable expense to the 
editor, besides his own unrequited toil.* As 
might be expected, the enemies of the cause 
were greatly discommoded by the appearance of 
such a weapon, both offensive and defensive. — 
Nothingwhicha heart surcharged with gall could 
invent, or tongue of envy utter, was left unsaid 
or unwritten against the editor. But his lan- 
guage was, None of these things move me. 
He was sufficiently convinced of the truth of 
the doctrine to know that it was worthy, at least, 
of a full and candid investigation, and this he 
determined it should have, so far as he was able 
to gain thus much for it." * * * 

"A few words respecting that faithful and 
devoted friend of the cause of Adventism, J. V. 
Himes, must close this part of the present 
work. 

" From the position he has occupied in the 
front of the battle, the most deadly shafts of the 
enemy have been aimed at him. The generous 
spirit of self-sacrifice, with which he came for- 
ward and exerted every nerve for the advance- 
ment of this great work, excited at once the 
envy, the wrath, the anger, and calumny of the 
whole host of foes to the doctrine. And no 
means which could be devised to blast his in- 
fluence have been wanting from that to the 
present time. But, through grace, he has thus 
far triumphed. 

" From the commencement of his course as an 
advocate of this cause, the writer has been on 
terms of intimacy with him, and has known his 
whole course, and feels it to be a great pleasure 
to say, that a more noble-hearted, generous, and 
self-denying man never engaged in any enter- 
prise. That the Advent book establishment has 
yielded profits which might have enriched him, 
is true ; but that it has done this, is utterly false 
and groundless. The funds which have accrued 
from the sale of books, have been appropriated 
to the advancement of the work ot God, the 
spreading of the glad tidings of his kingdom. 

"The labors and fatigues he has endured in 
the work which has engrossed his attention, are 
too well known to require repetition here. No 
man can be found whose labors have been more 
abundant and arduous than his. 
" When this work first began, it was a question 
of expediency whether the book business should 
be made public stock, or remain in his hands. 
Advisers were then few, and the decision was, 
that it would be best for the cause, produce less 
difficulty and strife, besides expediting the great 
object we had in view, to have it in the hands 
of some individual as his private property, to 
dispose of the whole as he had judged best. 
With the wisdom of that decision, the writer is 
more and more satisfied every successive day. 
That the funds could have been better appro- 
priated, or indeed more satisfactorily, by any 
association or committee which could have been 
created, I do not believe. 

"I believe the Providence of God raised up J. 
V. Himes as an associate and fellow-helper of Mr. 
Miller, in the great work of arousing the church 
and the world to prepare for the coming of the 
Lord ; and that he has performed the work with 
fidelity to God and man, and honor to himself." 

That Elder W. had read the above is evident 
from an article in the " Herald " of Sept. 29, 
1849, entitled " Chardon-street Lectures No. 14, 
by J. P. Weethee," which is mostly made up 
from it, and much of the language copied with- 
out any credit to Bro. Litch, and in which he 
says : " ' Signs of the Times ' commenced March 
20th. Without money, patrons, and with friends 
few and scattered, Mr. Himes began the pub- 
lication of a paper with the title above named," 
&c. 

Well, forgetting this, he commences the work 
of producing disaffection. When I received the 
first intimation of this, by the kind office of 
Bro. Pearson, I gave, in the " Herald " of May 
18, the article entitled " More Secret Work- 
ings." 

This article was thrown out to cause the 
movers in the plot to develope themselves. It 
has now produced the desired effect. On its 
appearance, Elder Weethee told Brn. Osier, 
Jones, and C. B. Turner, on board the steam- 
boat Empire State, that he was the one referred 
to in it. Elder N. told Bro. Wetherbee, of Wor- 
cester, that that article meant him and Mr. Wee- 
thee. When they came to the Boston Con- 
ference the week following, they both denied 
that they had made any attempt on Mr. Himes' 
character, claimed to be persecuted by that ar- 
ticle, and innocent of any imputations in it. — 
Bro. Mills told Bro. Osier that he knew that 
Mr. Weethee had not thought of hurting a hair 
of Bro. Himes' head ; for he (W.) had told him 
so. Messrs. Weethee, Wood, Young, Harnblin, 
and others, whose names appear in the pamphlet, 



* He paid Dow & Jackson $100 that year, besides 
his own labor, and the expenses of postage and edi- 
torial help in his absence. — Ed. 



arose in the Conference and affirmed that they 
severally knew nothing against the character 
of Mr. Himes, as those present well remember. 
And Mr. Weethee's friends in the Chardon- 
street Church passed the following resolution, 
written by himself on the evening of June 20th : 
"Whereas it is the duty of every Church to 
defend the character of their pastor when as- 
sailed, that his instructions may be attended by 
the Divine blessing and heard without unwar- 
ranted prejudice; and whereas J. P. Weethee, 
who has been our pastor for the last year, came 
a stranger to labor with us, yet with a character 
unblemished; and whereas he is now suffering 
(as he considers) under severe charges or ac- 
cusations made against him by a member with 
us, and by the same circulated privately and in 
a very public manner through the columns of 
the Advent " Herald," of May 18th, thereby in- 
flicting upon the same, in his estimation, a very 
serious injury ; and w r hereas the aforesaid 
pastor has made known the same to the Church, 
requesting them to act fn this matter as the de- 
fendants of his character : 

" Therefore, Resolved, that in the opinion of 
this Church, the article in the " Advent Herald" 
of May 18th, headed "More Secret Workings," 
which appears over the signature of J, V. Himes, 
does contain charges of a serious nature against 
some person or persons, and that there is suffi- 
cient evidence that the author of said article 
did consider J. P. Weethee, the Pastor of the 
Church aforesaid, as one of the principal persons 
therein intended." 

On the falsity of the intimations in the afore- 
said article they rested their plea for sympathy 
as the persecuted ones, and the wrongly accused. 
On that ground their present friends rallied 
around them, confessing at the time that should 
they see evidence of such a plot, they promptly 
should leave him. When the confession of Mr. 
Judson, that Mr. Himes' character was to be 
called in question, was stated by Bro. Osier in 
the Conference, Elders W. and N. both dis- 
avowed at the time any such thing — denying 
that it was any part of their arrangement. Elder 
W. stated in Church meeting, that previous to 
the New York Conference he had never written 
to any one, or told any one anything against the 
character of Mr. Himes. Now they come out 
in their pamphlet, and unblushingly show how 
they had been for weeks concerned in the very 
business they so strongly denied. The pamphlet 
itself is a sufficient proof of this. Other testi- 
mony is at hand. It being connected with the 
appointment of a committee by 

The Class for Mutual Improvement, 
it may be proper to refer to the origin of that 
Class. It was commenced with a request from 
Brn. Daniels, that a class be formed to receive 
instruction from Elder W. in those branches of 
study, with which from his former position he 
was presumed to be familiar. It is needless 
here to speak of the disappointment of the Class 
in the amount of instruction which he commu- 
nicated. At its meeting on the 1st of April, it 
was thought inexpedient to continue its meetings 
through the summer. S. Bliss inquired whe- 
ther the Class should adjourn sine die, or over 
to a given time. He did not make a motion to 
that effect, as is asserted on p. 17 ; but made the 
motion to meet at the call of its President when 
a suitable time should arrive, which was carried. 
At this meeting Messrs. Weethee, Judson, and 
Needham were appointed a committee, the de- 
sign of which, with the opinion of the members 
of the Class respecting their duties, will appear 
by the following document : — 

Boston, June 25th, 1850. 
In obedience to a call for a meeting given in 
the " Herald " of the 22d, the following was 
signed by the members : — 

" Whereas, at the last meeting of the Class 
for Mutual Improvement, April 1st, 1850, it 
was adjourned to meet at the call of the Presi- 
dent; and whereas a request for a meeting of 
the Class — signed by J. Pearson, Jr., L. Osier, 
W. Burnham, J. Daniels, G. H. Childs, S. Bliss, 
A. Hale, and O. R. Fassett — has been in the 
hands of the President since Tuesday evening 
the 4th inst. — put into his hands by Bro. S. 
Bliss, without the Class being yet called toge- 
ther; and whereasa meeting of the Class called 
in any other manner would be informal ; there- 
fore the Class can give no expression of opinion, 
as a Class, excepting in an individual manner. 
And further, 

"Whereas, at the last meeting of the Class 
Brn. J. P. Weethee, L. P. Judson, and George 
Needham, were appointed ' a committee to con- 
sider the objects of this Class, and report to the 
Spring Conferences the system of operations 
best adapted in their judgment to meet the exi- 
gences of the case, and carry out the object of 
the Class.' And, 

"Whereas the only design of the Class is ex- 
pressed on the records of its first meeting, Dec. 
18th, 1849, as follows :— 

" ' Our design is to gain a more thorough ac- 
quaintance with the Scriptures, and to improve 
ourselves in those branches of knowledge which 
will enable us rightly to divide and illustrate 
the word of truth.' 
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" Therefore we, individual members of the 
Class, disclaim having authorized said commit- 
tee to take the oversight of any matters foreign 
to the above expressed object of the Class. And 
any other things which may have been the sub- 
ject of their consideration, has been on their 
own responsibility, and not by authority or con- 
sent of the class, and are repudiated by us." 

Lemuel Osler, John Pearson, Jr., 

0. R. Fassett, W. Burnham, 

Geo. H. Child, Sylvester Bliss, 

A. Hale, J. F. Guild, 

L JR. Gates, N. Billings, 

E. Gage, J. Daniels, 
Oliver D. Eastman. 

Bro. Southard, whose name is on the list of 
members, was not present at the time of this 
meeting of the members of the class, and has 
had no opportunity to know their action. He 
doubtless would accede to the above. Besides 
him, Mr. Weethee's is the only name on the 
list of members not appended to the above. — 
Four or five other brethren were present at some 
of the meetings, and took a part as members, 
but through some neglect, never signed their 
names, or had them appended by the Secretary. 

Elder W. claims that he and Elder Judson, 
the originators of that committee, can tell better 
than the Class can, the design of the committee. 
They doubtless can — the appointment of that 
committee being a part of the projected arrange- 
ment, so as to get a show of. acting by the au- 
thority of the Class. That deception is now 
revealed, and the Class unanimously throwback 
indignantly on the projectors of the plot all con- 
nection with it. 

By virtue of this appointment that committee 
seem to have considered themselves invested 
with powers, which the Class repudiates, to ar- 
range and remodel the entire polity of the Ad- 
vent body. It was hoped that the whole of this 
plan would have come out in their pamphlet, 
but they seem to have had the discretion to re- 
serve it. Mr. Weethee affirmed at the first 
meeting of the Conference in Boston that he 
had it all written out, and that it was presented 
only in part at the N. Y. Conference. From 
the part presented it appears to have been an 
approximation to the worst form* of church or- 
ganization. The part which was brought out 
at New York was to organize the churches, and 
then to have the Conferences, instead of being 
voluntary bodies, composed of delegates possess- 
ing " legislative power " t over the churches, 
who should have been the owners of a Confer- 
ence paper, and should have appointed its con- 
ductors and editors. So much came out. — 
What was behind is in the dark. The Confer- 
ence, it is evident, was to have possessed all 
the power of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church t — though called a Conference. 
This would have shut out from our future de- 
liberation, all who did not happen to be sent as 
delegates from some organized church ; and to 
have shut them out was one part of the design. 

Such a Conference, to have been empowered 
to hold property, to have performed any valid 
act for the transfer of property, would have been 
obliged to go to the state (to Caesar) to obtain 
an " Act of Incorporation," without which no 
legal transfer of property can be made by a body. 
If not thus held it can only be held by individ- 
uals in trust. One of these forms must have 
been adopted. With such an organization, the 



* Cumberland Presbyterianism is the body to which 
Mr. Weethee belonged. This body do not require a 
collegiate course for their ministers, and dissent 
from some of the doctrines of the Presbyterian 
Church. " The men, it is said, who founded it, were 
under synodical censure, sanctioned by the action of 
the General Assembly." — Hist, of the Cumb. Pres. 
Ch., by Rev. H. S. Porter, one of its ministers, who 
goes on to show that that is no objection, because 

Wesley, censured and excommunicated, established 
the Methodist church." Mr. Wesley never was dis- 
connected from the Church of England, but died in 
full fellowship. In Presbyterian churches " the pas- 
tor, or pastors, and the ruling elders, compose the 
church session. To this body is confided the spirit- 
ual government of the congregation ; for which pur- 
pose, they have power to inquire into the knowledge 
and Christian conduct of the members of the church ; 
to call before them offenders and witnesses ; to re- 
ceive members into the church ; to admonish, to re- 
buke, to suspend, or exclude from the sacraments 
those who are found to deserve censure ; to concert 
the best measures for promoting the spiritual inter- 
ests of the congregation ; and to appoint delegates 
to the presbytery and the synod. Appeals may be 
made from their decisions, to the presbytery, and car- 
ried up to the higher judicatories 

" The General Assembly is the highest judicatory 
of the Presbyterian Church. It represents in one 
body all the particular churches of this denomina- 
tion, and constitutes the bond of union, peace, cor- 
respondence, and mutual confidence, among all our 
churches. It consists of an equal delegation of bish- 
ops and elders from each presbytery. "—Hist, of all 
Den. in U. S.,pp. 464-5. 

t Mr. Weethee admitted this before the Boston 
Conference. 

t The officers of a church, sitting in judgment on 
a question which should come before the whole 
church, would be a very good substitute for the 
"bench of ruling elders," which in the Presbyterian 
Church decides questions which in New England 
churches come before all the members. 



next work was to " lay Himes on the shelf," 
with his co-workers, and to put into their place 
those who coveted his position. The following 
documents will illustrate this. 

J. V. Himes. 
The first tidings which came to hand is con- 
tinued in the following statement of a conver- 
sation with Bro. John Pearson, Jr. 

On Saturday, May 4th, Bro John Pearson, 
Jr., called at the " Herald" office and wished to 
make a few inquiries. Said he : " Did Bro. 
Edwin Burnham some time since preach here, 
and receive no pay ?" Said Mr. Himes : " He 
preached here while I was at Homer, but hav- 
ing nothing to do with paying him, I cannot say 
as to his pay." Said Bro. Pearson : " Did you 
charge the Society for ten dollars paid to Bro. 
Burnham ?" Ans.— " No." Quest.—" Has a 
regular entry been made of the Tract and Mis- 
sion receipts and expenditures ?" Ans. — " Yes, 
why do you inquire ?" Because, said Bro. P., 
I have been told that you have charged the 
Society for ten dollars paid Bro. Burnham, 
which he never received, and have not kept an 
account of the funds of the Tract and Mission. 
Bro. P. also asked if there was any difficulty 
between Bro. H. and Bro. Weethee, "or with the 
Society ; or lack of confidence in his integrity, 
and if they were dissatisfied with his connection 
with the finances, or thought he controlled 
affairs too much ? Bro. H. was ignorant of 
anything of the kind. Said Bro. P.: "When 
you went to New York, did you go off in a pet, 
saying that the Church cared nothing for you ?" 
Question by Bro. Himes : " Who told you these 
things ?" Ans. — " I am not at liberty to give 
any names; but hearing these things, Icon- 
suited my father, and by his advice have come 
directly to you to inform you of some things that 
have come to my knowledge, and get such ex- 
planation from you as would satisfy my mind. 
I farther learn that an effort of some nature 
(the particulars of which I am not fully ac- 
quainted with) is to be made aginst you at the 
New York Conference, if there is evidence that 
it could probably be carried." Bro. H. thanked 
him for his candor, told him that this was all new 
to him ; he was not aware of any such movement, 
that it was new to him that he and Bro. W. 
had such disagreement; that Bro. W. had not 
communicated to him any grievance ; that he 
had sustained Bro. W. with all the kindness 
and interest that he could have manifested for 
Father Miller ; that he had no knowledge of 
Bro. Burnham's case ; that if he had made any 
charge of that kind it would appear on the books 
of the Treasurer ; that the records of the Tract 
and Mission fund, of which Bro. Bliss was 
Treasurer and alone responsible, would show for 
themselves, and that he would like the names 
of the originators of this. This Bro. P. could 
not give, and left him in the dark respecting 
them. Bro. P. then asked if he could have the 
privilege of examining the accounts of the So- 
ciety, and the Tract and Mission fund: he 
wished to have his mind fully satisfied, and 
wanted those books for this purpose. Bro. 
Himes at once expressed his willingness to fur- 
nish every authority requested, which was ac- 
cordingly done. 

I hereby certify that the above statement re- 
specting my conversation with Elder J. V. 
Himes is the substance of what was then said, 
and is as minute as I can now recall it. I also 
certify that I went to J. Emerson, the Treasurer, 
and examined the accounts of the Society, and 
found that Mr. Himes had made no charge and 
received no pay for money paid, or to be paid 
Bro. E. Burnham. I also examined the ac- 
counts of the Tract and Mission fund, item by 
item, and found that instead of money being 
retained by Mr. Himes, that the fund was cred- 
ited $100 from Mr. Himes ; and also $75 which 
had been received by him to put to any use he 
chose, with $50 which he had not received, 
but for which a promissory note was given, and 
that for his own personal advantage, as Bro. J. 
White, the giver, testified afterwards before the 
Boston Conference — making $225 ; and that 
in addition to this, the expenditures above the 
receipts left due the office $165 30— which 
Bro. H. afterwards subscribed to balance the 
account — making for the debits of the year 
$735 24, with but $344 94 received by the of- 
fice for that object— the balance, $390 30, hav- 
ing been given by the office without any obliga- 



tion so 



to do. 



John Pearson, Jr. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing statement 
of conversation between Brn. Himes and Pear- 
son, was in my presence, and is a faithful re- 
port according to my best recollection. 

Sylvester Bliss. 

I certify that Mr. Himes has made no charge 
to the Society, and has been allowed no money 
for payment to Bro. Edwin Burnham during 
the year past. John Emerson, [then Treas.] 

The above conversation preceded and led 
to the article, " Secret Workings." The re- 
marks of Elder W. with Bro. Burnham is thus 
given by him : 



Testimony of Elder E. Bnrnham. 

Brooklyn, Aug. 30th, 1850. 

Bro. Himes : — Yours was received this morning. 
Since matters have come to this pass, so far as I am 
concerned, the whole story must be told. At the time 
of the " confidential conversation " of which Mr. W. 
speaks, we were attending a series of meetings in 
Lowell. After an evening service, W. gave me to 
understand that he had some important matter to con- 
verse about with me. We therefore concluded to 
stop together over night. We soon opened a conver- 
sation in relation to you, as a public man, and the 
public affairs of the office. I gave him positively to 
understand that I was dissatisfied, as well as many 
others, in relation to matters touching the standing 
of the " Herald " and the office property, and wanted 
an explanation of matters. I thought, and said, as 
things stood, it was leading to a system of Popery ! I 
spoke very strongly to him, because I then thought 
him your friend, and the friend of the cause. On 
account of the peculiar situation of things in Boston, 
I advised him to take charge of the congregation in- 
dependent of yourself— as a stranger would. I thought 
he and the people would do better so. He wished 
me to give him a history of things in Boston from 
the beginning, which I did, and I think impartially. 
As I supposed him honest and good, I spoke freely of 
both sides, blaming you where I thought you ought 
to be blamed, but closed with informing him, that 
notwithstanding your foibles and mistakes, I thought 
you honest, and sincere. Now, all this was about 
public matters, and not private character. So far, " the 
conversation was mutual;" but will Mr. Weethee 
contend it was any farther] 

In addition to the above, Mr. Weethee stated that 
he could not tell what became of the money sent to 
the office for the Tract and Mission Fund. I tried 
to account for it. He said no ; — he had seen dark- 
things at the office, — that he was suspicious of your 
honesty,— that you had treated Marshall wrong,— 
that you had spoken to him (Marshall) abruptly when 
you dismissed him, — that he did not get treated well 
at your house, sometimes getting no supper after 
his work was done, &c, and many other things cal- 
culated to make me think you a wicked man. Still, 
I did not dream of any plot against you ; but what to 
think I could not tell. My own suspicions began to 
be aroused ; 1 doubted whether you was sincere in 
offering the Conference the management of the " Her- 
ald," and I think I expressed my doubts to W. — 
What could I do] Weethee did not. tell me he wished 
this kept from you, and why, then, does he complain? 
I told him I should see Pearson, and talk with him. 
He urged me to do so ! and now complains of Bro. 
P. He did not tell me to charge P. with secrecy, 
nor did I thus charge him. I was willing Bro. Himes 
should know it all, but concluded, as the matters 
about which I complained were public matters, it 
would all come up in the Conference. 

The next time you met me, you saw a change in 
me, — I was not as cordial as I usually was. You 
asked me what was the matter? I made no direct 
answer, but soon found that you knew all about mat- 
ters from Bro. Pearson. This was before I told you 
a word. I then told you what made me feel so ; — I 
wanted to know how things were. You explained 
about the $10,* and other things, so that I felt bet- 
ter. This was at New York, during the Conference. 
Up to this time I suspected no plot on the part of W. 
and N., nor did I intend to convey to you at New- 
York the least idea of a plot. I have heretofore 
doubted the propriety of that article — " Secret Work- 
ings " — but how can I now doubt it? 

Now, if in all of this matter I have " abused con- 
fidence, or done wrong, I repent : only let ii be shown 
wherein. 

In relation to the Pamphlet, there is only one thing 
in particular that troubles me, and that is the recom- 
mendatory letter of Elder J. Turner's memory. But 
you will, of course, fix that matter right. f 

Edwin Burnham. 

On p. 21, Elder W. says of this : "If Eld. E. 
Burnham has abused confidence, and prejudiced Mr. 
Himes' mind, all I have to say is, that if such a 
course is pursued — if all our confidential conversation 
is to be carried to one person, we had as well have 
the inquisition at once. We shall soon be as Rome 
was in the days of Tiberias Caesar. This abuse of 
confidence would ruin all social and religious order, 
and bring ruin on those carrying out the practice." 

It will be remarked, that what Elder W. has at- 
tempted to collect, has been just such private con- 
versation. Whether he is involved in the ruin pre- 
dicted in the pursuit of such a course, will be devel- 
oped in the future. 

Attempt to Prejudice Elder J. Cu minings* 

Before this, an attempt was made to prejudice the 
mind of Elder Cummings. He writes : — 

Barnston (N. H), Aug. 1st, 1850. 

Bro. Himes : — The movements of some pro- 
fessed brethren of late towards you, have been, and 
are still, more and more disgusting to me ; and as an 
act of justice to you, I think duty demands that I 
should state the facts in relation to a conversation I 
had with Elder J. P. Weethee, some time in March 
last, at Bro. Lang's house in Boston. He (W.) has 
told that I was dissatisfied, giving a wrong impres- 
sion to some brethren in relation to what I said, and 
I therefore wish to set the matter right. 

In the course of the conversation 1 remarked that I 
was sorry to see advertisements of medicines, &c, 
in the " Herald," and that I feared the article to 
" Agents and Correspondents " might prevent some 
of the unlearned from doing what they could. I 
never intimated that I had ever written for the" Her- 
ald," and my communications had been shut out, as 
has been reported by Elder W. (and here 1 wish to 
say, that every letter I ever wrote to you, with the 
least expectation of its being published, has been). 
Elder Weethee said the " Herald " could not stand 
it long without a change in something. He said the 
whole concern came near falling through last sum- 
mer ; that you came home from some tour (I do not 



* Elder W. had affected Bro. Burnham's mind by 
stating to him, that I had charged the Society for $10 
paid Eld. B., which had not been paid him. — Ed. 

t Shall attend to that in the proper place. 



recollect what one), and there was so much dissatis- 
faction that you was discouraged, and so much mis- 
management, that the vessel was about to sink ; and 
that all that saved the " Herald " and the cause was, 
the tract, " The last Hour — Our Specific Work," 
(which he (W.) had written,) which, when he saw 
the condition the cause was in, he brought forward, 
had it published, and thus saved the cause for that 
time. He thought that those who differed from the 
"Herald" in faith were not well treated by it; 
yet what was said in the " Herald " in relation to 
them was in a sort of covered up manner, so as to 
keep their influence and support. The Tract and 
Mission Fund, he said, was all managed by one mind, 
and was worse than Popery! Something was said in 
regard to some other one taking the place of Bro. 
Bliss. He thought some one should, but did not say 
who. I, however, thought, if things were in such a 
state as he had represented, and from the exalted 
opinion I had of him, that he might satisfy the Ad- 
■ventists better than Bro. Bliss — not that I thought or 
could believe that Bro. Bliss was dishonest, or a bad 
man, or anything of the kind. It was with me mere- 
ly a matter of opinion, that Elder Weethee would 
suit better than Bro. Bliss. 1 never had such a mind 
until that conversation. I am now satisfied that I 
was deceived in him and by him. 

The above is the amount of the conversation. It 
made a deep impression on my mind, unfavorable to 
your and Bro. Bliss' management, but which is now 
all removed. What has transpired since that conversa- 
tion has given me perfect confidence in your honesty 
and ability to manage. 1 say, Let us have the old 
hands, until somebody shows by their works, and not 
by their words, that they can do a great deal better. 

J. Cummings. 

Attempt to Prejudice Elder W. Biinilmm. 

Exeter (N. H.), June 28th, 1850. 

Bro. Bliss : — The following is the substance of 
what Bro. Weethee said to me concerning the " Her- 
old," yourself, and matters connected with Chaidon- 
street Church. He said that the " Herald " ought 
to be the property of the Adventists ; * that it ought 
to be under the control of a committee appointed by 
the Conference. He said something in regard to 
yourself very much like the following : That you 
manifest but little or no interest in the meetings at 
Chardon-street Chapel ; that you did not attend there, 
but a Congregational meeting ; that you was not, 
therefore, a proper person to occupy the place which 
you fill in the office. I have an impression that this 
was not all he said concerning you, but it is all that 
I can distinctly recollect ; and I think it is the amount 
of what was said. 

He also said, that Bro. Himes had the sole and en- 
tire control of all temporal matters, or affairs, con- 
nected with the Chardon-street Chapel. All money, 
he said, raised by collections, or otherwise, went into 
his hands, and that he used it as he saw fit. f This 
was the reason, he said, why some brethren who did 
not attend the Chardon-street meetings, would not 
come and unite with them : they could not , or would 
not, while he thus had the control, &c. He said he 
did not receive one cent for his services for nine 
weeks after coming to Boston. X 

Yours, &c. Wesley Burnham. 

The foregoing will show the work in which Elder 
W. was engaged. The connection of the " Commit- 
tee " with that work now begins to appear. 

Testimony of Elder L. Osier. 

Salem {Mass.), Aug. 30th, 1850. 
Dear Bro. Himes : — I testify that the following 
conversation, in substance, was had in my house be- 
tween Elder L. P. Judson and myself a short time 
before the New York Conference. Elder J. had 
come to this place, from Boston, directly from the 
sitting of the committee. He knew that 1 had 
anticipated an absence from home of six weeks after 
the New York Conference, and did not intend to be 
present at the Boston Conference ; and hence he said 
that I would not pay my intended visit, because there 
would be developments made at the New York Con- 
ference which would astonish me, and cause me to 
decide to be at the Boston Conference ; that the de- 
velopments related to Bro. Himes' moral character ; 
that Elders Weethee and Needham had in their pos- 
session facts in relation to Himes' moral character, 
which, if true, would ruin him (Himes) forever. I 
asked him if Elders W. and N. had not told Bro. 
Himes these things? He answered, No. I asked if 
they were not going to? He said, Not at present. 
They were communicating with brethren abroad, and 
receiving communications, and they intended to wait 
until a "proper time," and then Elder W. would go 
to Elder Himes and reveal the facts. When Elder 
Himes was to be apprized of these things, these 
questions were to be asked him : " Does the ' Ad- 
vent Herald' belong to you, or the cause?" If he 
should say, " To the cause," then Elder H. was to 
be required to give an account of his stewardship. If 
he should say, "The paper belongs to me,"— then 
another paper, belonging to the cause, was to be 
started, and then the things against his (Himes') 
moral character were to be brought to the light. — 
Elder Judson further stated, that this committee, ap- 
pointed by the Mutual Class, had considered the af- 
fairs connected with the Advent office, and had ar- 
rived at the following conclusion : That Elder Himes 
must have made about $6000 a-year clear by the 
" Herald," the last ten years. (Elder J., in a recent 
communication to me, says I misunderstood on " this 
point." "I intended," he says, " to communicate 
this idea — That several of us had made as close es- 

* He knew that it was Mr. Himes' property, then, 
as early as this conversation ; but told Brn. Osier, 
Jones, and C. B. Turner, subsequently, that had he 
known that, he should not have meddled with it.— 
Ed. 

t All money raised by collection, or otherwise, 
went into the hands of Bro. Emerson, the Treasurer. 
Elder W. had had his pay for those services before 
making this statement, which was some time before 
the New York Conference, and before I knew of the 
secret workings. — PjD. 

J Professional men in Boston get their salary at 
the end of each quarter. Elder W. had his pay for 
those weeks before the end of the quarter. — Ed. 
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tiraates as we well could of the profits, and that we, 
these severa lindividuals, meaning not the members of 
the committee exclusively, had ascertained that the 
net profits must be from thfee to five thousand dol- 
lars per annum, and that my opinion was, that it was 
nearer six thousand than three — including the profits 
of the book and tract publishing establishment, and 
what was donated to the. cause and to Bro. Himes on 
his excursions.") He further stated, that communi- 
cations from various quarters, received by Elder 
Weethee, expressed dissatisfaction with the present 
management of the " Herald " office, and the request 
was for reform ; that these things were to be kept 
" secret " from all save a few " confidential " breth- 
ren. I 

I state these things in the fear of God, believing 
that every statement" is substantially correct. (These 
statements 1 made at the May Conference in Boston, 
in the presence of Elder3 Weethee and Needham.) 

Lemuel Osler. 



When the above testimony was given in the Con- 
ference by Elder Osier, the brethren well remember 
how stoutly Elders W. and N. denied that an attack 
on the moral character of Elder Himes had formed 
any part of their plan ; their declaration that if Mr. 
Judson had made these statements, he had made them 
entirely on his own responsibility, and that they were 
not to be identified with them. 

When Elder N. took the ground, that there were 
charges to be investigated, he affirmed in the presence 
of the Conference, that they came from Chardon-st. 
Chapel. When the members of that Church were 
requested to rise, and state if they knew of any such 
charges, Elder W., his wife, M. Wood, J. G. Ham- 
blin, J. W. Young, and others, arose, and affirmed 
their ignorance of any such. 

Elder Osier, having conversation with some of 
them, testifies as follows : 

J. G. Hamblin, of East Boston, told me during the 
sitting of the last May Conference in Boston, and in 
the presence of Samuel Mills, of East Boston, that 
he knew nothing against Elder Himes' moral or 
Christian character. That he had known Elder H. 
a long time, and had heard a great deal against him, 
but that he had yet to learn the first thing which 
could be justly sustained against him. These remarks 
were made in reply to a question I put to him, whe- 
ther any charges had then been made to him against 
Elder H., as he was one appointed to receive them. 

I further testify, that M. Wood, of Boston, told 
me, in his own house, and in the presence of Elders 
I. R. Gates and J. Daniels, that the charges preferred 
against Elder Himes by Elder N. were not believed 

by the Chardon-street Church. He further stated, 1 21st, 1850, Elder Judson says 
that if Elders Himes and Weethee would be recon- 



everytliing was arranged for the Conference. He 
also spoke of the Missionary Fund, saying that aco> 
rect report had not been given of it. It is not. neces- 
sary for me to say more, as the same things that were 
communicated to Elder Osier were told us. 

M. Sisson. 

Letter from Bro. A. Pierce. 

Providence, June 25th, 1850. 
To whom it may concern : — L. P. Judson stated 
to me on Friday evening, April 19th last, that there 
were some things of tremendous interest to be brought 
up at the Conference to be held in New York city, 
and that some prominent actor in the Advent cause 
was implicated ; he did not mention who it was, but 
said, "Cease ye from man," and, " I don't know 
who we can trust." He afterwards stated, that the 
Church in Boston was about to disengage itself from 
the " Herald" office, and not to be controlled in any 
way by Bro. Himes. Some conversation besides 
passed between us, but this is all that was said to me 
that has an important bearing on the case of Bro. 
Himes. Anthony Pierce. 

Another letter was received by Bro. Sisson from 
Elder Judson, dated Jamestown, June, 1850, in which 
he says: 

" The leading points I set out in the campaign to 
accomplish are — 1st. To whom does the • Herald ' 
and the profits of the office belong? To J. V. Himes 
individually? or to the brethren of the cause gene- 
rally? That question settled, if Bro. H. says it is 
his, and he shall keep it — having the legal power to 
do so — it of course settles that question. His Church 
will then have to deal with him for hypocritical and 
dishonest pretensions, and professing that the ' Her- 
ald ' belonged to the cause, and was under the direc- 
tion of brethren in Conference, when he did not in- 
tend it. If he says it belongs to the cause, and is 
under the control of brethren in Conference, then I 
want a publishing committee to take charge of it, and 
appoint their publishing agent : it may be him, or any 
one else — as committee might think best — and that 
committee will inquire after the net profits of the office 
for eight or ten years past, and see that they are put 
into the hands of a missionary committee, to be ap- 
propriated by them to further the cause." * *' * 

" 1 entered upon the work of effecting a reform in 
these and some other matters, with a view of accom- 
plishing it. I expect to continue efforts steadily until 
it is effected. I expect some will get mad, and per- 
haps rave — and others will misunderstand ; but that 
will make no difference with me." 
In a letter to Bro. Fassett, dated Jamestown, July 



ciled to each other, there would be no farther diffi- 
culty. 

And further: Bro. Samuel Mills, of East Boston, 
told me, that Elder Weethee told him, that he (W.) 
never intended to injure a hair of Bro. Himes' head, 
— that it was farthest from his thoughts to do him an 
injury, and that he had never said or done anything 
to injure him. Lemuel Osler. 

I recollect the above statement of M. Wood, that 
the Chardon-st. Church did not believe the charges. 

J. Daniels. 

Elder W. makes a different impression on the mind 
of Dea. West, who thus testifies : 

Boston, June 2\th, 1850. 

This certifies, that in a conversation respecting the 
article entitled " Secret Workings," with Elder J. 
P. Weethee, on Saturday, May 25th, after the Con- 
ference in Boston in May ult., he told me that Mr. 
Himes was to have been kept ignorant of the plan 
till it was accomplished ; that he was told, that if Mr. 
Himes knew of it he would defeat, it ; and that he 
was advised, if they could not accomplish it other- 
wise, to bring accusations against Mr. Himes' moral 
character. J. W. West. 

That there was a design to make an attack at the 
New York meeting, is also evident from the follow- 
ing extract from a letter received by Bro. Sisson, of 
Providence, R. I., dated " Boston, April 16, 1850." 
The hand and italics are copied from the letter : 

" HP" Momentous interests are coming up in the New 
York Conference. I can explain nothing farther at 
present. Things are favorable, and God is directing 
the cause. All will be well. If anything issaidby 
brethren in Providence, who differ in opinion on cer- 
tain points, ask them to please defer all matters of 
discussion until I see them, which will probably be 
next Sabbath. Bro. Weethee and Bro. Needham are 
both engaged, and cannot come at present. Please 
urge brethren to hold all matters in which they differ 
in opinion perfectly quiet until I come. Love to all. 
" Your3 in the Gospel, L. P. Judson." 

This view is confirmed by the following letters 
from Providence : 

Letter from Sister Sisaon, 

Providence, June 25th, 1850. 
My Dear Brethren in the Lord : — It is truly 
painful to me to write the following ; but if the cause 
demands it, I will write. Bro. L. P. Judson stopped 
with us in Providence. His gay and lively appear- 
ance, for a minister, tried us very much. Among 
other things, he spoke of Bro. Himes, of the " Her- 
ald," and office affairs, and said that they were going 
to look into these things ; that they wanted to know 
whether they were Bro. H.'s property, or not ; that 
it belonged to the Advent cause. He also said, that 
as near as they could estimate, they had supposed 
Bro. Himes to be worth $15,000 ; that they had ex- 
amined some books, and found that money had been 
paid in which had not been charged : that a woman 
had paid $40, and nothing said about it. He related 
the particulars of his visit East, and spoke of a dis- 
position on the part of Bro. Himes to pocket money 
that had been given him where he had preached. He 
said, that if the " Herald " belonged to Bro. Himes, 
they would start a new paper of their own ; and asked 
if all the brethren at the Conference rise up against 
Bro. H., what could he do? He mentioned the names 
of some brethren who were engaged with him. He 
said that the subject was so momentous, that he was 
pushed forward to bear the brunt of the battle, as he 
was soon to go away, &c. He also spoke of the com- 
mittee of three. The next time he came to our 
house, after a meeting of the committee, he said that 




" Now, suppose this matter had taken a regular 
business course, according to my understanding of 
the design of the committee, who could have been 
wronged or harmed? When we arrived at N. Y., 
we should have stated to the Conference that such a 
committee were appointed by the Class, and that we 
had matters to propose, or a communication to make. 
The Conference, either with or without reading, 
would have referred it to their business committee, 
and they have reported it, or not, as they saw fit. — 
Now, 1 am not after the merits of the question, I am 
after the question, whether the Class committee were 
out of order in the course they took. 

" Another fact. As some of the reasons for a 
change in the ' Herald ' office would involve Bro. 
Himes' integrity, I understood the proposition to be, 
that while the general business of the Conference was 
being attended to, of the missionary labor and funds, 
organization, arrangements, resolutions, &c. &c, 
with some few confidential and judicious brethren, 
we would have an interview with Bro. Himes, and 
see if matters could not be so arranged as to save a 
public statement of that part of the reasons, if not 
the whole, and then act according to the results of 
that interview." 

" You will not consider this, or any other commu- 
nication from me, on this subject, confidential. Please 
show it to all the friends, and especially to Bro. J. 
V. H." 

The same work was also being done at New York. 
Letter from Bro. and Sister Warner. 

Bro. Warner writes : — 

New York, Jvnc ilh, 1850. 

Dear Bro. Himes : — As near as Mrs. Warner 
can recollect, Mrs. Weethee [while stopping there 
during the New York Conference] let fall some words 
about money obtained (as she had heard) by Bro. 
Himes from a colored family. My wife replied, that 
that affair had been investigated, and proved to be a 
groundless charge. "Ah!" said Sister Weethee, 
"but how was it investigated ? It has been ascer- 
tained since that Bro. Himes obtained the money from 
the wife of the colored man." This is as near as my 
wife can recollect. At all events, the impression left 
on the mind of my wife was this : that Sister Wee- 
thee believed that you received the money, and that 
the affair was plastered over, no honest investigation 
having taken place. It is plain that Bro. Weethee 
and wife have rather hostile feelings towards you, or 
had at the time they were here. . . . Yours, in un- 
wavering confidence, A. K. Warner. 

In another letter, dated June 15th, Bro. Warner 
again writes : " He (Weethee) stated [to Bro. War- 
ner] that he had always supposed the ' Advent Her- 
ald ' was the property of the Advent cause, and 
could be claimed by them on their paying you what 
funds you might have invested in it belonging to you. 
I said to him that I had taken the paper from the first 
week of its existence, and should as soon suppose the 
Advent cause had a just claim to the coat you wore 
as to the ' Advent Herald,' books, press, or anything 
thereunto appertaining. He also stated, that a repu- 
table person stated to him (Weethee) that Himes 
had cheated him out of $2000. Weethee added, 
that he did not know whether the person's statement 
was true or not." 

Mrs. Warner writes as follows : — 

Neiv York, June \5th, 1850. 
Bro. Himes : — Mr. Weethee did not make direct 
charges against you ; but threw out hints and insin- 
uations in general terms. I will give his remarks in 
his own words, as near as I can recollect. He said 
that things were wrong in the " Herald " office ; a 



thorough investigation should be had, and things 
brought out to the light — no longer plastered over- 
Said he, " Himes has no influence in Boston ; they 
have no confidence in him there ; nothing could be 
done when Himes' name was attached." He (Wee- 
thee) had seen things in the " Herald " office that 
astonished him. He had, however, struggled to keep 
down his suspicions, until he could no longer resist 
his convictions, that Bro. Himes had been guilty of 
wrong-doing. 1 asked Weethee : " Have you been 
to Bro. Himes, and asked an explanation of what to 
you appeared so suspicious and wrong?" Here- 
plied, " I have talked some with him." From Wee- 
thee's conversation I gathered this : That he be- 
lieved Bro. Himes was enriching himself out of the 
Advent people ; was pretending to make sacrifice for 
the good of the cause, when at the same time he was 
prospering in a worldly point more than he had ever 
done before. The remarks by Mr. Weethee above- 
named occurred during the Conference, in May last, 
in this city. Elizabeth Warner. 

The above, be it remembered, transpired before the 
time when Elder W. had not had a thought of in- 
juring a " hair of Bro. Himes' head !" 

Conversation of Brn. I. E. Jones and D. I. 
Robinson with Elder Weethee. 

On the occasion of Bro. Jones and I calling on him 
at Bro. Lang's, we both told him we called to see if 
something could not be done to settle matters, and 
stop publishing them in the " Herald ;" that unless 
he should enter into some definite arrangements to 
settle by committee or council, or his retraction of 
those slanderous reports, the article prepared would 
be published. We both told him wherein we thought 
him wrong in giving ear to these rumors, and in tell- 
ing them to others without once speaking lo you, 
(Bro. Himes,) when he had daily opportunity, and 
was a brother and Pastor in the same church ; that 
if he had done it, the trouble would not have arisen 
— if he would acknowledge the wrong, it could be at 
once settled. He said these things had made an im- 
pression on his mind, and he could not say he was 
satisfied ; that they came from brethren, and were 
told to him so credibly, and other things, too, besides 
those charges, that he must have time and a thorough 
examination ; and if they were not true, on this 
church be the responsibility; "yes, I say, on this 
church be the responsibility." We asked him to tell 
us who they were that had told him, and why he had 
not revealed their names, as that would have cleared 
himself, and furnished the means of investigating the 
matter ? He said that he did not feel at liberty now, 
to tell us, but at the proper time and tribunal, when it 
should come before the Church, or committee, he 
would tell out all, everything just as it was, and who 
told him, and if the things were not true, on them 
be the responsibility. 

The above is the substance of what was said, and 
mostly in the very phraseology used by him. 

D. I. Robinson. 

Interview of Bro. D. I. Robinson with Elder 
Weethee. 

After the session of the Conference closed, I 
stopped and conversed with him over an hour. I 
told him I thought him wrong in going about, and 
hearing and telling these " reports" about a brother, 
and a minister of the same church, as he had at Low- 
ell, New York, Worcester, and Syracuse, with whom 
he had, or could have had, almost daily interviews, 
without ever going to him, and asking him if they 
were so, and giving him opportunity to clear him- 
self, or acknowledge the fault, and show satisfactory 
repentance and reformation, which was enjoined in 
Matt. 5 : 23 and 18 : 15. He justified himself on the 
ground of its " confidential and fire-side character," 
which was not meant, in those scriptures, to be con- 
demned . I said that was the very way that scandal 
and mischief were always circulated, and if they did 
not cover such, they did not meet the worst of the 
cases. He also took the ground that the matters were 
public, and those rules not binding. 1 replied, if it 
amounted to " aught against his brother " in his mind, 
they were binding ; and if not, then he' should not 
have " aught " to report, or to say, against his bro- 
ther. He said "we differed in opinion." I then 
proposed " a committee " to be appointed by the 
Conference, or agreed upon by themselves, to whom 
this matter would be referred, and by whose decision 
the parties would abide. He said that was just what 
he would like ; he had thought of it himself, and 
wished it might be done ; but he thought Bro. H. 
would not agree to it. I told him I could vouch for 
you, from my knowledge of you, that you would, 
and if he said so, I would go and see, and the com- 
mittee could be fixed on that night, and all could be 
settled on the morrow, and all the brethren's feelings 
relieved, and the cause saved. He said he could, 
and would, on one condition, — that was, I, and per- 
haps the brethren, differed from him on the applica- 
tion o*' those passages to such cases. If the com- 
mittee should do so, he would submit, provided they 
applied them equally to both, under like circum- 
stances. I said that was fair, and should be under- 
stood. He said H. would not agree to it ; and he 
did not think Himes. Hale, and Bliss would over- 
look it, so as to feel well to him, if he did. I said 
he need not fear that ; that H. had often done so to 
others, and his brethren charged as a fault, that he 
was too ready to forgive. But I had not said a word 
to him, but would go and see ; but I wanted it under- 
stood, that Brn. Himes, Hale, Bliss, and the breth- 
ren generally, thought him wrong in the course he 
had taken, (we would not require him to confess 
that he had taken it intentionally,) and would expect 
him to confess that it was taken carelessly and unfor- 
tunately, and would want him to admit that it was 
unbrotherly to try to remove the " Herald " from 
him, without a word heing said to Bro. H., and to 
report such charges behind his back, without know- 
ing their truth, or saying a word to him. If he 
would take these back, admitting the error, without 
impugning his motives, all could be settled, and all 
feel well towards him, if he would take hold, and 
labor in harmony and confidence. He said he would 
do it, if the committee applied principles impartially. 
I told him, of course they ought to, and would ; and 
I would go at once and see Bro. H., and have it ar- 
ranged, and all adjusted to-morrow. He said I might, 
for he wanted it settled, and something must be done; 



for he could not labor so. He should retire from the 
ministry. I then started for Charlestown, having but 
thirty minutes to the evening session, found Bro. H., 
stated the proposition plainly and fully, and asked 
him if he would accept it ? He Baid, " Yes, with all 
my heart !" I stated Elder W.'s fear that he (Bro. 
H.) and the brethren would not overlook his (W.'s) 
difference of opinion. He said : " Yes, we will ; 
he need have no fear of that ; he shall find in me a 
man and a brother ! " 1 afterwards stated the same 
things to Brn. Hale and Bliss, and they said the 
same, — they would agree to that, and be satisfied. 

He (W.) came not to the evening session. I told 
the Conference I had hopes of daylight on the sub- 
ject before to-morrow, and wished all should be pres- 
ent then. I also said, that from interviews 1 had had 
with both parties, I hoped we should all go home re- 
joicing that the matter was settled. 

That night and the next morning, W. fell in with 
other counsellors, and when I saw him in Conference, 
and asked him if he was ready to fulfil his agree- 
ment of the previous night, he said, No— bethought 
not. I asked why, and said that Bro. Himes was 
willing, and had accepted it; and if he was willing 
to abide by the agreement, all could be settled that 
day. He said his friends advised him not to. I told 
him I was soiry, and asked him to go out with me 
and talk it over, and see if there was not some way 
to settle it, but he refused. 1 left him, but in half an 
hour, feeling so bad, 1 went to him again, and begged 
him, for God's sake — for the cause' sake — for his own 
sake — for Bro. Himes' sake, and the brethren's sake, 
to go and see if there could not be some way to set- 
tle this matter. He sighed, and said he did not know 
what to do. I then asked him to come with me, and 
see if we could not find out what to do. We went 
into the vestry, and talked half an hour. During the 
conversation, he said he ffad not had a shadow of 
doubt of your honesty till the 25th of February ; that 
these tilings came from members of Chardon-street 
Church ; that they had made an impression on his 
mind ; first one had told him a thing, of which he 
thought but little, but it left an impression ; another 
tells him something, but he does not think it worth 
minding; again he hears something, — pauses, and 
thinks, What does this mean ? possibly there may be 
something in it, till he concludes that there must be 
something, and that he will speak to some one about 
it, &c. He also said, that the Church was responsi- 
ble for it, and if it turned out untrue, he would make 
full acknowledgments and reparation, but could not 
leave it to anybody now. I expressed my sorrow, and 
said that he could, if he would, take his own course ; 
that he could destroy himself, injure Bro. Himes, 
dishonor and wound the cause, but he would find, 
after all, it might have been arranged and settled 
there. The above, with the exception of his retiring 
from the ministry, I stated before the Council, and 
also to him the same day before many witnesses, 
when he did not deny its truth, but said he did not 
recollect. D. I. Robison. 

Interview of Bro. I. K. Jones. 

Brooklyn {N. Y.), July 1st, 1850. 

Bro. Himes : — You request a detailed statement of 
the conversation which I had with Elder Weethee af- 
ter my return from Providence, in view of a harmo- 
nious settlement, to prevent the " statement of per- 
sonal affairs " from appearing in the " Herald." 

1 called on Elder W., and informed him that you 
was ready to meet him, and proposed that he should 
take one, two, or three friends of his choice, and have 
an interview with him. He declined, saying, that a 
committee had been appointed to investigate things; 
and, moreover, that Bro. Hamblin knew everything 
in the case, — his every thought and feeling, as well 
as himself, — and he had conversed with Bro. Himes 
the day previous, which would be all the same as if 
he were to do so himself. He further stated — 1. 
That the committee of the Class for Mutual Improve- 
ment had surveyed and examined the whole field — its 
wants — the men — their different talents, adaptation 
to different stations, &c. 

2d. Jf this had been kept private, and carried out 
as it was designed that it should be, it would have 
been different now ; that had it not been for that cross 
vein that struck Pearson, it would all have been car- 
ried through at the New York Conference, arid things 
would have been very different from what they now 
were. But Pearson's doing as he did defeated the 
whole affair. 

3d. There were several things about Bro. Himes 
and the office which needed investigation ; if they 
were not true, he would be willing to retract all that 
he had said and done about them ; that a good many 
could not labor as things now are, — till they were 
cleared up ; that if these things were not investigated 
and cleared up, he should have to leave the field, for 
he could not labor as things now were. 

4th. The charge in which he was concerned he 
cared nothing about, — had nothing to do in pressing 
it, and it would not be considered anything if the oth- 
ers were cleared up. 

5th. That he would submit the case to a regular 
committee of brethren ; and if they would apply the 
principle equally, he would abide their decision. 

6th. If the piece headed " Secret Workings '" had 
not come out in the " Herald," it could all have been 
settled at once between the parties. 

7th. That, at the proper time, he should make a 
full statement of the whole matter, as far as he was 
concerned ; had been preparing such a statement, &c. 

8th. The reason he did not investigate the reports 
against Bro. Himes before reporting them at New 
York, was, he heard them but just before leaving for 
that city. 

In reply to the inquiry—" Which of those reports 
are you not satisfied is wholly unfounded?" he said : 

1st. The case relating to Bro. Burnham needs in- 
vestigating. 1 asked him if he did not invite Bro. 
Burnham to Boston, and if you were not at Homer 
at the time he came? He answered, Yes. What, 
then, could Bro. Himes have to do with it? I asked. 
He replied, Well, it needs investigating. Why- 
how? If Bro. Himes was at Homer at the time, 
and had no charge on his books against the Church 
for that Sabbath, how could he have had anything to 
do with it? He answered, Well, 1 do not know ; but 
these things all need to be investigated ; and if they 
are made "clear I shall be satisfied. I said that he 
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gTeatly surprised me, for I could not see how he 
could avoid being satisfied in that, case, at least. 

2d. He could not say bat the account of the Tract 
and Mission Fund was right, but as it stands, Bro. 
Hale raceived $12 while at work on the " Harp."* 
I inquired if he was not satisfied it was right when 
he presented the auditor's report in Conference ? He 
said he was not. I expressed my great surprise at 
this, told him I had not investigated that account only 
because 1 understood (as 1 was quite sure all did) that 
he was satisfied with it, and asked why he did not 
state his dissatisfaction in Conference, when he made 
the report? He replied, that that was no place for 
such a statement ; that there was such a surge of feel- 
ing there that it would have doomed everything. I 
assured him that that " surge of feeling was raised 
because Elder N. had objected to passing a vote of 
approbation of the " Herald," because rumors were 
afloat respecting you, and that the Conference had 
waited twenty-four hours for some one to come for- 
ward and present charges against you, or become res- 
ponsible that they should be presented to the church 
at a future time, without any one doing so ; that such 
a proceeding could not fail to awaken the deepest in- 
dignation in every unbiased mind ; for, whatever was 
the design, it. looked like a design to keep you under 
a cloud. 

3d. The case of the black woman may be right, 
but there is such a thing as whitewashing a matter 
all over, to make it look very different from what it 
really is. 

4th. The statements which Bro. Himes made in 
Court respecting the " Herald " property, if he was 
correctly informed, did not agree with what he now 
claims. 

5th. That at one time, he pointed to his name 
being on the " Herald " as publisher only, as proof 
that he was only agent for the cause ; and to Elder 
Marsh's being on the " Harbinger " as editor and 
proprietor. 

6th. That he always understood, till he came East, 
that the " Herald " was Conference 1 property ; and 
was greatly surprised to learn to the contrary. This 
affair needed straightening. 

7th. He had all these things from persons right 
about here (Boston), who had lived here a long time, 
and known Bro. Himes, and it was very strange that 
so much should be said if there was no truth in it. 

8th. He cculd not be supposed to be Bro. Himes' 
enemy, for he came here wholly on the strength of a 
letter from him, which promised him a support if he 
came. 

9th. The reason he attempted the proposed changes 
secretly was, that persons much better acquainted with 
things than himself, told him the effort would be de- 
feated if he did not. He had proposed to talk with 
Bro. Himes about, the matter, and communicate 
through the paper respecting it, but was told it would 
not do. 

10th. The reason he did not state any of these ob- 
jections in Conference was, there was such a surge 
against them by the lawyer twistlh&t had been taken, 
that it was not a proper place ; and he chose to make 
the statement at another time and place. i. e. j. 

Interview of Bro. Merchant. 

New York, Sept. 2d, 1850. 
Dear Bro. Himes: — If Mr. Weethee's book is 
not more correct elsewhere than in pp. 47 and 48 — 
where my name is mentioned, its statements are not 
entitled to any confidence whatever. In the pages 
referred to, the inference is forced upon the reader, 
that Mr. Weethee was under the " impression " all 
of Wednesday forenoon, that Conference was await- 
ing the result of our negotiations. This is not so : 
both Weethee and Needham knew that our efforts to 
procure an amicable arrangement was based alone on 
our desire for peace to the Church, — that it was an in- 
dividual effort. We had no authority from Confer- 
ence to so act, nor was that body in any way respon- 
sible for what we did or did not do. This in sub- 
stance both Bro. C. B. Turner and myself told them 
at the time. 

Another inference there drawn is, that our efforts 
at an arrangement were broken off because Bro. Tur- 
ner and myself said, you would not withdraw the ar- 
ticle called " Secret Workings." This also is incor- 
rect. Weethee and Needham agreed to accept your 
proposition as a basis of settlement, provided you 
would publish the decision of the Council that should 
have charge of the subject in the " Herald." This 
you readily assented to ; but when this assent was 
announced to W. and N., they refused to abide by 
their former agreement, unless the Council was bro- 
ken up. Of course we had no control over the Coun- 
cil and being fully convinced, on my part, from 
the conversation and conduct of Weethee, that they 
desired no amicable arrangement of the matter, I left 
them. 

Another inference is, that Weethee, by the dupli- 
city of Conference, or of Bro. T. and myself, or of 
all three, was designedly or unnecessarily kept out of 
Conference all of Wednesday forenoon, during which 
time Conference was pressing the investigation of the 
charges against you to a hasty decision in your favor. 
This appears to me to be wickedly and designedly 
falsa. Mr. Weethee knows that I presented your 
proposition to him about 8 o'clock that morning, 
couched in terms so just and equitable, and in lan- 
guage so simple and unambiguous, that no man hon- 
estly desiring -peace could hesitate five minutes to ac- 
cept it. If they chose to higgle away the time in 
order to gain some advantage over you, let them say 
so, and not charge it to the negotiations. I was not 

IN THE VESTRY ONE HOUR DURING THE FORENOON. 

1 might say more, but I suppose this will suffice to 
justify my opening paragraph. All whom I have con- 
versed with, (and there are several,) whose names 
are mentioned in the book, complain of the same 
thing, viz., that in narrating what relates to them, 
the truth is pushed out by untruthful inferences. In 
fact, the book appears to be compiled of sneers and 
false inferences. Yours sincerely, 

Charles Merchant, 174 Delancy-st. 
Interview of Bro. C. B. Turner. 

New York, Aug. 31s«, 1850. 
Bro. Himes : — Yours of the 29th was received. 




* Received while taking care of his sick family at 
home, leaving Bro. B. to do the work on the Harp. 



As to " the pamphlet," I see nothing in it that de- 
mands special notice from me at present, except to 
give a more full account, on some points, of the mat- 
ter referred to on pp. 47, 48. 

At my request, Bro. Merchant went with me to 
visit Bro. Weethee. My rjasons were these : I loved 
the cause, and could not willingly see one, whose 
services I deemed so important to its interest, lost to 
the cause without the last possible effort to save them; 
nor to see the cause distracted by them. Another 
reason was, my deep regard for Bro. Weethee him- 
self ; for there was, perhaps, no person in whom I 
felt a deeper interest. I had spent much time with 
him at Cincinnati ; had been with him at Philadel- 
phia ; and I think, at all his visits and labors at New 
York I have been here, and much of the time with 
him, by day and by night. During his labors here 
last winter, I labored with him from house to house, 
and much of the time lodged with him. My heart, 
and all the feelings within me, were interested ; and 
in the "voluntary mediation," I went to him with 
the deepest feelings of affectionate regard. I left 
him with feelings of the deepest anguish that ever 
wrung my heart. And even while I write, it is as 
Brutus says, " Not that I love Caesar less, but Rome 
(the cause) more." 

The objections raised by Bro. Weethee to settle- 
ment by mutual council were these : 1st. Bro. Himes 
had published his own side of the case while his had 
not been presented. 2d. The article in the " Her- 
ald," entitled, " More Secret Workings " (by-the-by, 
when that article left my room, in Brooklyn, for Bos- 
ton, 1 had never heard the name of Bro. Weethee 
associated with any such movements). 3d. Conscien- 
tious scruples to such a council. 

After some conversation as to the propriety of his 
first objection, it was no longer urged. He was in- 
formed that his request for the withdrawal of the ar- 
ticle referred to, would not, under existing circum- 
stances, be presented to Bro. Himes, but that it would 
come under the direction of the council, and be with- 
drawn if they ordered it done, as he would do what- 
ever they might decide should be right. About this 
time conscientious objections were presented. But 
after further conversation, the objections urged on 
account of the article on secret workings, and the ob- 
jection " on a point of conscience, WERE LAID 
ASIDE ; and Brn. Weethee and Needham pro- 
posed to accept Bro. Himes' proposition, to submit 
the matter " to a mutual council of elders and breth- 
ren, and abide the issue," on condition that that 
council should publish the result of the investiga- 
tions. They were told that that would be at the dis- 
cretion of the council, as they deemed duty to re- 
quire. They insisted that they should be bound to 
publish the result as extensively as the objectionable 
article had been published. This proposition was 
presented to Bro. Himes, acceded to by him, and re- 
turned to them with the assurance that he would ac- 
cept the terms which they had proposed. But at this 
moment, when we supposed that all was decided up- 
on, they refused, or at least neglected, to confirm the 
terms of settlement. During this delay (which last- 
ed until Bro. Merchant had retired from the media- 
tion), the report came to Bro. Weethee as to the ac- 
tion of the Conference below. The terms before pre- 
sented to Bro. Himes from these brethren, — to which 
he acceded, — were now positively declined by them. 

In hope, C. B. Turner. 

The foregoing movement, made in the dark, was 
the cause of the article on " Secret Workings," in 
the " Herald " of May 18th. After this develop- 
ment, who will say there was no cause for the ap- 
pearance of that article? To the above evidence 
may be added the testimony of the pamphlet itself, 
which records efforts steadily and energetically con- 
tinued in, to perfect the plot which was, so provi- 
dentially for the cause, detected before the work was 
consummated. 

We will recapitulate. We find him prejudicing 
the mind of Elder Cummings, telling him that those 
who differed in opinion from the conductors of the 
" Herald " were not well treated in it, yet misused 
in its columns in such an unsuspecting manner that 
they should not discover it by any thing they should 
read there ! Then prejudicing the Burnhams, say- 
ing to Edwin, Money due you has been taken from 
the Church treasury, on the plea of having paid it to 
you, by Elder Himes, and put into his own pocket ; 
and I have heard Bro. H. speak ill of you ; writing 
to Bro. Mansfield, I have heard Bro. H. speak dis- 
respectfully of you. Please write any facts you know 
against him. Awful disclosures are coming out about 
him. Disaffectingthe mind of Elder Needham, whis- 
pering in the ears of Elder Hawkes, inviting Elder 
Plummer to take a private walk on the Common for 
private conversation. Making awful developments 
at New York, &c. &c, and all for the advancement 
of the cause — all without a thought of hurting a hair 
on the head of" Bro. Himes." 

Is it any wonder that when Bro. Himes respectful- 
ly asks his Church to inquire into these reports, in- 
forming them that somebody is thus engaged, that he 
should declare it an attack on himself? Is it any 
wonder that when another brings these as charges 
against Elder H, that Elder W. should do all in his 
power to defeat a hearing, unless he can first be pro- 
nounced innocent of them ? Is it a matter of sur- 
prise that he should refuse to meet impartial breth- 
ren in consultation respecting it? and refuse an in- 
vestigation any where, except before those whom he 
had first made parties in the case by getting them to 
agree to defend him by passing the following : 

" Whereas it is the duty of every Church to defend 
the character of their pastor when assailed, that his 
instructions may be attended by the Divine blessing 
and heard without unwarrented prejudice ; and where- 
as J. P. weethee, who has been our pastor for the 
last year, came a stranger to labor with us, yet with 
a character unblemished; and whereas he is now 
snffering (as he considers) under severe charges or 
accusations made against him by a member with us, 
and by the same circulated privately and in a very 
public manner through the colums of the " Advent 
Herald," May 18th, thereby inflicting upon the same, 
in his estimation, a very serious injury ; and where- 
as the aforesaid Pastor has made known the same to 
the Church requesting them to act in this matter as 
the defendants of his character ; 



" Therefore, Resolved, that in the opinion of this 
Church, the article in the Advent Herald of May 
18th, headed " More Secret Workings," which ap- 
pears over the signature of J. V. Himes, docs contain 
charges of a serious nature against some person or 
persons, and that, there is sufficient evidence, that the 
authors of said article did consider J. P. Weethee, 
the Pastor of the Church aforesaid, as one of the 
persons therein intended." — pp. 37, 38. 

Does it astonish any one that after they had thus 
prejudged the case, that he should take the judicial 
chair and sit in judgment on his brethren ? 

Complaining that he has become known in con- 
nection with this business, by the betrayal of those 
bound to secrecy he says : 

" I would ask, if confidential conversation at a man's 
home can be betrayed, when is a person safe? Is 
there to be fidelity on one side and none on the other? 
Such has been the course that this matter has taken 
from the first, that persons have thought they were 
doing God service when they were betraying to one, 
man the most sacred trust reposed in them by others. 
Let such a course be pursued and there is an end of 
all confidence, and we shall look on each other in the 
light of informers." — p. 25. 

Is an "informer "a disreputable person? His 
associate claimed to be " only an informer." How 
will he reconcile this charge of betrayal of confidence, 
with his former plea, that he had had no such confi- 
dential communications? If various persons pouring 
into the ears of one man, would cause them to " look 
on each other in the light of informers," in what 
ight do he and his associates regard each other? In 
what work, different from that, have they been en- 
gaged ? 

After giving his version of the progress of things 
in New York, he says : " Let us now trace the El- 
der from the day he lands in Boston, to the Confer- 
ence in that city. What was his course in the Char- 
don-street Church, in the absence of its pastor to 
Philadelphia? He visits private families with J. 
Pearson, who tells of deeds of horrid darkness, secrete 
plots, and intended assassination, (spiritual) and hints 
so distinctly the name of the chief conspirator, that 
even the Sabbath school children go to their homes 
and say, they don't want to hear Bro. Weethee lec- 
ture any more, for he is trying to kill Bro. Himes. 
—p. 25. 

On returning from New York, Elder Pearson said 
he wished to see the colored sister who was said to 
have been wronged by Bro. Himes of $1,500. They 
first went to see a sister who was dying and offered 
to her Christian consolation in the closing struggle. — 
They then called on the colored sister, and Elder 
Pearson made inquiries of her, Bro. Himes previous- 
ly saying nothing. They then went to find Wood and 
Marshall ; but going by Mrs. Nourse's house, where 
Bro. H. had business, having no connection with 
Elder W.'s case, they called there and he transact- 
ed that, and then the only call they made was on 
Wood and Marshall, associates with Mr. Weethee 
in this business. Besides these they made no calls. 
Why is it that the simple truth should be thus dis- 
torted ? and a plain statement of facts be so distaste- 
ful ? The " children " who did not want to hear 
Elder W. lecture, was a single child, who had not 
seen them, and whose father saw Mr Weethee's 
course at New York ! 

He then says : " He had a committee appointed from 
the Church, consisting of J. Emerson and J. G. 
Hamblin, not to search out, but to receive charges." — 
On page 27 Elder N. says, it " was the action of the 
Church, at his request, appointing a committee to 
search into the origin and nature of the rumors 
against him." When the parties agree among them- 
selves, it will be time to notice the accuracy of the 
statement agreed on. 

He then, conies to the first Conference in Boston, 
and says : " How much of the Advent funds were ex- 
pended in collecting this full assembly in Boston I say 
not." — page 26. He can easily estimate by adding 
the worth of time, and the expense, of coming to and 
returning from it, for each person present. Does he 
grudge them the right to make such a use of their 
time and money as they feel disposed ? He says : 
" It will be necessary in this place to state one fact, 
t hat heretofore our conferences have not been delegated 
bodies, but volunteer associations, made up of all Ad- 
vent believers, male or female, who had leisure and 
means to come. In this way there might be 30 or 
40 from one church, or many who belonged to Bap- 
tist, Methodist or Orthodox churches." This is very 
true. It has been our boast that bigotry and sectari- 
anism found no place among us. The object of Ad- 
vent Conferences is thus expressed, in an address sent 
forth by the first one held, which was convened in 
Boston Oct. 14, 1840, in the Chardon-street Chapel. 

" Our object in assembling at this time, our object in 
addressing you, and our object in other efforts, sepa- 
rate and combined, on the subject of the kingdom of 
heaven at hand,' is to revive and restore this ancient 
faith, to renew the ancient landmarks, to 'stand in 
the ways, and see and ask for the old paths, where is 
the good way ' in which our fathers walked, and the 
martyrs ' found rest to their souls.' We have no 
purpose to distract the churches with any new inven- 
tions, or to get to ourselves a name by starting anoth- 
er sect among the followers of the Lamb. We nei- 
ther condemn, nor rudely assail, others of a faith dif- 
ferent from our own, nor dictate in matters of con- 
science for our brethren, nor seek to demolish their 
organizations, nor build new ones of our own ; but 
simply to express our convictions like Christians, 
with the reasons for entertaining them which have 
persuaded us to understand the word and promises, 
the prophecies and the gospel, of our Lord, as the 
first Christians, the primitive ages of the church, 
and the profoundly learned and intelligent reformers, 
have unanimously done, in the faith and hope that the 
Lord will ' come quickly ' ' in his glory,' to fulfil 
all his promises in the resurrection of the dead. 

" We are agreed and harmonize with the published 
creed of the Episcopal, Dutch Reformed, Presbyteri- 
an, and Methodist churches, together with the Cam- 
bridge Platform of the Congregational church, and 
the Lutheran and the Roman Catholic, churches, in 
maintaining that Christ's second and only coming 
now will be' to judge the world at the last day.' 
"We are not of" those who sow discord among 



brethren, who withdraw from the fellowship of the 
churches, who rail at the office of the ministry, and 
triumph in the exposure of the errors of a secular and 
apostate church, and who count themselves holier 
than others, or wiser than their fellows. The gra- 
cious Lord has opened to us wondrous things in his 
word whereof we are glad, and in view of which we 
rejoice with fear and trembling. We reverently 
bless his name, and we offer these things, with the 
right hand of our Christian fellowship and union, to 
all disciples of our common Lord, of every sect and 
denomination, praying them, by the love of crucified 
Jesus, to regard ' the promise of his coming,' and to 
cultivate ' the love of his appearing,' and to sanctify 
themselves in view of his approaching with power 
and great glory ; although they conscientiously dif- 
fer from us in minor points of faith, or reject some of 
the peculiarities which exist in individuals of this 
Conference. 

" We do not seek to excite the prejudices of our 
fellow-men, or to join with those who mock at sin, 
or who scoff at the word or promise of the great Je- 
hovah, or who lightly esteem offices and ordinances 
of the church, or who empty of their power the threat- 
enings of the holy law, or who count the blood of the 
atonement a useless thing, or who refuse to worship 
and honor the Son of God, even as they honor the 
Father; nor do we refuse any of these, or others of 
divers faith, whether Roman or Protestant, who re- 
ceive and heartily embrace the doctrine of the Lord's 
coming in his kingdom : for reason and experience 
unite to teach, in the words of the apostle, that 
' every man's work shall be made manifest ; for the 
day shall declare it ;' and the vivid appiehension of 
its approach tries and consumes the wood, and hay, 
and stubble, among our opinions, and we all become, 
by gentle necessity, the lambs of one flock, and are 
led into one fold, under the hand of the chief Shep- 
herd and Bishop of souls." 

Kepwt of the Gen. Con., Boston, Oct. 1840— pp. 20-23. 

We hope it will be a long time before we 
shall set up a sectarian standard, and disfellow- 
ship any who give evidence that they love the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity; or give the lie 
to past professions, by closing the doors in the 
face of any humble followers of the Saviour, 
who sympathise with us in the great objects of 
our mission. 

W. proceeds, same page : " It was soon seen 
that the old managers had the control of all 
matters, and that it was useless for any others 
to propose business for action." Did he suppose 
that old and tried friends were to be set aside 
for the benefit of new managers who were still 
strangers " to the brethren ? 
He says, same page: "The nature, spirit, 
and works of that Conference, I shall not at- 
tempt to describe. The reckless ' Amens,' 
the deeply rooted prejudice and partiality, the 
unchristian spirit, and intemperate speeches 
made and exhibited by many members, are a 
deep stain on our former character. Two per- 
sons were forced to hear, for nearly four days, 
the most vulgar and reproachful epithets applied 
to them, that could well be invented, at least by 
Christian professors." The numerous and re- 
spectable brethren who were present will see 
how they are regarded by Elder W. A fairer 
representation of Adventists in New England 
could not probably be collected. The brethren 
at. large will judge from this manifestation of 
regard for the opinion and judgment of ethers, 
the origin of his scruples to leave the difficulties 
to a committe of mutual friends. 

He comes on page 28 to the charges present- 
ed by Elder Needham, on the authority of 
Madam " Rumor" and " Common Fame." By 
this time our readers have no difficulty in dis- 
cerning what two individual personate those 
nonentities. As those charges were duly con- 
sidered a few weeks since, and as they will come 
up in another place and form, that portion of 
the pamphlet will be here passed over, except 
as it may be noticed by the committee of the 
Church, and portions of it be attended to under 
other heads. 

The falsity of the charges on which a mock 
trial was had, will be duly attended to in their 
order. 

Testimony of Elder Jones. 

New York, Sept. itk, 1850. 
I have read the pamphlet, purporting to be your 
trial before a party claiming to be the Chardon-st. 
Church, and it forcibly reminds me of a threat which 
I heard uttered in your office, the week after the 
spring conference in Boston, by Micajah Wood. It 
made a deep impression on my mind at the time, and 
I have frequently mentioned it since. I could not, 
however, at the time, persuade myself that he really 
intended to carry out that threat, but supposed he 
intended to frighten you to a settlement on his terms. 
I will state the threat, and leave your readers to judge 
how far, if at all, it has been fulfilled. 

Mr. Wood said to you : " We have arranged to 
settle this matter. We (meaning the Church, as I 
understood him,) will clear you — give you a clean 
breast, as you call it — and you must clear Weethee." 

To this you replied : " What have I to do with Eld. 
Weethee in the matter of these charges ? they are 
presented by Eld. Needham ; and I ask you to in- 
vestigate them , and say to my brethren abroad whether 
they are true or false." 

M. Wood at once became greatly impassioned, 



Mr 

and said : " Well, if you want to press this matter 
go on. You will get enough of it before you get 
through with it. There are more than fifty disaffect 
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ed persons in this city %vho would sweat to anything any light 
that was ever said about you ; and Needham will carry Judson. 
this matter as far as you want to carry it." 

You will perhaps recollect my saying to you after- 
wards, that if Mr. W. really meant what he said, 
you must make up your mind for the worst ; for there 
would be nothing left undone to ruin you. 

It seems that Mr. M. Wood, Mr. Weethee's chief 
counsellor (if not original informant, in some of these 
things,) in this case, knew of nothing against you up 
to that time which the veil of charity could not cover 
up — he could have then given you a " clean breast " — 
provided you would have cleared Weethee! 

I. E. Jones. 

Letter from Deacon P. Hobart, of Boston. 

Boston {Mass.), Sept. 9th, 1850. 
Dear Buo. Himes : — I have for some time felt it to 
be duty to say a few words to you respecting your tri- 
als, which have been a great grief to me. It is with 
deep feelings that I say what 1 do, sensible that the 
eye of God is upon me. 

It has been one of the most trying scenes of my 
life, now, at the advanced age of 67, to be called into 
action betwixt two ministers whom I so tenderly 
loved. My first impression was, that Mr. Weethee 
had said some things which he ought not to have 
said, and probably would not have said, if he had 
rightly understood your business. I found there was 
more blame laid to him than I was willing to think 
he was guilty of. But then I thought he must have 
been some to blame. I had a long interview with 
him. I thought him to be sincere. He succeeded 
in convincing me that he had no intentions of injur- 
ing you in any way, and 1 expressed that opinion to 
others. But on further examination, it seemed oth- 
erwise, — that is, that I was mistaken. If I had 
any doubts or fears about it, the pamphlet published, 
professing to be the trial of Elder J. V. Himes, has 
removed them all, and established the fact, in my 
opinion, that there was a secret plan laid to destroy 
your usefulness, which was utterly denied when it 
first came to my knowledge. It is one of the most 
astonishing things to me that I have met with during 
my whole life, that any of those, not only professing 
godliness, but looking for the coming of our blessed 
Lord and Saviour to call us to an account for all the 
deeds done in the body, should be striving to injure 
their brethren. Should he come and find such do- 
ings, would he say to such, " Well done, good and 
faithful servant n 1 

Well, dear brother, we know not the trials we 
have yet to pass through. We are surrounded with 
evils, and dangers, and temptations. 0 that God's 
grace may be sufficient for us, that we may never ren- 
der evil for evil, but ever follow that which is good, 
not only amongst ourselves, but unto all men, that we 
may be blameless and harmless. Let others do as 
they will, as for us we will serve the Lord. Yours, 
in Christian love and fellowship, Peter Hobart. 

Bro. Hobart was a meml)er of the Park-street 
(Congregational) Church in this city. He received 
a dismission from that Church the past year, accom- 
panied by an attestation of his regular standing and 
the purity of his character ; and on that recommenda- 
tion was received by the Chardon-street Church. 

Correspondence of Elders Judson, Xccdham, and 
Weethee, with Elder L. D. Mansfield. 

The following correspondence would have ap- 
peared in its proper place, had not Bro. Mansfield 
hesitated to furnish it, on account of threats to prose- 
cute, a request to burn, &c, till too late : — 



upon this subject was from L. P. 



LETTER FROM L. P. JCDSON. 

Salem, Mass., April 3, 1850. 
Dear Bro. Mansfield :— * * * The 
particular object of writing to you is to make 
several suggestions concerning the general in- 
terests of our cause. 

The ''Class for Mutual Improvement" met 
on Monday of this week, ami among other 
things appointed a committee, consisting of Bin. 
Weethee and Needham and myself, to draft 
some general outline of a plan to secure more 
efficient labors in the cause, and to arrange 
several things which seem now to hang at rather 
loose ends. 

It is no part of our object to legislate on doc- 
trines to be preached, but to devise the brst 
means of disseminating the doctrines we cher- 
ish. 

It is suggested whether we cannot have some 
plan or general understanding of the division 
of labor, so that brethren shall not, as it is now 
frequently, send appointments so as to have two 
or three with the same church at nearly or quite 
the same time, and then perhaps none for one 
or more months. 

Also, that there should be some arrangement 
concerning our missionary funds and labor. 
Who shall be the almoners of the bounties of 
the Church. Who shall direct as to the dis- 
bursement, &c. 

Does the interest of the cause demand tht 
publication of another paper ? If so, is Buffalo 
Syracuse, or New York, the best location ?— 
What is the relation that our present papers 
sustain to the cause ? 

Have we not several young men who ought 
to be preparing by a study of the Word to be- 
come preachers ? What is the best way to lead 
them into the work ? &c. &c. 

The above are among the general points we 
want to consider at New York Conference, and 
if we cannot conclude on arrangements there, 
to complete them at Boston. 

I write at the suggestion of brethren, and 
please allow me to depend on you to write to 
Mr. Bales and other brethren in your vicinity, 
and secure as good an attendance at N. Y. as 
may be. If these things are considered, you 
will see that much importance will be attached 
to our deliberations at that Conference. Will 
you not also write some one member ot the 
committee — perhaps Bro. Needham, at Worces- 
ter — and give us any suggestions you have to 
make on any or all of the above points, or any 
others. " In a multitude of counsellors there is 
safety." Give us the best advice you can, that 
we may be able to give a thoroughly digested 
plan. * * * * Yours, &c. 

L. P. Judson. 



LETTER FROM ELD. L. D. MANSFIELD, OF SYRACUSE. 

Dear Bro. Himes: — It is a painful alterna- 
tive in which I am now called to act. I must 
see a brother, whom I have long known and 
loved as a man of surpassing energy and de- 
votedness to the cause of God, followed with 
the evident purpose of blasting all his prospects 
of usefulness, and utterly destroying a character 
which has borne, unscathed, the malignity of 
open foes and false friends, for the last twelve 
years — or I must expose, to the public gaze, the 
correspondence of one whom I have also known 
and loved, as a friend and brother, for about the 
same length of time, and also the correspondence 
of two other brethren, in order to show what 
motives and feelings have been in exercise in 
pursuing the course which those brethren, who 
have originated the " Pamphlet," have taken, 
and the ultimate object aimed at by those breth- 
ren. I have long hesitated to make public, let- 
ters which were confidentially written,and which 
I knew must, in the very nature of them, con- 
firm all your suspicions relative to the purpose 
actuating the movers in this war upon your char- 
acter. But I must act according to my conv.c- 
tions of duty, though it may cost " a right hand " 
or 14 a right eye ;" and I therefore proceed to 
state to you all 1 know of this painful affair, and 
to submit to your numerous friends and to the 
world — a correspondence, which I should have 
felt bound to keep to myself, but for the evidence 
which it contains, when compared with subse- 
quent developments, that the spirit which prompt- 
ed, and the motives which actuated the movers 
in this affair, were far from being so disinterested 
as has been claimed. I am conscious of no per- 
sonal unkindness toward either of those breth- 
ren, and would have been glad to have seen 



This letter was quite misapprehended at first, 
as I had not the remotest idea that Judson, and 
the other members of the Committee named, 
could be engaged in any movement subversive 
of the " Advent Herald;" and when Judson in- 
quired, " What relation do our present papers 
sustain to the cause ?" I supposed that he was 
referring more especially to the Western paper 
— as he also inquired, " Whether we needed 
another paper ? and if so, whether Buffalo, Syra- 
cuse, or New York, was the best location ?" all 
of which places are in New York State, where 
the " Harbinger " is located. And I was aware, 
that Judson had endeavored before, to buy out 
the " Harbinger," and had for years manifested 
a wonderful itching to be connected with the 
paper publishing business ; a position to which 
I apprehend he would only need to have called 
himself, in order to get a most decided verdict 
from the brethren, to the purport, that they 
did not consider him a suitable person for that 
position. 

It might be a matter of surprise that Judson him- 
self did not attend the New York Conference, after 
saying that " much importance would be attached 
to our deliberations at New York," and requesting 
the attendance of Bro. Bates and myself, were we 
not in possession of many statements of his making 
in different places, which he was evidently indisposed 
to meet in the presence of yourself and the Advent 
brethren. Therefore, concluding that " discretion 
was the better part of valor," he goes West before 
the N. Y. Conference, and does not return, though 
he told me at Syracuse, as he was going home, that 
he intended to return to the N. Y. Conference, and 
that the brethren East had contributed so that he had 
the means to go. 

I regard J udson as one of the movers in this ef- 
fort to get possession of, or to supplant the " Her- 
ald," though from your other correspondence (see 
Elder Osier's statement, &c.,) his " workings " were 
not as 14 secret " as some others. 

This was my only letter from L. P. Judson, but 
acting upon his suggestion, I wrote Bro. Needham 



dollars. It has ever been a wonder to me when I 
have thought of it since, how it could cost fifty dol- 
lars, over and above all that brethren there did to 
sustain it. In the 14 Herald " of March 23d is a state- 
ment, entitled, 44 Tract and Mission Fund," which 
needs an explanation. That statement has called my 
attention anew to the fifty dollar item at Syracuse. 
Will you do me the favor to communicate immediate- 
ly, as Brn. Weethee, Judson, and myself, have been 
appointed a committee to prepare some plan for ac- 
tion at New York, and probably Boston, at the Con- 
ferences. We wish to get such information in re- 
gard to the use of our money as will enable us here- 
after to know how it is used. You will see by that 
statement that. Bro. Himes has expended over seven 
hundred dollars, as he claims for Missionary and 
Tract purposes, and besides four hundred dollars 
more for other purposes. [Note 1.] 

Over eleven hundred dollars expended ; by whom 1 
By any agent of Conference 1 No. Conference at 
Boston appointed over thirty persons to assist in get- 
ting up and sustaining Advent meetings in the United 
States, not one of whom, so far as I know, has 
been consulted in the distribution of these funds. — 
Bro. Bliss was appointed Treasurer (for minutes, see 
44 Herald," June 10, '49) ; and how he has disposed 
of the funds (near $500) is best known to himself. 
We must suppose that he and Bro. Himes have dis- 
posed of them together, but by what authority Bro. 
H. has meddled with them I know not, he not having 
any trust ot any kind committed to him last spring. 
[Note 2.] 

Disclosures have recently been made which have 
disaffected some of Bro. Himes' warmest friends in 
this region. I mention Brn. Weethee, Edwin, Elam, 
and Wesley Burnham, Judson, J. Cummings, besides 
almost the entire Chardon-street Church. 

A crisis has come, such as I never expected. [Note 
3.] We wish you could come to both Conferences, 
but you must not fail to be at New York. We would 
like also if Bro. Bates is prepared to stand up against 
any storm that may arise, if he would come. But 
neither he nor any other person should know anything 
about the matter unless they keep it the most profound 
secret, till they see the friends in this region, and have 
an explanation. This whole movement has origi- 
nated with Bro. Himes' old and tried friends, who 
have stood by him in every hour — but they will stand 
there no longer, unless he clears up the dark clouds 
that now lower around. It is for his good, that of 
the cause, and all concerned, that there should be an 
investigation. [Note 4.] 

We wish to manage the matter so that Bro. H. 
will be as little injured as possible — for we are his 
friends. He was with me yesterday,* but has no sus- 
picion of the movement, and the success of it depends 
on his not knowing it till all is ready. 1 entrust this 
to you, Bro. Mansfield, as a man of God, who I know 
to be true. Betray it not, my brother ; nay, I know 
you will not. 0 if you knew an hundredth part of 
what I do, you would be astonished, you would need 
no caution. [5.] Perhaps I ought to give you a general 
item or two. It is believed by some of the brethren 
in the Chardon-street Church, who have made esti- 
mates, that Bro. Himes is worth from $12,000 to 
$14,000 ! He proposed to buy Chardon-st. Chapel 
to 44 save the cause " in Boston, yet he charges $600 
rent ! While here the other evening, he said he 
had left his 44 subscription for the cause," for two 
hundred dollars, for this year. I have learned since 
how he pays $200 — charges $600 rent, minus two, 
leaving/owr / Four hundred dollars wrenched out 
of that poor congregation. This is 8 per cent, on 
$5000. Besides, he has the use of the upper part. 

After Bro. Weethee went to Boston, he expended 
what funds he had, but nothing was done for him for 
six weeks ; then, after a week's delay, being informed 
of his necessities, seventy dollars was raised for Bro. 
W., and Bro. Himes took the money, saying, 44 Now 
I will make Bro. Weethee's heart glad to-morrow 
morning;" but after seven days' more delay, paid 
fifty of it over, and the brethren never knew till a few 
days since, but that he paid all over — in conversation 
with Bro. W. it came out. These are specimens— 
but not the worst. O brother, what are we coming 
to ! Since 1 commenced writing I got down to pray, 
and have wept heartily over this matter. Yours, 

G. Needham. 
P.S. Write me immediately, and do not fail to 
come to New York. We may want a new editor of 

. Would you be willing if it comes to that? 

Think, but not aloud, we are living in perilous times 
— may our God sustain us. I confess 1 feel strange, 
but God will defend the right. [Note 6.] 



them pursue a different course, from that pur- at Worcesterj as a member of ^ Commiu and 
sued in the trial of Bro. Himes, and in the pub- , subsequently received the following letter, which 
lication of the " Pamphlet which, by the way, ! " 
will be better appreciated, after reading the ac- 
companying letters, especially those which are 
over Bro. Needham's signature.— Not that Bro. 
N. was at the bottom of this affair, but that he 
has revealed substantially who was, and what 
the design was on the part of the originators of 
this movement. 

The first letter which I received throwing 



filled me with grief and astonishment, and showed 
me that I had not understood the enigmas of Judson's 
letter. I here give Bro. N.'s letter, with remarks : 

FIRST LETTER FROM G. NEEDHAM. 

Worcester {Mass.), April 9th, 1850. 
Dear Bro. Mansfield : — I write to inquire of 
you a little about the expenses of the Syracuse Tent 
meeting last summer. Soon after that meeting Bro. 
Himes wrote to me that, that meeting cost him fifty 



I freely confess that this letter shook my con- 
fidence a little in yourself (Bro. Himes), but not 
so much as to lead me to take sides with those 
whom he represented as disaffected. Several 
points must be noticed. In reply to the inquiries 
relating to the Tent Meeting I informed Bro. 
N. that I had no accurate account of the receipts 
and expenditures, as the money did not all pass 
through my hands, but from the best calculation 
I could make, there might have been that amount 
($50,) expended by Bro. Himes there. 

Note 1. — Bro N. refers to the amount which 
Bro. Himes represented himself to have expend- 
ed in the cause, and exclaims, '■'■over eleven 
hundred dollars expended — by whom ? By any 

agent of Conference ? No! Bro. Bliss 

was appointed treasurer, and how he has dis- 
posed of the funds (over $500) is best known 
to himself. We must suppose that he and Bro. 
Himes have disposed of them together ; but by 
what authority Bro. H. has meddled with them, 
I know not, he not having any trust of any kind 
committed to him last spring." 

I must confess I was surprised at this para- 
graph at the time, for I supposed this fund was 



* Elder N. said in the Conference, that when El- 
der Himes left his house at this time, he had the full- 
est fellowship for him. That afternoon a man went 
to him 44 in a flood of tears." — Ed. 



raised to aid in the work of scattering light on 
the Advent, and was designed especially to 
further the efforts, which Bro Himes had been 
most energetically putting forth for years, in the 
"Missionary and Tract" cause. The receipts 
and disbursements, for the abote cause had been 
acknowledged in the 44 Herald," and if 44 over 
eleven hundred dollars " had been expended in 
this cause, and Brn. Bliss and Himes had acted 
in concert about it, what wonderful iniquity was 
there in it ? Had Brn. Himes and Bliss no 
right to confer together in the matter? Strange 
that two men so intimately associated should 
not be allowed to advise together in the use of 
monies paid in for the express purpose of doing, 
on a little more enlarged scale, what the 
4, Herald" office had always been doingto spread 
the doctrine of the coming of Christ. But I 
ask, if the language used by Bro. N. does not 
imply that Brn. Himes and Bliss had dishonest- 
ly perverted these funds ? 44 Bro. Bliss was 
appointed treasurer, and how he has disposed of 
the funds is best known to himself. We must sup- 
pose that he and Bro. Himes have disposed of 
them together" ! t ! 

This looks to me cruel and uncharitable in 
the extreme These two brethren who, with 
other noble hearted men, have borne the heat 
and burden of the Advent conflict, and have 
labored untiringly for this holy cause for years, 
are here impliedly guilty of the surpassing wick- 
edness of misappropriating the funds contributed 
by their brethren and sisters, to warn the world 
and prepare them for the coming of Christ ! ! 

This statement, together with what is said, 
toward the close of the letter, relative to the 
Chapel and Bro. Weethee's matters, led me to 
understand that Bro. Himes was regarded as a 
dishonest man ; and also led me to inquire in my 
next letter 44 if Bro. Bliss was implicated in the 
dishonesty ?" The answer will appear in the 
next letter from Bro. N. 

Bro. N. says further: 44 Conference appointed 
over thirty persons to assist in getting up meet- 
ings in various parts of the United States, not 
one of whom, so far as I know, has been consulted 
in the distribution of these funds." I ask, were 
they appointed as the disbursing committeee ? 
No. They were 44 appointed to get up meet- 
ings." Was there any vote of Conference that 
these funds should pay the expenses of those 
meetings ? No. Did any of these brethren 
ask for funds or tracts without getting aid ? 1 
think not. 

But Bro. Needham exclaims, 44 Over eleven 
hundred dollars expended by whom ? By any 
agent of Conference ? No .' " Now, Bro. 
Bliss was Treasurer, and if the Conference 
had no agent for the purpose of carrying on 
the Tract and Mission enterprise, — it is plain 
that Bro Bliss himself should appropriate the 
funds, — or wait a year for Conference to appoint 
some one to do it. But Bro. Bliss knew that 
we had not been so exceedingly particular in 
our arrangements, as to require any great for- 
mality, and that Bro. Himes was considered, 
virtually, the disbursing agent of the Advent 
body, — by the very position which he occupied, 
as publisher of tracts and as an evangelist la- 
boring in all parts of the the land, and holding 
meetings which cost necessarily very considera- 
ble sums of money. 

But to the point. Was Bro. Himes virtually 
the 44 agent of the Conference '7 Bro. Need- 
ham says in this letter, 44 No! This money 
was not expended by any agent of Conference." 
Now I w ish to quote from his plea. ( 44 Pam- 
phlet," page 98,) 44 We go back (says Bro. N.) 
even to the commencement, and we find him 
(Himes) first only editor, but subsequently pub- 
lisher, yet all along declaring that he is not 
the 14 proprietor," that he is only an 4 agent ' of 
the Advent body, and though there has been no 

FORMAL VOTE DECLARING HIM SUCH, yet by COM- 
MON consent, and by the oft repeated votes 
of different Conferences, .approbating his 
course, he is VIRTUALLY RECOGNIZED 
AS SUCH." 

Here we have a flat contradiction. In his 
letter to me, he declares Bro. Himes 44 is no 
agent of Conference" ; and on the floor of the 
Conference in Boston, in opposing a resolution 
44 approving Bro. H.'s course," he says that 
" Bro. Himes is no agent of Conference," and 
therefore they ought not to express their confi- 
dence in him in that associated capacity. 

But now we read in the 44 Pamphlet," from 
Bro. N.'s own pen, that, 44 by common consent, 
and by the oft repeated votes of different 
Conferences, he was virtually recognized as 
agent for the cause." 

When had 44 this virtual recognition " of this 
relationship between Bro. H. and his brethren 
ever been nullified, that he should be accused 
of 44 meddling " with the funds of the cause, 
when in addition to the monies contributed by 
brethren, he expended also several hundred dol- 
lars, which by his industry and untiring zeal he 
had secured to himself to be appropriated as he 
chose to do ? 

No Conference had ever directly, or indirect- 
ly, disapproved of his appropriations of means, 
and he was still 41 virtually the agent of Con- 
ference," if he had ever been. 
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While on this point let me say, that I do not 
see any discrepancy between Bro. Himes' pro- 
fessions of "agency" and " proprietorship." In 
one sense he is agent, in another, proprietor. 

An agent is a steward — we are all stewards 
of our property and talents — and are also pro- 
prietors. To illustrate : say that President 
Weethee is converted to the Advent faith. He 
communicates with his brethren, both orally 
and by letter, on the subject of his new faith. 
He says : " I have sacrificed two professions, 
which cost me $1,500, for the Advent faith. 
I have consecrated myself, and all I have, to 
the work. I have laid all upon the altar. I 
feel that I am not my own," &c. 

Now would any one suppose that Br. W. 
belied his professions, if he should build a brick 
house in Cincinnati, and upon being asked, who 
was the "proprietor " of that house, should say 
he was? Or if he had purchased a library to 
aid him in his work, would any one suppose 
that he had falsified his professions, if he should 
say to an inquirer, " These books are my 
property"? If Bro. Needham makes similar 
professions of consecration to the cause of God, 
(and we all make them,) does he consider that 
the Advent cause (Conference) has claims upon 
him, and can use his money earned as "Chap- 
lain of the Legislature " — or in any other way, 
— as they please ? No ! surely not ! 

But should his brethren — at large, or individ- 
ually — give him funds for a special purpose, 
and he misappropriate them, they would have 
cause to complain. So if our brethren have 
given Bro. Himes more money to use for the 
" Tract and Mission cause" than he has used 
in that way, they might complain; but now he 
has used some hundreds of dollars of his own, 
and this is a grievous offence. 

How could you, Bro. Himes, commit such a 
sin, as to give any of your own hard earnings, 
to spread the truth without an order from — from 
— whom ? Perhaps I should say, President 
Weethee and G. Needham! ! I do not know 
whom else they would have consulted, for 
thev are the complainants. 

This whole array. of supposed discrepancies, 
amounts to nothing, to those who are willing to 
see the truth. 

Note 2. — But in another place, a most des- 
perate blow is aimed at Bro. Himes' reputation. 
" Disclosures have recently been made which 
have disaffected some of Bro. Himes' warmest 
friends in this region. I mention Brn. Weethee, 
Edwin, Wesley, and Elam Burnham, Judson, 
and Cummings, and almost the whole Chardon- 
street Church. A crisis has come such as I 
never expected." 

The fact that so many brethren in the minis- 
try were disaffected, and "almost all Chardon- 
street Church," staggered my confidence much, 
but I was not then aware of the influences which 
had been brought to bear on these persons, to 
make them "disaffected;" but it will apppear 
in full in the defence of this case. 

Note 3. — Bro. Needham urges me by all 
means to come to the New York Conference, 
and wishes " Bro. Bates to be prepared to stand 
up against any storm that may arise ;" and then 
says : " The whole affair has originated with 
Bro. Himes' tried friends, who have stood by 
him in every hour, but will stand there no 
longer unless he clears up the dark clouds which 
now lower around." He further adds : " It is 
for his good, and the good of the cause, that 
there should be an investigation. 

What influences could be drawn from such 
remarks, but that Bro. Himes' case was to be 
investigated at New York ; and if on trial he 
could not " clear up the dark clouds," his breth- 
ren — " tried friends " — " would stand by him no 
longer." Now here we see that the purpose of 
Bro. N. and his associates was to try Bro. 
Himes in New York, at t/ie Conference. How 
does this compare with their utter repudia- 
tion of any tribunal, except the local Church, 
of which Bro. Himes was a member? How 
does it compare with Needham's objection to 
the Conference passing a vote expressive of 
confidence in Bro. Himes, when he said that to 
do so, would be " forestalling the action of the 
Church of which Himes was a member." 

Suppose the New York Conference had 
passed a vote that they could not in view of the 
report of "Common fame," (alias, President 
Weethee,) any longer approve of Bro. Himes' 
course. Do you think these brethren would 
have been so much afraid of " forestalling the 
action of the Chardon-street Church ?" Nay, 
ve rily. But how happened they to discover 
that it was desperate wickedness, and "taking 
the place of the head of the Church "—for any 
other body besides the local Church of which 
^ro. Himes was a member to intermeddle with 
this matter ? When they found that their plan 
bad leaked out, and that the New York Confer- 
ence was not made up of the material which 
would enable them to carry out their plan, they 
changed their plan, as will be seen in the pro- 
cess of this investigation, but their design will 
jmher appear, and you must decide whether 
were were any "secret workings." 

IVote 4.—« We wish (says Bro. N.) to man 
age the matter so that Bro. Himes will be in 



jured as little as possible, for we are his friends. 
He was with me yesterday, but has no suspicion 

OF THE MOVEMENT, AND THE SDCCESS OF IT DE- 
PENDS on his NOT KNOWING TILL ALL IS 
READY. BETRAY IT NOT, my brother, 
nay, I know you will not. 0 if you knew an 
HUNDREDTH PART of what I do, you would 
be astonished, you would need no caution." — 
And before he had said : "Neither Bro. Bates, 
nor any other person, should know anything 
about it, unless they keep it the most PRO- 
FOUND SECRET, till they see the friends in 
this region and hear an explanation." They 
"wished to manage the matter so that Bro. 
Himes would be injured as little as possible, 
for we are his friends." How strange such 
language sounds, after reading subsequent let- 
ters and the Pamphlet. I will only say, that if 
they have pursued such a course as to " injure 
Bro. Himes as little as possible" then I do not 
know what course they could have pursued to 
injure him as much as possible. 

Bro. N. adds: " He [Bro. H.] was with me yes- 
terday, but has no suspicion of the movement." 
What does this indicate! A readiness to " tell Bro. 
Himes bis fault between him and thee alone " ? — 
No ! Why did he not say to Bro. Himes, that there 
were rumors against him, and ask for an explana- 
tion ? He might have obtained answers which 
would have saved all this unhappy, and in all proba- 
bility, final alienation of brethren ? 

"The success of the movement depends upon his 
not knowing till all is ready." The least that 
can be said of this expression is, that they were to 
come upon him in an unprepared moment, and that 
their entire movement would be a failure, unless they 
could keep Bro. H. in ignorance of the movement. 
Is this "doing as they would be done unto?" If 
they were disposed to do everything for God, and in 
open daylight, and to give Bro. H. an opportunity to 
defend himself against the assault that was evidently 
contemplated upon his character, why say that "the 
success of the movement depends upon his not know- 
ing till all is ready " ? In my reply to Bro. N., I ex- 
pressed the hope that no public investigation would 
be had, but that Bro. H. would be seen by a com- 
mittee of his brethren, who were aware of the re- 
ports circulated against him. 

Bro. N. says further : " BETRAY it not, my 

brother ; nay, I know you will not Neither 

Bro. Bates, nor any body else, should know anything 
about it, unless they keep it THE MOST PRO- 
FOUND SECRET, until they see the friends in this 
region; and hear an explanation from them." 

This imposition of secrecy 1 faithfully regarded, 
and only confided the matter to one or two besides 
Bro. Bates, (and these persons were very especial 
friends of Bro. Himes), and not a word reached Bro. 
Himes from me previous to the New York Confer- 
ence. I fully expected to attend this Conference, and 
purposed, that first of all, a committee of those 
brethren, who were aware of these reports, should 
wait on Bro. Himes privately, and open this matter 
to him, and this I knew would be " doing as I would 
be done by." But I was providentially hindered 
from attending that Conference, and of course could 
have nothing to do with arrrangements, except by 
advice. 

Immediately after the New York Conference, I 
received a letter from Bro. Himes, inquiring if I 
'Miad^ written to L. P. Judson, J. P. Weethee, or 

G. Needham, implicating him in bad conduct at the 
West?" I wrote him I had not, for I knew of no 
conduct of this kind. Here I first learned that Bro. 

H. was aware of the movements of these men, and 
then asked him some pertinent questions relative to 
his office, &c, in order to satisfy myself, and in- 
formed him that I had received letters from the East 
(no names were called) relating to those matters, and 
to his integrity in other respects. This I felt was 
right and proper, as I had not the opportunity of see- 
ing Bro. PL in person. It seems that the fact of my 
having held correspondence with Needham and Wee- 
thee on this subject was brought to the ears of Bro. 
Himes by way of Judson, who opened the matter to 
a brother, who informed Bro. H. I suppose I shall 
be severely censured by those who sympathize in this 
movement, for now exposing this correspondence ; 
and I will now only say, that this letter imposes se- 
crecy upon myself, Bro. Bates, and any who might 
have had the matter confided to them, only until 
"we heard an explanation from brethren at the 
East," and I should suppose that period had now 
come — we having seen the " Pamphlet.'" I have a 
clear conscience now — not, however, altogether on 
the ground of the time for secresy having expired, 
but because I am persuaded that at this stage of the 
affair it is due to Bro. H., to the brethren, and to the 
cause of God, that there should be an expose of the 
origin of this matter, that they may see why the land 
has been ransacked for old or new scandals, in order 
to put down Bro. Himes at all events. Never, until 
I became satisfied that Elders Weethee and Need- 
ham had determined to crush Bro. Himes, was I will- 
ing to give publicity to their letters. 

By subsequent letters, it will be seen more clearly, 
that I am not bound to regard as confidential any 
longer the letters of those who have had so uncharita- 
ble a purpose to subserve as the ruin — the utter 
ruin— of a man who has done so much for this best 
of causes. I dare not, as a Christian man, justify so 
unrighteous a crusade, as I must needs do, if I con- 
cealed the evidence of their primary designs, when 
their subsequent acts confirmed the opinion that self 
was at the bottom of this movement, though they 
might have been entirely unconscious of the main- 
spring of their movements. 

Note 5. — Bro. N. also says : " If you knew an hun- 
dredth part of what 1 do, you would be astonished, you 
would need no caution" i. e. to keep the matter se- 
cret. And then proceeds to name several items in 
which you had acted, as he alledged, very dishonest- 
ly- These charges you have explained quite to my 
satisfaction, and in other places in your defence the 
lull explanation of them will be found. I only wish 
to say, that the language of Bro. N. is very compre- 
hensive.—" An hundredth part of 'what I know ," and 



then, after giving two or three items, says : " These 
are specimens, but not the worst." 

Now I ask, What must be thought of you in such 
a case? Bro. Needham thinks I would be " aston- 
tonished" if I knew " one hundredth part " of what — 
he had heard? — had been "rumored"? — had come 
upon the winds of '" common fame" ? No! of what 
he " knew." Who cannot see that if I had full 
confidence in Bro. Needham, I could scarcely have 
a particle in Bro. Himes. No apology can be offered 
for the declaration, that he " knew" a hundred fold 
more than would be quite sufficient to strike me dumb. 
Is this the "charity that hopeth all things"? I 
trow not ; and I have earnestly entreated Bro. N. 
since to " come out and confess, that he had done 
wrong in giving so much confidence to these reports;" 
but he has persistd in his course. This has changed 
my mind in refeience to his disinterestedness in this 
matter. To me, he writes privately, that he " knows ' ' 
things worse than extortion and dishonesty ; — and 
when the article entitled " Secret Workings," calls 
him and others out, he then says, "rumor" and " com- 
mon fame" charge Elder Himes with wrong, under 
seven specifications, — instead of " an hundred, which 
he ' knew.' " 

Note 6. — In Bro. N.'s postscript, he says : " Write 
me immediately, and do not fail to come to New 

York. We may want a new editor of . would 

you be willing, if it comes to that ? Think ! but not 
aloud, we are living in perilous times. May our God 
sustain us. I confess I feel strange, but God will 
defend the right." 

Here the great purpose is hinted at. A " new 
editor of the 'Herald,' " (for no one can doubt in 

this counection that signifies the " Herald.") 

This makes Bro. N. "feel strange " — leads him 
almost to hold his breath in expectation, and to enjoin 
upon me " not to think aloud." 

Alas ! for poor human nature ! I am pained to say, 
that it seems clear from all that I can draw from 
this communication, that the purpose was, to come 
upon you at the New York Conference — either in 
private or public — and make an onset with charges, 
of the intention to present which, they had never 
notified you, and in reference to which they had en- 
joined secresy upon all who knew, that they might 
not apprise you of the scheme, saying that "the 
success of the movement depends upon his not know- 
ing till all is ready," — " keep it the most profound 
secret," &c, and then in behalf of the Advent 
people, demand the giving up of the " Herald," &c, 
into the hands of the Conference,and then a delegated 
Conference, which was to meet in Boston, be appoint- 
ed, by which they hoped to be inducted into the seat 
of the " triumvirate" (as they call yourself, Plale, 
and Bliss) — they (Weethee, Needham, and Judson) 
constituting in their turn, another " triumvirate," to 
manage the various departments of the " Advent 
Herald." 

The excitement evinced, upon the bare men- 
tion of a " new editor," which made Bro. N. 
"feel strange," partakes very much of that 
which makes one giddy by being suddenly im- 
pressed with the idea of promotion and good 
fortune. 

I think this " motive " and " this ultimate de- 
sign" will appear more fully in the subsequent 
letters, to the second of which I now call atten- 
tion. However, before doing this 1 will say, that 
not satisfied to lose confidence in Bro. Bliss and 
yourself, on the testimony of Bro. N., whom I 
knew to have, among other imperfections, ex- 
traordinary excitability of temper, I wrote to 
Mr. Weethee, inquiring into the nature of Bro. 
Himes' delinquencies, and what was their pur- 
pose in respect to Bro. H. at New York Con- 
ference? Mr. Weethee replied to this effect, 
that " Mr. Himes had nearly cleared up his 
matter, and he hoped all would be amicably ad- 
justed," &c, but I afterward, at his rpquest, re- 
turned his letter to him, and did not take a copy, 
as he said he wished to present it in testimony, 
in the investigation held before his Church in 
Boston ; but I have never heard of the letter 
having been exposed; and since I commenced 
this review, I have sent to him for the letter, 
but have received no reply. 

I might say of Bro. Needham also, that I 
have written him, requestingmy letters orcopies, 
that the whole matter may be fairly presented, 
but he refuses yet, to give me copies. In refer- 
ence to my letters in reply, I will only say, that 
they will show, that I endeavored to act a con- 
servative part, and explain how the charges 
against you might not be well founded, that 
they might be explained, &c, and they will al- 
so show that I was considerably influenced by 
Bro. N.'s astounding revelations and more as- 
tounding secres-ies. 

second letter from g. needham. 

Worcester (Mass.), April ISth, 1850. 
Dear Bro. Mansfield : — Your last was received 
Monday. I waited till I should go to Boston, before 
answering. I went Tuesday, and returned last even- 
ing. Had an interview with Brn. Weethee and Jud- 
son. You will understand that we were appointed a 
committee to bring forward general measures at the 
New York Conference, for the interests of the cause. 
This appointment was made by the " Class for Mu- 
tual Improvement," at its last meeting. It was done 
without my knowledge or consent. 1 have never at- 
tended one of those meetings. Elder Himes first in- 
firmed me of the arrangement. He, however, was 
little aware of the " course of events." He and I 
started Monday morning of last week to go to Provi- 
dence, to meet Brn. Weethee and Judson, but by the 
providence of God, we were just fifteen seconds too 
late to take the morning train, which was the only 
one that would answer. The result was, H. re- 
turned to Boston, and I to my house ; and before 
night Bro. Weethee came to see me. We look upon 
every movement from the start of this committee as 
Providential. Had I foreseen where I should be 



placed, they would never have had me on this com- 
mittee. I have fought one battle that cost me mid- 
night oil, and wearisome days, and many cares, but 
1 have a good conscience through all, and I shall not 
now shrink, cost it what it may to myself. Nay, 
facts (or what purport such) have come to my know- 
ledge, that must separate me forever from Elder J. 
V. Himes, unless he can disprove them ; and that he 
can, I have not the most distant idea. You ask if 
there " are any other charges than those that relate 
to his honesty ?" "Do you think Bliss and H." (by 
which I suppose you mean Himes) " are equally im- 
plicated ?" 1st. I answer the last one first. I think 
it impossible that Bliss should have been so long in 
the office, and not know the principles on which it 
has been managed ; especially, when a young man of 
the most tender regard for moral honesty, by the 
name of Marshall, (of whom I shall speak again) 
had not been in the office six weeks, before he came 
to Bro. Weethee, with his heart full of grief for the 
dishonesty which he had already discovered ! Bro. 
James Ball, of Boston, was once in that office six 
months, and has never had any confidence in Himes 
since. His mother told me yesterday, it was more 
than she and his father (when he was alive) could 
do to keep James down, when they said anything in 
H.'s favor.* 

2d. I do not know as H. has been guilty of drunk- 
enness or lewdness, nor do I believe he has. But 
this is a fact related by one of the brethren of the 
Church, and the man, too, who, before H. went into 
the publishing business, endorsed him $400, to save 
him from jail ; that there is one Nichols, a professed 
Adventist (I know his wife), who is in Ihe liquor 
business, for whom Himes has endorsed notes to car- 
ry on that damnable trade, and that some of the bank- 
men have shown such notes to this brother, and asked 
him, sneeringly, if Elder Himes did not share in the 
profits? 

3. Another fact. There is one Josselyn, whom I 
well know, who has been in the habit of drunken- 
ness for two years, and the matter has been well 
known to H. ; yet J. has given (at least some part of 
the time) fifty dollars a year to the rent of Chardon- 
street Chapel, and all has gone well. Last fall I 
called, with H., into J.'s meat-shop, when H. urged 
him to come to the meeting we were holding. After 
we went out, I remarked, J. had no interest in reli- 
gion ; if he had, he would find time to come to meet- 
ing. H. plastered it all over, saying, he was one of 
the most interesting men I ever saw, get him waked 
up a little ; but said, he and his family have been sick 
a good deal lately, which has taken his mind away a 
little, etc. etc. ! ! 

4. Marshall, the young man mentioned above, is an 
Irishman. He is the son of a Presbyterian in Ire- 
land, with whom Himes stayed while he was in that 
part of Ireland. M. came to New York last fall, 
when H. was holding the Tent-meeting at Brooklyn. 
Not finding business there, Himes invited him on to 
Boston. 1 saw him at Providence — next in B. — 
When I saw him in B. he was in no business, and 
boarding in a family of strangers, — mentioned that 
he got into that family providentially, — i. e., he went 
into the street, and inquired of a gentleman for a 
boarding place, and was directed there. I now learn 
the facts are these : when Himes returned to Boston, 
he introduced Bro. Marshall to the church, as a mem- 
ber of a family in Ireland, to whom he owed a heaay 
debt of gratitude. And said he, " J mean so to treat 
Bro. M., that he shall feel that I can be grateful." 
After a few days' stay at H.'s house, in which he 
did not succeed in finding business, H. treated him 
so coolly that in the grief of his heart, he went into 
the street — found a police officer, and inquired of him 
for a boarding place, and was directed as above ! His 
subsequent treatment of lhat dear young stranger and 
brother has been barbarous. I cannot tell all — it 
would fill a sheet. — Suffice it to say, after employing 
him for some time, and neither half-feeding nor pay- 
ing him, (for he has gone supperless to bed sometimes) , 
he finally, after about completing a bargain for long- 
er service, dismissed him unceremoniously, 1o look 
out for himself ! This is the way he shows grati- 
tude ! These facts reveal not only dishonesty, but 
falsehood, baseness, and cruelty. 

5. Now for other facts. When he was up 
here ten days ago, I had conversation with him 
about their prospects at Boston, asked if Bro. 
Weethee would stay ? &c. ; he thought he would, 
said he had left his subscription for two hundred 
dollars, that he could not do so much this year 
as formerly ; that last year it cost him five or six 
hundred dollars; and some years he had done 
the whole. (He has frequently told me that he 
had to sustain the entire cause, pay the minis- 
ter, and find them a Chapel.) Now, what are 
the facts ? Last year, I understand, they paid 
him over $400 rent ; ()f it is all paid up ;) this 
year he asked $600, and then offered to give 
S200. That is the way to give two hundred t 
Well, if he tells the truth, the Chapel cost him 
$3,500. Four hundred on that would be but a 
trifle short of twelve per cent. If that is not 
enough in all conscience, I know not where to 
stop. So you see in reality he did not offer to 
give one cent, nor has he given anything the 
past year. 

6. You know Himes has always been in fa- 
vor of organization. Last fall he brought the 
subject up again, and in conversation with Bro. 
W., it was ultimately carried to a consumma- 
tion. Before the consummation, and after he had 
brought it forward, the purpose seems to have 
possessed his mind to get rid of Bro. Weethee. 
But this is a difficult matter, — he had greatly 



* I have had an interview with Bro. Ball, and he 
thus explains the matter : l. d. m 

" In regard to the statement of Elder Needham, in 
a letter to Elder Mansfield, where my name is used, 
I am misunderstood : I meant to be understood, public 
affairs, not private. That in pecuniary matters, I 
have always considered him strictly honest. 

Boston, Sept. 9th, 1850. J. W. Ball 
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endeared himself to the Church, and there 
seemed to be but one avenue to reach him. 

There was a Bro. Young, a man of considera- 
ble influence, who had always opposed organiza- 
tion. All at once J. V. Himes becomes opposed 
to organization, — goes to Bro. Young, and tells 
him that he has changed his mind, and thinks, 
on the whole, that organizations are wrong, and 
they can get along in Boston well enough with- 
out. After thus baiting Young, he hinted his 
desire to get rid of Weethee. But the bait didn't 
take ! ! The fox became a goose too quick ! 
When Bro. Young and other brethren came to 
compare notes, they found ,he had used such de- 
ception with them, that indignation has pos- 
sessed them, and they refused to have his name 
on their subscription, have hired the Chapel of 
him, and agreed to pay him $400, or $500, if he 
asks it, but it is entirely managed by the Church. 

7. You know donations are acknowledged in 
the " Herald" for the Tract and Mission Fund. 
Now for a fact. Some time since, an individual 
much interested in the cause, came into the of- 
fice and gave $40 for that purpose, but no ac- 
knowledgment has been made of it. It may be 
on their books; if so, it will appear. I do not 
believe it, however. 

In the statement (" Herald " March 23) 
$167 94 are said to be paid in. Now I find 
acknowledged in u Herald " from May last 
$648 41 two hundred of which are from J. V. 
Himes, $643 41 minus 200=443 41, which 
does not agree with their statement; add $40, 
and you have $43S 41, which still disagrees. 
The whole matter is crooked — it needs a jack 
plane upon it. He complains of the embar 
rassments of the office, yet there is a stream 
of money going in all the time. He ha 
acknowledged $161 97 in the last eleven 
months, donations to send the " Herald" to the 
poor. They publish 4700 numbers weekly. 
We have made an estimate, and find, after 
a liberal allowance for all expenses, a net profit 
of 3000 dollars yearly. This, after allowing 
$S00 for himself," and $700 for Bliss. Then 
the profits on books and tracts are full half that 
sum, if not more. Here, then, we have the 
snug little sum of $4500 to be disposed of as he 
pleases. Were these earnings to go for tb 
good of the cause, they would make the hearts 
of many of us glad, undei our embarrass 
ments. Now we propose, 1st, at New York 
to define who and what the Advent body is. 
This will be the ground for all further action. 

2. Having secured this, send out a call to all 
our congregations to send up delegates to the 
Boston meeting, and then look into the matter 
so far as is necessary to secure the great end of 
our labors. The fact is, and there is no dis- 
guising it, our two printing offices are money- 
making concerns. 1 am fully convinced that they 
are like two dogs pulling at a rabbit ; and they 
have nearly pulled it in twain. Now we wan 
to know whether we have any organs as a peo 
pie, or not. Our purpose is, if the " Herald " is 
not given up to the body, to start a new paper 
which shall belong to, and be under the control 
of, the great Advent body. This can be done 
and we can find a committee of honest men 
who will watch over our interests. It is worse 
than folly for us to put our noses down to the 
grindstone, till our faces are thin as a shingle 
to support two men in pocketing from five to six 
thousand dollars yearly. 

The moment a move is made, a score of our 
preachers will come to the rescue. The rabbit 
belongs to the body ; and God being my helper, 
I shall do something to set it before them. I 
have given you a chapter,— there is more be- 
hind, but I did not lay out large enough. Had 
I the means, I would send you help, — but like 
you am in debt, and this has alreay cost me two 
dollars — but I will suggest this : send appoint- 
ments along, and you will get some help in that 
way. Send to Utica, Brockett's Bridge, Troy, 
&c. ; and if you need help, we will divide with 
you at New York. Make your arrangements 
vo stay till after Boston meeting, and we will find 
you places enough to labor in, where I think 
you will be well sustained. But if you cannot 
do this, arrange to come to Boston, as this will 
be the most important. I had to lake another 
slip, so I will say, Himes is gone to New York 
and Philadelphia, for no good reason in the 
world — the only valid excuse, was to set a steel 
engraving for Father Miller; but Bro. Litch 
would have attended to that, and not made it 
cost over twenty-five cents, when now it will 
cost fourteen or fifteen dollars. Who pays such 
shots ? Ans. — The brethren. I observed you 
were laboring under a mistake in your first let- 
ter, and I knew mine would set it right. But, 
I have stopped the " Harbinger " some weeks 
ago, and were it not for another object, would 
do so by the " Herald." Bro. Mansfield, I Iiave 
no confidence in either. O for the Lord to 
come. G. Needham. 

P. S. If you can, see brother Bates, and 
break the subject to him, carefully. I wish both 
could be with us. 

REMARKS. 

Note on 1st par. — " He (Himes) was little aware, 
&c." He aught to have been aware, and the 18th of 



Matthew directs that he should have been informed 
of his fault privately. 

He says he " has fought one battle," &c. The 
battle, I suppose, was with Bro. Marsh ; but he says 
in a very recent letter, that he was sensible that he 
had misapprehended Bro. Marsh, and had explained 
to him, so that Bro. N.'s conscience must have 
changed on the point. 

" And that he can disprove them, I have not the 
most distant idea." He here prejudges the whole 
matter, and expresses the opinion that he shall be 
eternally separated from Bro. H. How could he dis- 
prove them, when they were to keep the intention of 
having an investigation "a profound secret?" and 
who doubts that " the success of the movement " de- 
pended on so keeping it? 

He says " Bro. Marshall came to Weethee full of 
grief at Bro. II. 's dishonesty." This is doubtless a 
misrepresentation, for Bro. Marshall makes a differ- 
ent statement. (See Keview of " charge 3, Spkc. 
1st,") and Bro. Ball says he believes Bro. Himes 
perfectly honest in his business ! ! (See his note.) 

Note on 2d and 'M pars. — These charges are with- 
out foundation, neither the case of Nicholls nor Josse- 
lyn is truthfully represented, which will appear else- 
where in this review. (See review of charge 1st, 
spec. 1st ; also charge 6th, spec. 1st.) 

Note on ith par. — These charges of " dishonesty, 
falsehood, baseness, and cruelty," and the alledged 
facts upon which they are grounded, will be found 
appropriately and conclusively answered, to all can- 
did minds, in review of" charge 3d, spec. 1." 1 will 
add, however, that having opportunity, 1 inquired ot 
the domestic in Bro. Himes' family, as to how Mar- 
shall was treated. In a frank and honest manner, she 
declared, that Mr. Marshall was treated as well as 
if he had been Bro. Himes' own child, and that she 
never knew him to be neglected at all, and does not 
think he ever was. She further states, that he (M.) 
frequently expressed the grateful feelings he had to- 
wards Bro. H. and family, and said they treated him 
as well as their own children. His going supper- 
less to bed," is small talk, in the ears of those who 
know the abundant hospitalities of Bro. Himes' house, 
and no one can fail to see, that it reflects more upon 
Mrs. Himes than on her husband. None who know 
her, will believe such imputations. I feel ashamed, 
that learned " Professors," and dignified ministers, 
cannot occupy themselves in some more elevated pur- 
suits than giving publicity to such paltry scandal. 

Note on 5th par. — Bro. Needham could never have 
so distorted this matter about the Chapel, if he meant 
to be ingenuous and fair. He does not tell me, that 
Bro. Hnnes pays $450 for rent of ground on which 
the Chapel stands ; but for full refutation of this false 
charge, see remarks under head of " Mathematics. 
I will add, however, that the rent of Chapel last year, 
as well as the present, was $600, as fixed by advice 
of J. G. Hamblin and others. And it will be seen 
by the certificate of J. Emerson, Treasurer of Char 
don-street Society, that instead of" wrenching $400 
from that poor congregation," he gave them over 
$400 for that very year ! ! ! 

Note on Gthpar. — The discrepancies in Bro. H.'s 
conduct in respect to the " organization," will find 
but little difficulty of solution, if it be considered, that 
the kind of organization established, did not corres- 
pond with what Bro. H. thought best and proper ; — 
and that he might be in favor of one organization, and 
not the organization which was arranged. The di- 
verse positions of many others on this subject, is much 
more open to criticism than the course of Bro. Himes. 
(On this point see review of 4th charge.) But it 
should be added, that in the Church meeting, where 
Bro. Himes had his first hearing, Bro. Young, who, 
is here referred to by Bro. Needham, cleared Bro. 
H. of any blame in that matter ! ! 

Note on 1th far. — The discrepancy discovered in 
the published account of the receipts up to March 
23d, and the acknowledgements in the " Herald " 
from time to time, is a small matter at best. The 
statement made in the " Herald " March 23d, was 
furnished Bro. H. by Mr. Flood, the clerk, (as Mr. 
Flood informs me,) and was a hasty sketch made at 
the time, on a bit of paper ; if therefore it should not 
perfectly agree with the sums credited, it will be no 
impeachment of Bro. Himes' integrity. I have been 
carefully over the account, both in the " Herald " and 
in the account book, and find no discrepancy which 
is at all worthy of note. This matter docs not need 
a "jack plane " half as much as it does that " charity 
which thinktlh no evil." 

It is said that " the net proceeds of the office must 
be about $4 500, to be disposed of asH. pleases," and 
intimates that the means thus secured does not " go 
for the good of the cause." Where does it go pray 1 
Bro H.'s investments are for public good, for the 
cause, and not for private interests. When any 
proof to the contrary is presented, it will be time to 
reply to this unkind and reproachful implication. 
I will not say one word, in reference to the plan stated 
here for the New York Conference. But 1 must call 
attention to the estimate in which the two papers are 
held, and to the object which Bro. N. lias before 
him, viz., to •' set the rabbit before the body " — i.e., 
show the Advent people how much money they are 
losing through the two Advent offices, which he calls 
" money making concerns. 1 '' Let it also be distinctly 
seen that if the " Herald " is not given up to the 
body, they purpose to start another paper, &c. " He 
thinks it folly to put our noses to the grindstone to 
support two men (Editors of" Herald " and " Har- 
binger,") in pocketing from $5000 to $6000 yearly." 
I have yet to learn that Bro. Himes has invested 
money to any amount, in any property, for personal 
ends. He concludes, by declaring that he has no 
confidence in either " Herald " or " Harbinger," and 
this with great emphasis. 



THIRD LETTER FROM G. NEEDHAM. 

Worcester, May 13, 1850. 

Dear Bro. Mansfield : — Yours by Bro 
Jones was received Thursday evening. I had 
no time that evening to reply, nor Friday, and 
Saturday I returned home, where I arrived 
near ten o'clock in the evening, and sit down 
this morning dispirited and disgusted, to reply 

We have been betrayed. Bro. Weethee went 



to Lowell and opened his mind to some friends, 
(without going into details,) as a matter of duty, 
and Bro. Daniels got hold of it, or some part of 
it, and, like a stupid fellow, ran with it to 
Himes. I suppose H. heard of it the day before 
Conference — it gave him the sick head-ache, 
but he came into Conference Tuesday morning 
at the time we were about to begin. Seeing 
him and several others, we waited a moment 
for them to be sealed, and then some one said 
something about opening. H. replied, with a 
look and manner that indicated all that was 
uttered, " You may if you have any faith in 
Gjd ; for there is no trust in man." Bro. Burn- 
ham was called on to pray, and H. followed 
him in an appeal to God, by way of justifica- 
tion for himself,— instead of a prayer, it was 
self justification to us, through God. I abhorred 
it — raised myself up, and found Bro. Burnharn 
had done the same. 

H. took every occasion to lead off in abuse 
of Bro. Marsh, as often as convenient, until 
Bro. Burnharn and myself thought seriously of 
leaving the Conference ; but Bro. Weethee 
thought it not best, till we had made an effort 
to reform. So we all staid through. How 
much our disaffection towards Elder Himes 
was known, I cannot tell, but I know he had 
told some of it. Bro. Pearson, for one, and I 
think Jones and Osier, at least. I expect a 
storm, and my poor pale must be pelted. Bro. 
Weethee will receive the brunt, but I have 
pledged myself to him, that if he would stand 
up like a man, I would stand with him. We 
purposed to get a private interview with Bro. 
H., but did not find an opportunity. I fell it 
my duty to run across H.'s track several times, 
for his arrogance ; and in one instance, I do 
not know but I wounded him past recovery. 
Wednesday p. m. was set apart for the consid- 
eration of a letter of condolence to sister Miller, 
when it was understood all the brethren would 
have an opportunity to speak, who desired. — 
Meeting opened at two o'clock, — committee 
were not ready to report, so other business was 
taken up, and three-quarters of an hour spent, 
then Bro. Bliss read the letter, occupying fifteen 
minutes in reading and remaiks. Himes then 
followed, occupying one hour — it was 4 o'clock. 
Bro. Haie arose to speak, when I arose and 
reminded him thai he would have to be brief, 
as some dozen brethren wished to speak, and 
two hours iiad already been consumed, and only 
two spoken. Only one or two others spoke, and it 
v;as time for adjournment. It wounded Himes 
dreadfully. Well, be it so. His speech was a 
cunning rider, on the sympathy existing for Fath- 
er Miller. No honest, pure-minded man, who is 
above guile, will ever need resoit to the throne 
of grace, and on the popularity of another, in 
such a way, to sustain himself. 

We have got matters into a better shape than 
I could have evei expected. We have carried 
a measure that will lay a foundation for belter 
arrangements, and a better understanding 
among us. Marsh will oppose it, and so would 
Himes, if he saw it as M. does. But you will 
see it hereafier. I do not see as we can go far 
at the iiexl Conference, to establish a new paper 
— hope it will not be necessary, but fear. We 
shall go for a committee of investigation of the 
Tract and Mission fund, and also for a private 
[i. e. not a Conference) committee of investiga- 
tion of the charges against Elder Himes. His 
conduct at New York has almost banish* d hope 
that he can clear himself. This be must do, or 
be separated from the Advent cause, or 1 shall 
separate myself from, the man or men icho uphold 
him. If you can come, do so. 1 subscribed 
$2 lo the Mission fund which is not paid yet, and 
you shall have that towards your expenses. I 
am exhausted, but hope to recruit in a few days. 

Yours, G. Needham. 

I forbear all comment on this letter, it speaks 
for itself. I hope it will be read with care. 

FOURTH LETTER FROM G. NEEDHAM. 

Worcester, May 2 r oth, 1850. 
My Dear Bro. Mansfield : — I returned last 
evening from Boston with a sad heart. Such 
a development of depravity, I could never have 
believed could have been made, for I never could 
have believed it existed among my brethren, 
who acted with me. My character, and Bro. 
Weethee's, will be destroyed, if they can be. 
We stand now invulnerable, not to attack, vitu- 
peration, falsehood, slander, spite and malignity, 
to our faces and behind our backs. (This took 
place in Conference, what out, I do not know, 
or trouble myself to know), but to anything yet 
brought against us. The storm of wrath was 
mainly from Hale, next was Himes, et id omne 
genus. There were some exceptions, yet we 
had but little sympathy from most of those par- 
ticularly devoted to Elder Himes. Bro. Robin- 
son, though he said some reprehensible things, 
yet designed evidently to treat us in a Christian 
manner. So of Bro. Jones. The occasion of 
the storm of wrath, was the usual whitewashing 
resolutions expressing our ''unabated confidence 
in our dear Bro. Himes." I opposed the passage 
of the preamble and resolution, on the ground 
that Bro. Himes was not the agent of the Con- 



ference [see remarks on 1st letter], that the 
" Herald" was his own property (see the head-, 
ing since April 27th), and that he had just pub- 
lish d a statement to the world that there was a 
plot against him, and that a committee of his 
Church had the matter in hand. I asked the Con- 
ference to suspend action till the church had acted, 
and not by their premature interference, forestall 
the action of the proper tribunal [compare this 
with the 1st letter]. This was the substance 
of my objection. 1 cast no reflections, nor any 
insinuations. This opened the scene — and such 
a scene beggars description. I have no doubt 
if the most candid description that could be 
given, were to appear in print, we should all 
feel ashamed, unless we are past shame. I 
will say this, the right to defend myself, when- 
ever I claimed it, was not denied me in a single 
instance — a protest which I handed in was ob- 
jected to by somebody, who I did not see, with 
great indignation. In all the confusion, I did 
not know what became of the protest. The 
result of two hours' debate was a resolution of 
the Conference, " into a committee of the whole, 
to hear charges against Elder Himes." They 
spent all day and evening, and most of the next 
forenoon, and when they were through, they 
knew just as much as they did when they be* 
gun. It was against this that I protested. 1 
maintained my ground, and by my firmness, and 
that of the Chardon-street Church, the whole 
measure was defeated. For this, more than 
anything else, I have to suffer. The measure 
was one of the most untimely and unprecedent- 
ed of all the unaccountable things of these days ; 
and for that reason I would not yield to it. The 
evidence in the matter could not be produced 
with such haste and under such circumstances, 
[Why not, if Bro. N. knew?]; besides, it was 
taking it right out of the hands of the Church, 
to whom he had appealed it. This may suffice. 
If we ever meet, 1 will tell you all about it. I 
will add, the charges are now in the hands of 
the Church committee, and will be attended to 
in due time. Bro. (for I suppose I may yet call 
him brother, maugre his unbrotherly treatment) 
Himes may clear himself from most of them 
[please notice this admission], but if he dots, 
there must be a radical change in many things, 
or our co-operation is at an eternal end. I can 
never put my character into the power of men 
who have treated me, as some have Bro. Wee- 
thee and myself. [Where has been the cruelty ?] 
I suspend all further remarks till the investiga- 
tion shall be had. Now a word about yourself. 
It was said in " committee of the whole," by 
Brn. Robinson and (I think) Hale, " We have 
information from Bro. Mansfield, that he has 
been written to on the subject," and this was 
brought forward to show that " a conspiracy " 
was entered into, " plotting" had been going on, 
" secret workings," and " planning my " and 
" his ruin " had been done. Is it possible that 
my Brother Mansfield has given any such 
inlormation to these men? I cannot believe it 
— 1 think there is a mistake, and I know many 
have been made already — some of which we 
corrected, but were reiterated, and ourstatements 
disregarded. I think Bro. Judson acted very 
imprudently, and if I credit the statements made 
in meeting, he told many unauthorized things. 
Yours in tribulation, G. Needham. 
Bro. Mansfield, my dear brother, I want you 
to do me the favor to burn every one of the 
letters 1 have written to you of late, i. e., the 
three last, that there may not be a vestige of 
evidence that I have written to you on the sub- 
ject. I do not fear you will divulge it, [how 
could I keep it after seeing the Pamphlet ?] but 
you will thereby relieve yourself of all diffi- 
culty if you should be catechised, as you very 
likely will be, if you have not already been, 
on the subject. Moreover, men who can 
falsify your words, in presence, and after being 
corrected, do it again, and again being cor- 
rected, repeat the misrepsentation the third 
time, would give a representation to things that 
would be as false as possible. Put yourself then 
out of the reach of temptation, and do me a 
favor. I wrote to you first because 1 understood 
Bro. Judson had, and I divulged matters to you, 
so far as I did, in my first, that you might not 
be misled by a few insinuations, as it seems you 
were. 1 wrote the second at your solicitation, 
and so of the third. Now, brother, burn them, at 
my solicitation, and I will be obliged to you.— 
If 1 have wronged Bro. Himes in any way, it is 
in writing to you, for I have written to no other, 
neither divulged it to another, prior to its divulg- 
ment to H. himself. 1 do not think 1 did wrong 
in divulging it, but I do not want to give men 
who seek to destroy me, even that. 

I will relate a fact — you may draw your in- 
ference. After I had stood their fire, I mean of 
the enemy, for twelve hours, the members of 
that Church greeted me more cordially than 
any others there 1 You may preserve the other, 
if you wish , but please burn this. Yours, g. n. 

I have included a few remarks in brackets-— 
have not time for more. l. d. m. 

FIFTH LETTER FROM G. NEEDHAM. 

Worcester, June 1th, 1850. 
Dear Bro. Mansfield :— I have waited with 
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some little anxiety since I wrote last, to hear 
from you. Not having yet heard, I have con- 
cluded to trouble you again. At the Conference, 
I left seven charges (which the last editorial, 
by A. Hale, signed J. V. Himes, says, amount to 
nothing, except one, but which that very same 
signer said, at the same time, L e. on Friday 
last, to the deacons and committee of the Church, 
were enough, any one of them, to ruin him if 
proved,) [For an explanation on this point, see 
remarks on " specifications," 4th and 5th, charge 
6th,] which the committee undertook to con- 
sider ; but Dea. Wood, Dea. West, and Bro. 
Hamblin, one of the committee, seeing a spirit 
of disaffection against Bro. Weethee, which 
seemed to be in the way, consulted together, 
and finally Dea. Wood and Bro. Hamblin made 
known to Elder Himes their consultation, and a 
proposition, that the Elders of the Church, Bro. 
Himes and Weethee, should meet together, and 
see what H, had against W., and see if it could 
not be reconciled. On Friday evening last they 
met ; but lo and behold, he had nothing against 
Bro. Weethee (?) etc, etc., and at the same time 
had declared that very day to Bro. Hamblin, 
that he had something very serious, which will 
all come out in due time. [For explanation, see 
Church report.] They could do nothing with 
him. They accordingly agreed to have ano- 
ther meeting of the officers of the Church, and 
send for me, and that no other person was to 
be present. It was expressly understood and 
agreed upon, and a letter written me accordingly. 
I put the letter in my hat, and went down. — 
When I got lo the place of meeting, Bliss, Hale 
Jones, and Osier, were there, but not Himes.— 
After they had consumed near an hour about 
nothing, except a round of preliminaries, manu- 
factured for the occasion, I inquired after the 
object of the meeting. I was answered by Bliss 
I pulled my letter out of my hat, and asked for 
the reading of it — it was read. This brought 
the vessel up. The result was, that those men 
who did not belong to that Church were found 
to be intruders — that the meeting was a private 
one, for reconciliation, and not for trial. Here 
another chapter ended. It was finally agreed 
expressly, that the meeting adjourn till the next 
evening, for the same purpose as above, viz., to 
see if matters could not be reconciled, and 



that no person out of the Church should be present, 
But when we came together, Bliss, and Hale, 
and Bro. Robinson thrust themselves upon us. 
Himes arose, with another round of prelimina 
ries, manufactured for his own purposes, and 
having nothing to do with the object of the 
meeting, — at one moment sliming me all over 
with adulation, and the next stabbing me to the 
heart, with venom and malice, — occupying us 
till nine o'clock, and finally bringing us to a 
point, for a trial of the case. (This was sin^ 
gular enough, for a defendant to open the case 
but so it was.) At this point, I inquired aftei 
the object of the meeting. This brought the 
ship up again. After half an hour's disputation 
(in which he laid Dea. Wood in a point blank 
lie, and which Dea. W. agreed to stand, if con- 
victed. Dea. W. convicted him of the false 
hood, by two brethren present, which he passed 
by with as Utile ceremony as a man could flirt 
water from his fingers,) we came to a stand 
point. The effort at reconciliation was aban 
doned. I required, as a preliminary to that 
that the first editorial should be unconditionally 
retracted, in the " Herald." Tnis, of course 
was refused. [See Church report.] Then, said 
I, we will settle preliminaries for trial. We 
spent the rest of the evening in disputation on 
this. It was mutually agreed that the commit- 
tee, — viz., Brn. Hamblin and Emerson, with 
the officers of the Church,—- should constitute a 
committee of investigation, to " inquire into the 
charges." [See Church report.] 1 then stated 
my position. " That I now stood in the atti- 
tude of informer according to the letter of the 
appeal to the Church, and the statement of it 
in the ' Herald ' ; that I did not wish to be con- 
sidered prosecutor, but still did not absolutely 
decline, and should they assign me as such, I 
should consider it, but would rather be excused." 
For this, Himes abused his " honest man, that 
will speak the truth," as well as he knew how ; 
not that he seemed to care whether I was the 
one thing or the other, but that he wanted to 
make a fuss about everything- After this, I 
arose to state the case verbally, that he might 
have the benefit of it, and prepare himself ac- 
cordingly, designing hereafter to put it in writ- 
)n g- I had proceeded but a few words, when 
1 came to say : " rumor came to my ears, which 
made a discrepancy between the statements" — 
I had only half finished the sentence, when 
Himes sprung upon his feet in the most perfect 
rage, and demanded the authors of those rumors. 

as ked him, calmly, to sit down— this I repeat- 
ed some six or eight times ; he continued stand- 
t?& some five minutes, in such a rage of passion, 
that I do not wonder he has the sick head-ache. 



It would be a miracle if he were to escape.— 
After a calm, but most firm and undaunted re- 
fusal, he finallv sat down. [See Church report.] 
I had previously told him, and his friends, that 
it did not affect the case before us — that it mat- 
tered not to the question, if the birds of the air, 
or a Hottentot of Africa, brought me the news, 
but I now gave some further reasons why I refused, 
and reasons which convinced those who, also, 
thought I ought to give the names ; and, finally 
one of them owned up, but said it would be a 
gratification. I answered, " That, I well under- 
stand. I don't mean to feed that gratification." 
(I will explain. He thinks Bro. Weethee was 
my author. He feels towards Bro. Weethee, 
like the Sea Captain, with whom you came 
from the West Indies, towards you. He wants 
to find something against him, so as to change 
the issue from himself, and turn attention anoth- 
er way. Hence this anxiety, this rummaging the 
country from one end to the other, to find what 
Bro. W. has said about him. [The pamphlet 
and these letters will show who has rummaged 
the country for scandals.] To illustrate : Sev- 
eral families empty their slops in a low place, 
and in time a stagnant pool is formed. It emits 
its fetid exhalations, it is true, but still remains. 
Somebody conies along at last and sticks his 
cane in and gives it a stir, and immediately the 
neighborhood is in a stir to know who stuck in 
the cane. Their anxiety is not to know who 
put the nuisance there, but who meddled with 
it.)* However, I was suffered to go on, amid 
continual interruptions, and the lowest abuse, till 
I had said about what I wanted to ; and the rest 
of the evening was spent in angry disputes be- 
tween Himes and the brethren. I retorted on 
him, with great severity, several times, for which 
I afterwards told the brethren I was very sorry. 
Though I did my duty, in this, it only opened 
the door for greater abuse from him. I was 
convinced that nothing but the fear of the lash 
restrained him at all. As it was, your descrip- 
tion of the passion, and low, vulgar abuse, (save 
the threats of personal violence,) of your Sea 
Captain, is as befitting a description of the 
scenes of last Tuesday evening, as I can give. 
Finally, Dea. West got dreadful angry, at some 
one of the brethren, and said there were no 
charges before them. He finally moved that the 
charges before them (just see !) be dismissed as 
unworthy of notice, and the meeting adjourn 
without day. It was put and carried. Four 
voted for, two against, and two declined voting, 
but both being opposed to Himes. One of those 
who voted for it, is implicated with H. in one of 
the charges ! [See Church report.] Thus end- 
ed this chapter. We shall now take an inquest. 
We can do no less. Their determination is to 
ruin Weethee and me, if they can ; but we do 
not fear them. Himes is liable in two criminal 
suits, if he should be complained of. One for 
opening a letter from Bro Weethee to his wife, 
(with no excuse, more than Bro. Clapp would 
have to take one from you to your wife out of 
the office and break it open,) [See pages 257-8 
of this sheet,] and the other, for helping off 
Nichols, a rumseller, out of the hands of officers, 
after he had been arrested. This last is a high 
criminal offence.t Such men will be reminded, 
ere long, that they had better take care. A 
crisis has come, and it is time that every good 
man took a stand for purity and truth. The 
more I learn of J. V. Himes' character, the 
better I know it is full of chicanery. But 
aside from this, his ungovernable temper renders 
him unfit for that place. He considers himself 
the benefactor of every one who may chance to 
receive anything from him, if it is the money 
of others. Therefore every man must be his 
creature. We may as well speak out at once 
That Church in Boston, say they have been 
tyrannized over till they can bear it no longer 
This is what he would do over all. His profes- 
sions are hollow as wind. I know him now 
Our brethren will, ere long. Day before yes> 
terday he was raving about somebody (under 
stood to be yourself) who had written him £ 
dreadfully abusive letter. So it goes.* 



Now about the Conference funds. On examina- 
tion of their accounts, almost the entire amount bad 
gone into his pocket ! Some three or four sums of $5 
each had been given to brethren, $50 was charged 
for Syracuse meeting — $20 for tracts at Homer, 
$17 for tracts at Syracuse, etc., etc. They did not 
mean these things should be looked into at all. [See 
Elder Pearson's letter.] Bro. Turner, of New York, 
moved, with a crimson blush on his cheek, that the 
old committee to audit accounts be appointed this 
year — it was found one was absent, another was nomi- 
nated — he refused ; another — he refused ; a fourth — 
Bro. Weethee, the last man they wanted, (0 what 
a look from Bliss to Himes,) he was chosen ! Himes 
got in a perfect rage at him while in examination. — 
Brn. Pearson, and Bliss had to hold him back, * but 
they were not willing the items should be published. 
Whether they will be, I know not. So it goes. — 
Himes, at Conference got upon the impression that he 
is rich — he ridiculed it—" He must be rich (J) for he 
was always giving aivay /" " But how can a man be 
rich that gives away so much ?" etc, etc. These are 
specimens ofa thirty minute harangue. The eyes of 
his auditors were full of dust — they did not see. — 
Thus it goes that " Bro. Himes" gives out of his 
pocket. "Bro. Himes" sustains camp and tent 
meetings from his own funds, but when the bill is 
footed, there is a " tract and mission fund' " behind 
[See Review of Charge 6, Spec. 3d.] It is time the 
cataract was off the eyes of all our brethren. I thank 
God for opening mine ! It has cost me something, 
and may moie, but I dorft value the sacrifice. I 
wept aloud over my last letter to you, but through 
the grace of God, my heart has taken a spring and 
leaped upward again. I must stand it. But I hope 
there are some brethren who will stand up with me, 
I think there are. You may act your discretion about 
showing this letter— You are at full liberty. I re- 
joice at your meeting at Oswego, would be glad to 
have been with you. Did not the cause seem to de- 
mand, that I should stay here and stand up for the 
truth, I should be looking for a location in western 
New York. As it is, God's will be done. I pray 
God to sustain you, and if in my power, after the first 
of July, you shall have the funds I mentioned to you 
before Boston Conference — I think it will be. Love 
to sister M. Pray for me that I may possess my soul 
amid such aggravated trials. 1 expect the " Herald " 
will groan, this week. Well, God is over all blessed 
forevermore! If you have written, please write 



rally against Elder Himes. Needham, Weethee, 
Wood, and their partizans, have made it a principal 
means of their success, to take the words of Elder 
Himes, if they did not take words he never did use, in 
speaking of others, and report them to the person 
spoken of as the reporter wished them to be " under- 
stood." (See Weethee's letter to Mansfield, and the 
testimony on the " trial," in the pamphlet.) They 
did their greatest mischief in this way, by reporting 
that in whicli there was no truth, or that which was 
not the whole truth. 

* If the improprieties here stated did take place, 
there are others which are not stated that also took 
place. Elder Weethee, as one of the committee to 
audit the Tract and Mission account, gave the Con- 
ference to understand, that he was satisfied of its cor- 
rectness, though his proposition to publish it was 
overruled by the Conference. Mark, now, the" con- 
sistency " of their statements out of Conference. — 
Mr. Himes' " rage," or righteous indignation, was 
not checked because it was thought he was unreasona- 
ble, or Elder W. in danger of violence, but that El- 
der W. might have full liberty to show himself out. 

One " fact " will show how much reason Mr. 
Himes had for his warmth toward Elder W. Among 
the items of money " disbursed," were twelve dol- 
lars, in favor of" A. Hale." (See Bro. Jones' let- 
ter.) On coming to this, Elder W. took pencil and 
paper, and made a minute, in these words : " Twelve 
dollars paid A Hale, while at work on the Harp . " El- 
der Himes came near where the committee stood at 
the moment, and seeing the note in W.'s writing, 
and understanding its significance, as a charge of 
fraud on the Tract and Mission Fund, by " taking 
that amount to pay a man for doing his work," as W. 
has since reported it, Elder Himes' indignation was 
stirred. 

The " fraud " is of this character. " A. Hale " 
was employed by Elder Himes to re-arrange the old 
"Harp," to select and correct hymns for the new 
" Harp," aided by a committee for that purpose, in 
the interval of his Sabbath labor, for which Elder 
Himes was to make his receipts, including what he 
received for preaching — eight dollars per week. But 
while this work was being done, on account of over- 
exertion and exposure to the storms during last year's 
Boston Conference, sister Hale Was prostrated by a 
severe attack of pleurisy fever. It was extremely 



again. If you know any of the chicanery such as I 
spoke of, please let us have it. The country is ran- 
sacked from one end to the other, for something to 
break us down with, and we have got to stand on our 
defence — [See Church Report] but after all, God 
will defend us. * * * I close — may God have 
mercy, and bless us, and save us. Amen. 

Yours, G. Needham 

I replied to Bro. Needham, and expressed dissatis- 
faction at his course, but did not retain a copy of my 
letter. Soon after, being advised by some of my most 
estimable friends to give up the letters of Needham, I 
addressed him the following letter : 

Syracuse, Aug, 9, 1850. 
Dear Bro. Needham : — Having heard nothing 
from you for a length of time, I write now to say, 
that 1 feel that you have fallen into a great snare in 
the matter of Bro. Himes. I think that you have 
been unduly influenced by those whom envy had ar- 
rayed against Bro. H. and have committed yourself 
to sustain a wicked and envious movement, and have 
so involved yourself that you know not how to re- 
trace your steps. The spirit which is now manfested 
to ruin Bro. Himes at all events, does not savor much 
of the spirit with which the affair was professedly 
commenced, when you and W. said : " We are bis 
friends, we do not wish to injure him," &c. The 
proceeding of Wood in reference to that article, and 
the spirit manifested in inserting that article in the 
" Boston Mail," together with the egotistical and Po- 
pish sentiments of the article itself, evince to my mind 
vindictiveness, and a determination to crush Bro. H. 
at all hazards. I am constrained to view the efforts 
now making to rake up old charges of ten or twelve 
years standing against H., as anything but charita- 
ble. Indeed, I do not regard the origin and progress 
of this effort of W.'s, at all in the light in which 1 
did at first. I think you were misled by W. and some 
disaffected persons of his church, whose disaffection 
arose from W.'s suggestions and interrogations, as 
much as from any other cause. The attempls now 
made to lead the people to think that W. is the per- 
secuted man, are, in my opinion, anything but ingen- 
uous. W. was doubtless the originator of this move- 
ment in respect to H.'s delinquency : and for H. to 
accuse, and even to use severity for circulating these 
things, (unless they were true, and if true, why not 
sustain them,) is only acting in self-defence ; there is 
no persecution about it. Suppose you or I had been 
thus represented, do you think we would have re- 
garded ourselves as persecutors, if we had endeavored 
to make our accuser prove or confess, or appear to the 
world as a slanderer 1 

My brother, you are not so blind as to not see this 
point. I do hope you will come out and acknowledge 
your fault in giving so much confidence to these re- 
ports, and that you will not persist in your position 
of hostility to Bro. Himes. You and W. are to pub- 
lish a pamphlet, it is said ! ! Consider well before 
you do it ! Ask God in prayer, if love is the main- 
spring of this movement. 1 have always loved Bro. 
Needham, but cannot approve your present course. 
I (and many others) think that Weethee's ambition 
has ruined him, and has wrought this mischief in 
your feelings. I have been anxious to see you either 
recant, or have a mutual general council appointed to 
investigate this matter. I have been urgently re- 
quested to submit your and W.'s correspondence to a 
council of brethren ; and after prayerful considera- 
tion of the matter, and by advice of my most valued 
Brn. Bates, J. L. Clapp, J. M. Clapp, H. L. Smith, 
&c, I have become satisfied that duty to Bro. Himes 
requires it, and I cannot longer refuse to do so, and 
act upon the principle, " Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself." Among the reasons for so doing 
are the following : 

1st. Bro. Himes has all the claims to my confi- 
dence and love, which he has had for years, — no 
tribunal having shown him guilty of those charges, 
after a suitable time. 

2d. The opening up of this subject to my mind was 
unsought for, and I was not bound to secresy by any 
principle of right. 

3d. The continuation of the development of this 
subject, (though sought for by me,) should have been 
so truthful, that to communicate it to H. now, after 
all that has transpired, would do no harm. For I did 
not wish you to write charges which were unfounded, 
nor, especially, to profess credence in them. If, 
therefore, the charges were endorsed by you, and are 
untrue, (not to intimate that you knew them to be,) 
Bro. Himes should have the opportunity to see them, 
and refute them. 

4th. You had no more right to alienate me from 
Bro. Himes, by charges without proof, than you had 
to alienate another person, or all persons. 

5th. You have not proved the charges, and have 
not acted like an ingenuous " informant," for you 
would not tell who his accusers, and the reporters and 
authors of these stories were. 
6th. I am persuaded that sin was the origin of this 



* Declare unto us the parable of the " Stagnant 
Pool!" The "several families who empty their 
slops " — are the disaffected, tattling persons, who 
have retailed scandal in reference to J. V. Himes 
The " low place " — is the ready, open ear of the en 
vious person who eagerly drunk in these scandals 
and received the garbage from all quarters, until his 
mind was festered and gangrened. The man who 
" gave it a stir " — was the one who had a confiden- 
tial talk about " things in Boston," which stirred up 
the putrefaction. The "fetid exhalations" — were 
the flying stories of " dishonesty," " baseness," 
"chicanery," &c, borne upon the breeze. The 
" neighborhood in a stir " — were " the tried friends 
of J. V. Himes," at the Boston Conference. They 
have now found out where " the low place " is, who 
" stuck in the cane," — have discovered the " authors 
of the nuisance," (see " pamphlet,") and are endea- 
voring to abate it. — See " Supplement to 'Advent 
Herald.'" 

t These statements of Mr. Himes' agency, in 
this matter, are sheer fabrications. 

X This reference to the dreadfully abusive letter, 
which is understood to be from Bro. Mansfield, gives 
a specimen of the low, crafty management resorted 
to for the purpose of receiving the aid of brethren to 



difficult to obtain suitable help in his family, and had 
not sister Southard very kindly tendered her aid, even 

to the inconvenience of her family, " A. Hale " must I crusade against H., and though I do not regard you 
have been left alone, with five children, to whom the 
sixth was shortly added, and a sick wife to take care 



of. As it was, he could neither preach nor work on 
the Harp for some time. It was during this time 
that an appropriation of twelve dollars was made for 
his benefit from the " Tract and Mission Fund." — 
And this is the fraud ! This has been explained to 
Elder W. Some of our brethren know the facts in 
the case. We present them to " our brethren at 
large." " Under no other circumstances should we 
feel it our duty to take this course." 

Other " facts " in the case should be stated. 1st, 
"A. Hale" has received money, which he has put 
into that " fund," although he was at liberty to use 
the same for his own benefit, if he chose. 2d. He 
never contracted with any man, or body of men, to 
preach for " ten " dollars a Sabbath, or any other sum ; 
and received five dollars or less, more frequently than 
a larger sum. 3d. From the number of his family, 
his state of health, and that he labored exclusively as 
a " missionary," donors to the" fund" have desired 
that he might be especially considered : they never 
complained ! But it is now discovered, that the " tri- 
umvirate, Himes, Hale, and Bliss," are guilty of such 
awful fraud. "Brethren at large," is it your wish, 
that your agent should see your brethren " sick., and 
not visit them?" 



as prime mover in this work, yet you have lent your 
influence to it, and it is but just that a council should 
decide where the blame is — with all the available 
light before them. 

7th. You said in your first letter that " you wished 
to manage the matter so that Bro. Himes should be in- 
jured as little as possible, for you were his friends," 
but now you and W. manifest a determination to 
ruin him, and this is to be plainly inferred from your 
last letters. 

8th. Bro. Himes informs me that you and Weethee 
say that " you have written nothing to question his 
moral character," and very appropriately suggests — 
if this be so — the correspondence will only be in 
your favor ; and if it be not so, he ought to know 
what you say against his moral character. If you, 
Bro. N., so represent matters, your .correspondence 
must be allowed to speak for itself. I am not bound 
to shield falsehood. 1 have acted honestly in this whole 
affair; and 1 cannot endorse an untruth for any one. 

9th. While the matter stands before the Church 
3t large as it does, I am rather implicated in this at- 
tempt to ruin Bro. H., and while I refuse to give up 
your correspondence, I must be under censure, (and 
I do not plead guilty to any such charge.) I could 
illustrate this point by extracts from letters which I 
have received. 




THE ADVENT HERALD. 



10th. I have to say in conclusion, That you should 
seek to Bro Marsh and correspond with him against 
Bro. Hime9, after your telling me that " both offices 
are money-making concerns, and I have no confidence 
in either" seems very much as though your teal for 
right, and to correct the wrong, is not " without par- 
tiality," and that personal feelings toward H< prompt 
to these movements. 

If you have any statements to correct in your cor- 
respondence, or any reasons to assign— -why it is not 
my duty to submit your letters to a council, please 
inform mo immediately, 

With prayer for you to be led aright, ; 

Yours, &c, L. D. Mansfield. 

The following is his characteristic reply : 

SIXTH LETTER FROM G. NEEDHAM. 



Worcester, Ang. 13, 1850. 

Dear Bro. Mansfield : — Your extraordinary let- 
ter reached here (I suppose) yesterday, but me this 
morning. I cannot say I was unprepared. Yet not 
to the extent to which you have gone, or purpose to 
do. I had designed ere this, to send for my letters to 
yon, but still I could not believe that Bro. Mansfield 
would violate his own word, and every principle of 
honor among men, and of Christianity itself, by giv- 
ing up a private correspondence, and one which I had 
given to you in confidence, to those who seek my 
ruin, only because they hope to profit by it. 

I believe I allowed you to show my second letter 
to Brp. Bates, but beyond him not to let it go. My 
letters since the N. Y. Conference, I care not so much 
about; still, you have no right to give them up, ex- 
cept by my leave, especially after you have asked me 
to " repose confidence in my [your] honor and integ- 
rity as a man and a Christian." If you dare to do 
as you purpose, now, what shall I think of your 
" honor and integrity ?" 

I have some reasons to give, beside a violation of 
your pledge, in answer to my first letter, and also to 
a subsequent one : but before I give them, I request 
— 1st, that my three first letters relating to this mat- 
ter, be returnedio me, immediately. The others, you 
need not return, unless you choose. But I forbid your 
giving up, or allowing of the publication of one word 
of them, to any person or persons, in any way what- 
ever. I hope you have not already done it, but if you 
have, you will be responsible for it. 

2. I think you had better go to some attorney, in 
whom you have confidence, and lay the matter before 
him, without mentioning names, so as to act under- 
standingly : for if private correspondence, and that 
too of the most strictly confidential character, can be 
published to the world, with impunity, whenever, in 
the judgment of the repository of it, it is proper, you 
had better know it ; and if not, you had better know it. 
1 must be very brief on many points in your letter. 

1. From the tone of your last letter, 1 saw you 
were beginning to take ground against me, in your 
own mind, and I thought it better to write no more 
under such circumstances. True, you wished me to 
write again ; so you did when I wrote the first, and 
had I been as cautious then, you would not have had 
a confidential correspondence to hand over to a council. 

2. You say you think I " have been unduly influ- 
enced by those whom envy had arrayed against Bro. 
H." Well, 1 think not ; and I profess to know more 
about it than anybody else can. I say further, that 
the assertion that " envy " had anything to do with 
the matter, is unworthy of Bro. Mansfield. 

3. The first page of your letter entire, is conceived 
under a misapprehension of the real state of the case. 
For those who know nothing about the matter, ex- 
cept what they have seen in the " Herald," to be mis- 
taken, is not marvelous : but for those who have been 
advised, somewhat, to be in darkness, is passing 
strange. Why will you not wait, till you hear from 
us? I do not want to " retrace my steps." What 
do you know about " the spirit that is manifested to 
ruin Bro. Himes " ? You have neither seen or heard 
anything from us for weeks. All you have seen, ex- 
cept the Church expose, in answer to what appeared 
in the " Herald," the week before, is on the other 
side. I hope you do not judge us, by the spirit you 
see there? I plead an eternal separation from that 
spirit. 

4. We have not " raked up old charges, of ten or 
twelve years standing." Mr. Himes himself" raked 
up" an "old" matter, of some fourteen "years 
standing," and brought it forward in Church meet 
ing, which most of the Church had never heard of 
before. He gave his version of it, but we, having 
learned the man, thought best to look below the sur- 
face. We did so, and the result will be known soon 
But for his own action, we should never have med- 
dled with it. [S3C Warner's second letter and Buf- 
fam's case.] 

5. No "attempt" has been "made to lead the 
people to think W. is a persecuted man." This is 

news to me. 

6. You come to " the point" now. You " hope 
you [I] will come out and confess your [ray] fault, in 
giving so much confidence to these reports " ? Yes, 
Bro. Mansfield, you shall see my confession in full, if 
God will, in a few days. You will be better able to 
understand my " fault," then. 

7. Bro. W. and I " are to publish a pamphlet ! !" ] 
Yes, Bro. Mansfield, and no surprise, either. Can 
it be? Bro. Mansfield can tamely look on, and see 
the man he has '• always loved," blackened, as black 
as falsehood, iterated and reiterated from week to 
week, for thirteen weeks, minus only one in the 
time, can make him ; he can see Churches in differ- 
ent parts of the land, some of whom have known us, 
and some who never saw us, but whose confidence we 
enjoyed, in violation of all law, human and divine ; 
in violation of all order, all gospel ; trampling under 
foot all right, all justice, the office of the ministry, 
the institutions of Christ's house ; acting on these 
slanderous reports, fulminated to perhaps twenty 
thousand readers ; taking up the scandal thus fur- 
nished them, and sending back their fulminations ; 
and yet he is surprised that we are going to vindicate 
ourselves! Would to God, Bro. Mansfield was in a 
similar place six hours ! I would ask no more ! My 
eyes would not now run down with tears, in view of 
the attitude towards me, of the man who has " al- 
ways loved " me, and whom I have always loved. 
No, no. 0, Bro. M., I beg of you stop — if you have 



not already gone too far. Must the tie be forever sev- 
ered, that has bound us these seven years'! If you do 
it, remember, you alone will be accountable. 

8. But you have come to the conclusion, after 
" prayerful consideration of the matter, and by the 
advice of your most valued friends, to submit our 
correspondence to a council of brethren ! !" Can it 
be possible! " After prayerful consideration," you 
have concluded to violate the following pledge, un- 
qualifiedly given. " As to keeping this matter secret, 
you may be assured that I could not do otherwise, for 
our enemies and the enemies of our blessed cause, would 
say, ' Ahah! so would we have it.' "* Prayer never 
led a man to violate the sanctity of confidential cor- 
respondence, nor his word. No, never! /would 
sooner burn at the stake than do it. 

I cannot notice all the reasons, you have given, to 
justify you in such a step, but the law, " Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself," is the starting point. 

1. Well, am I your neighbor? Will love to me, 
or to yourself, lead you to violate every principle of 
the gospel, and your own pledge ? 

2. But love to Mr. Himes, you say, prompted you. 
Well, let us look at this. What benefit will it be to 
him? will it alter a single fact in his case? Sup- 
pose we have, (as is slanderously reported,) entered 
into a conspiracy against Mr. Himes — and suppose 
our ruin could be effected, would these clear or con- 
demn him? 

3. But if I have done wrong, in writing to you and 
stating some of the facts, which have since been 
proved, to whom did I wrong him? To yourself 
alone, obviously. Very well, then you, and you 
alone, have a complaint against me. Mr. Himes 
has none, and can have none, unless the matter goes 
from yourself. While you keep it, he can know 
nothing about it, and consequently can have no com- 
plaint. Allow, then, that I have wronged him by 
publishing the matter, to whom did I publish it? To 
you alone, or if any farther, to Bro. Bates. If it 
has gone beyond that bound, it has gone not only 
against my own express inhibition, but your most 
solemn pledge, and you and Bro. Bates are responsi- 
ble for it ; and I shall so hold you.\ 

4. I say, then, if there is wrong, it lies between 
you and me, (unless you have published the matter,) 
but there is an axiom in law, that " a man can never 
take advantage of his own wrongs." Come, then, 
to Worcester, if you have a matter against me ; and 
if we cannot settle it between ourselves, we will sub- 
mit it to the Church, of which I am both a member, 
and pastor. 

But there is to be a council of brethren, eh? Do 
you suppose I shall acknowledge any such bodies ? 
Self-called and self-constituted councils, truly ! And 
so private correspondence is to be submitted to some 
Pope-called, or self-called and constituted body, to be 
passed upon ? Pause, my brother, pause ! Be not 
accessory to such a measure ! You have been unduly 
influenced, or you would never have thought of such 
a high handed'step. I repeat, come to Worcester, 
or send to our clerk, Bro. F. R . Mayers, and I will 
hear the church. We have a regularly constituted 
church, and my name stands on their list of mem- 
bers. I do and shall acknowledge the authority of 
the church, but that of no other body. Worcester 
church has seen with deep regret and indignation the 
Popish and impertinent interference of other bodies, 
condemning their Pastor unseen and unheard, (what 
a heathen government would not do,) and they mean 
to speak out. Their voice will be heard soon, if they 
can find a medium. They think they can take care 
of their own members without any foreign aid ; and 
they mean to do it. These bulls of the different 
churches are most high handed, and will yet be esti- 
mated in their own light. Deeply do I pity them, 
who, by passion or otherwise, have thus in their hot 
haste, taken the place of the Great Head of the 
church. I pray God the sin may not be laid to their 
charge. 

9. It would lengthen out this communication far 
too long, to even glance at your Unreasons for tramp- 
ling under foot the Lord's command in the 18th of 
Matt., as well as your own solemn pledge, but I no- 
tice in the 8th, as a reason, that Mr. Himes informs 
you, " that you [me] and Weethee say that you [we] 
have written nothing to question his moral character." 
I do not know what Bro. Weethee may have said 
about that, but presume if he said so he told the 
truth, for you are the only one that I ever heard him 
speak of writing to ; and as to myself you are the 
only person I ever wrote, or spoke to, on the subject, 
save Bro. Weethee and Judson, till after Mr. Himes 
himself, published it far and wide. But I never de- 
nied or intimated any such thing, but on the contrary, 
to friends in whom I could confide, I have uniformly 
owned, (when I had a mind to) that I had written to 
one person, and only one on the subject, without 
naming any thing in particular that 1 wrote or did 
not write. "Before the church, I also stated that I had 
written to you, inquiring about the expenses of the 
Tent meeting. In regard to myself, therefore, the 
assertion is a gratuitous falsehood, like a hundred 
others that have appeared in in the organ of slan- 
der at Boston, of late. 

10. Your 9th reason is a curiosity. How came 
" the mattei before the church at large?" [Mr. Jud- 
son told it. — L. D. M.] You are the only living being 
to whom I wrote a word, or opened my mouth, prior 
to the N. Y. conference. Are yon " the church at 




* It will be seen that the reason which I assigned, 
is, lest it should reach our enemies and hurt the cause. 
But he has now given publicity to all the scandal 
possible against Bro. Himes, — and still claims that 
my promise is binding ! ! ! I did not expect to be the 
" repository" for scandal, and then charged with a 
want of " honor," for doing as I would be done by ! ! ! 

L. D. M. 

f Did Bro. Needham suppose that 1 could lose my 
confidence in Bro. Himes, and regard him as the 
" base," " dishonest " man which these letters rep- 
resent, and yet continue to hold friendly intercourse 
and correspondence with him ? Did he expect me to 
fie for him, and deny having received letters, when 
asked by Bro. Himes ? He says he only wronged 
Bro. Himes " to me and Bro. Bates." Well, Bro. 
Bates advised me to send the letters to Bro. Himes. 

l. d. m. 



large? or have you published it to " the church at 
large?" I am clear in this matter, beyond yourself. 
Let the responsibility rest where it belongs! 

11th, I pass over your charges of falsehood. I 
find them in several places. * * * * 

12. With regard to my correspondence with Bro. 
Marsh, I suppose that is my own business. In regard 
to what I said about the offices, I had no reference to 
their disinterested benevolence, (as the connexion 
shows,) for I never, for a moment supposed Bro. 
Marsh was dishonest in his deal with his fellow men. 
But it is true that, both offices have made money. I 
say it Ireely, to day, with all proper respect for Bro. 
Marsh. That I misapprehended Bro. Marsh, I am 
sensible, and have been for some time. But I wrote 
to him some time since, on that subject, and if he 
is not satisfied, he will let me know it, I doubt not. 

1 conclude by saying, Mr. Himes has had a regu- 
lar trial before his Church, and been found guilty on 
all the charges, and the Church have withdrawn the 
hand of fellowship, until he repent. To this I say 
Amen. This cry about " peers " will avail nothing. 
He got a committee of his Church appointed by his 
own request, and subsequently that committee was 
enlarged by mutual agreement and consent, so as to 
include the officers of the Church, then — it being the 
understanding of them all, (1 having asked the ques- 
tion no less than three times, if it was so understood, 
and no objection being made, I also remarking that 
I did not care which way they had it, and Mr. 
Himes' friend Emerson saying if it was not so en- 
larged, he should decline serving,) 1 say then, they 
proceeded to act as a committee, and subsequently 
voted to " dismiss the charge as unworthy of con- 
sideration, and adjourn sine die." This vote was 
carried by his friends, ivhose names are now paraded, as 
the echo of all he wishes to say, in that manner. No- 
body else expected such a move, or desired it, so far 
as 1 know. Moreover, one of the two " enemies " 
(?) who voted against it, told him on the spot, that he 
did so, because he thought it would be the worst 
thing for him (Himes) that could have been done. — 
Yet we are made to bear all this, and I am im- 
plicated in it, and unwilling to meet the charges, 
which I preferred ! All this, and an abundance more 
of the same sort, Bro. Mansfield believes, and it fur- 
nishes him with a justification for a purpose to com- 
mit one of the grossest outrages that a man could 
well do ! I never refuse to act as prosecutor. I asked 
that committee to secure me, yet remarked, " if you 
should appoint me I would consider it." When the 
Church finally appointed me prosecutor, I should have 
positively refused, but for the perversion that has 
been made of my former request. I had too much 
reason to expect a like perversion, if] refused. But 
the trial has been had ; and his withdrawal of him- 
self, has availed nothing. He was notified to appear, 
and would have had full and ample opportunity to re- 
but the testimony, had he done so, but he refused, 
and the trial went on without him. We have been 
threatened with prosecution, at almost every step, 
both by the man who is willing to " bare his bosom 
to investigation," and his friends. But we think we 
understand our business. We have not moved in 
this matter without legal advice. 

You wish to know, in conclusion, if there is any 
thing in my statements to you, which 1 wish to cor- 
rect. I answer, I kept no copy of my correspondence 
with you. I supposed 1 was writing to a man in 
whom 1 could confide. [As a repository for scan 
dal ? — this was a mistake, as all now see. You should 
have known me better.] But, I should like to see the 
three first letters, that if there is any thing that is not 
strictly and exactly correct, in them, I may correct it, 
for your benefit; and the one I allowed you to show 
to Bro. Bates, for his benefit : But beyond that I 
have no responsibility. If you have violated confi- 
dence, in publishing them, you must see to that. — 
And as to councils, the laws of Massachusetts will 
protect me from all such self constituted tribunals. — 
They recognize my relation to the Church, or any 
other association, to which I voluntarily give my 
name : But they say to all intruders of that kind, 
"Let alone!" You will therefore understand, that 
if those for whom " the law is made " (Rom. 13) do 
not incur its penalty, it will be from clemency. I 
repeat, that if you or any other brother has any thing 
against me that I cannot satisfy personally, I will most 
cheerfully submit it to the Church, of which 1 am a 
member : but all self-constituted tribunals may learn 
to their cost, that their intermeddling is high handed 
business.* 

I do hope, Bro. M. you will not be hasty, (but I 
much fear the deed is already done) but return the 
letters as I propose, and 1 will take legal advice, and 
then if you persist in your purpose, to give up my 
correspondence to others, 1 will make known my ul- 
timate decision. I hope however, it will not come 
to this. I hope I shall never have to withdraw my 
fraternal feelings from Bro. Mansfield. In a blessed 
hope waiting for the Lord from heaven, 

G. Needham. 

remarks. 

I replied to this letter, but kept no copy. The 
substance was — I could not comply with his request 
to return the letters ; and as to his threats of prose- 
cution, he ought to know me better than to suppose 
I could be intimidated from doing what I thought 
duty by such means. On reaching Boston, I ad- 
dressed the following to Bro. Needham : 

Boston, Sept. 6th, 1850. 

Bro. Needham : — I reached this city last evening, 
and shall spend a few days here, in which I shall feel 
it my duty to arrange your correspondence for publi- 
cation, in order to illustiate, as far as possible, the 
nature of the movement against Bro. H. 

I write now to say, that as the matter should be all 
fairly represented, 1 wish to publish my letters to 
you, if you desire it, in their appropriate places. So 
you will send me either the letters, or copies of them, 
and they shall be returned. Will you forward them 



* And yet the " Cochilualc Hall Church " tries and 
excommunicates the pastor of the Chardon-slreet 
Church, helped by \\\e pastor of the Worcester Church. 
What kind of" business" is this " intermeddling?" 
Is it not " high handed ?" " Thou that sayest a man 
should not steal, dost thou steal ?" — Rom. 2:21. 



to me at your earliest convenience, by mail or ex- 
press ? Direct to me, 8 Chardon-street. 

Your and Weethee's efforts against Bro. H. will, 
I fear, be suicidal, but more of Hainan's than of 
Samson's. I am much shocked at your " pamphlet." 
It evinces the most fixed and determinate purpose to 
bury Bro. Himes, without the hope of a resurrection. 
But your " pamphlet " will not effectuate that. The 
condemnation of the Church of Cochituate Hall will 
affect some, perhaps, but not me. I had no doubt 
that they would condemn, as the charges came from 
them : they must condemn him, or themselves. 

You who have collected together all public and 
"confidential" matters relating to Bro. Himes, for 
the purpose of totally ruining him, will have no oc- 
casion to complain if I shall use not only public, but 
" confidential " matters, to show the origin and grand 
idea in this movement against H., for tne purpose of 
saving him for the cause, which he has so long and 
faithfully served. 

1 am sorry to be compelled to do this, but I cannot 
see Bro. H. sacrificed at the shrine of selfishness and 
malignity, without throwing all the light upon the 
subject in my power. Yours, l. d. m. 

In reply, I received the following, in the hand- 
writing of Bro. Needham, from the poition of the 
Worcester Church to which he preaches : 

Elder L. D. Mansfield — Dear Bno. : — Having 
seen it several times stated in the " Herald," that 
Elder G. Needham, our pastor, had sometime pre- 
vious to the Conference in May last, written letters 
to some one, which revealed " a conspiracy," or 
" plot," on the part of certain individuals, of which 
he was one, against the character of Elder J. V. 
Himes ; and having heard it repeatedly asserted in 
this city, and in our Church meetings, that yourself 
was the individual to whom he had written ; and hav- 
ing seen it stated in the last " Herald," that " Elder 
N. has written to one with whom he corresponded, 
requesting that he would bum his letters ! !", accom- 
panying the statement with a charge of " duplicity 
and cunning " ; and having learned from Bro. Need- 
ham that he had sent a request to you for the three 
first of those letters, that if there was anything that 
was not "strictly correct," he might correct it for 
your benefit ; and that in a subsequent letter, you 
have refused to return them : We, the Church of 
Second Advent believers in Worcester, (to the over- 
sight of which Bro. N. was called as Pastor, nearly 
a year and a half ago, and in which capacity he has 
continued to the present time,) do now join him in a 
second request, that those letters, viz., the three first, 
and the one containing the request that the others 
should be burned, be returned to him, for the purpose 
of being laid before this Church. If those letters 
contain evidence of wrong doing, on the part of Bro. 
Needham, the Church of which he is Pastor, have a 
right to that evidence. If they do not, they have a 
right to know it. We think you cannot refuse so 
reasonable a request, so long as yourself have, in 
some way, authorized the above reports. If this re- 
quest is refused, we shall take it for granted, that 
there is no foundation for them, and must let the res- 
ponsibility rest where it belongs. We shall expect 
that you will retain a copy if you choose. 

With sentiments of respect, we are yours, &c. 

Resolved, That the above be signed by the Pastor 
and Clerk, and sent to Bro. Mansfield, for his con- 
sideration, and compliance. 

G. Needham, Pastor. 
Worcester, Sept. 8, '50. Benj. B. Hill, Clerk. 

P.S. It is but just to say, that the joint letter was 
prepared several days ago, but we could not be turned 
aside for any of your purposes or plans — that testi- 
mony belongs to my Church, and they ought to have 
it. I received your letter from Boston, yesterday, 
and will only say, it will be time enough for you to 
ask for your letters, when you treat me ifVid my peo- 
ple with courtesy. If you think I fear to meet any 
thing contained in the first two or three letters, in a 
proper waj, you are much mistaken. As to subse- 
quent ones, if Mr. Himes wants to publish them, ray 
much, I will furnish him with much more of the same 
sort, if those do not satisfy him. I can furnish any 
quantity of matter he may want for his defence, if 
such correspondence will prove a defence. o. n. 

I was glad to receive this letter, with Bro. Need- 
ham's postscript, as it admits my obligation to " sub- 
mit the matter to a council ;" i. e., a sort of council 
— "his Church." But the Advent Church at large 
have now had Bro. Himes' private conversations, Sic, 
collected and spread out before them — therefore they 
must hear the other side — this is fair. It will be seen 
by my reply, that I endeavored to " treat him and his 
Church with courtesy." I am sorry to see the vin- 
dictive spirit manifested in the above postscript. The 
following was my reply : 

• Boston, Sept. 12, 1850. 
To Elder Needham' s Church in Worcester : 

Dear Brethren : — Your letter came duly to hand, 
but my engagements have prevented me from answer- 
ing you sooner. You will pardon the delay. 

In reference to your request, I will only say, that 
it will not be consistent for me to give up to others 
the original letters of Bro. Needham. This 1 can- 
not do for any one. I have made copies of those let- 
ters, which have been used by the compositors, and 
are too much soiled to be sent you ; but I will soon 
send you a printed sheet containing copies of those 
letters, carefully compared with the original letters 
in proof reading, which I shall certify, and these will 
answer your purpose. 

I will say, I do not, however, recognize the " right " 
of the Church to those letters, as Bro. Needham af- 
firms in his postscript. The letters belong to me;- — 
no one else can have them. I will, however, for the 
satisfaction of the Church, show the original letters 
to a committee, if they choose to appoint one ; but 
for all practical purposes, the printed copies wil! be 
sufficient in the investigation of this matter. 

Yours very truly, L. d. m. 
P.S. I shall be in Boston, until Monday, and shall 
then return Westward. If you have any other com- 
munications, address me here. 

The following letter was received from Elder Wee- 
thee, as per date, and is inserted here : 
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KIDER WRETHBE S SECOND LETTER. 

Boston, June 1 Uh, 1850. 
Dear Bro. Mansfield :-— You perhaps are desir- 
ous of hearing how matters are going at this place. 
They are so intricate that I can scarcely tell vou I 
may be obliged to publish the whole matter after a 
while. My suspicious of his character are becoming 
more confirmed. I Write you that you should return 
my letter which I wrote you with your certificate 
connected that that letter was received before the 
New York Conference, so as to identify it. It is im- 
portant that I should have it arid it will not affect you. 
Send it immediately, or if you have destroyed it, 
then send me what you remember of its contents, es- 
pecially where I stated that there were to be no 
charges at the New York conference. That some 
things had already been explained, and I was in hopes 
that the whole matter might be amicably adjusted. 
These are important points* He has spoken to me 
severely against you, as one for whom he had done 
so much, please, send me an account of his treatment 
towards you as I am collecting facts. State nothing 
only as you would be willing to testify before court. 
The thing is taking a wide range. He has challenged 
all ttt3u. He is resolved to have clean papers from 
my church but will not get them without a strong 
protest accompanied with the reasons, and a full his- 
tory of his course and acts. Send me any informa- 
tion which will be of any use. I should like to know 
more of the expenses of the Syracuse meeting. He 
has charged the tract and mission fund 50 dollars, I 
insisted that he should publish the disbursements for 
the last year but cannot get him to do it as yet. 
Things here are certainly dark. The Boston Con- 
ference was composed of his tried friends, drummed 
up from the various churches, and I was treated more 
like a dog than a brother. Write me as soon as pos- 
sible. Yours, J, P. Weethee. 



It will be seen by the above letter, that there had 
been a previous one written. This I returned, as 
here requested. That letter was written with cau- 
tion, but yet contained evidence of the purpose to get 
a representative Conference for their own purposes — 
viz., to establish a paper. I did not then see the ini- 
quity of the scheme as I saw it afterwards, and see it 
now. The readers of this article will not readily 
perceive how much Elder Weethee was implicated in 
this matter, unless they consider that Elder Need- 
ham's impressions were made by him, (Weethee,) as 
appears in the letters of Elder N. 

As to the publication of the Missionary and Tract 
Fund account, Bro. Himes did not refuse to publish. 
But it seemed to he the opinion of the Conference, 
that it was not best to publish the report. ' The ac- 
count was audited by persons appointed by the Con. 
ference, and found correct. 

I would now say, in conclusion, that I deeply re- 
gret the necessity which has been imposed upon me 
to give publicity to these letters ; nothing but the 
most satisfactory evidence of the wrong intentions, 
and the present bitter hatred of the actors in this af- 
fair, (evidenced by the pen, dipped in gall, which 
traced the pages of the late pamphlet, and these let- 
ters also,) toward yourself (Bro. Himes), could have 
made me willing to do as 1 have done. With these 
remarks, I submit the whole matter. 

With assurances of unfeigned regret, that you 
have been thus persecuted, and betrayed, and hated, and 
almost RUINED, 

1 am, my dear Bro. Himes, 

Yours truly, L. D. Mansfield. 

Errata.— In Elder Neeilliam's first letter, 5th paragraph, 5th line, 
instead of " nnt knowing it till all is ready," read, " not knowing till 
all is ready." Same par., 14th line, for, " he proposed to buy," read, 
" he professed to buy." Second letter, lstpar.,lith line— For, " bring 
forward general measures," read, " some general measures." Same 
par., 3d line from top of next col.— For " many cares," read, " many 
curses." Secord par., Sth line— For " endorsed notes," read, " en- 
dorsed notes at the bank." Third par., l-lth line -For, " But said, 
he and his family," re:id, " But said he, his family." Filth par., l:lth 
line-For, " (if it is all paid up,") read, " (aim it is all paid up)." 
The foHow'ing errors appear in only a few copies. Second letter, 5th 
par., I?th line-For, " Two hundred," read, " Four hundred." 3d 
and 4th lines below— For, " As you see," and, " one percent.," read, 
" As you see," and, *" one cent." Sixth par., 3d Hue—For, " in con- 
versation," read, " in connection." 



The foregoing History and Correspondence show 
the movement which was on foot in the dark. Let 
the readers carefully compare the several features 
thus developed, with the corresponding points in the 
following article, which was the principal instrument 
in calling the attention of brethren to the dark deeds 
which were being consummated, and bringing them 
to light. Let them read and compare, and then say, 
was it uncalled for? was there no justification for the 
suspicions'! — no necessity for the warning? Now 
that a full development has been made, and the dark 
conspiracy has been partially unfolded, it may be well 
again to read the article which caused such heart- 
burnings, and was pronounced so unjust. — See " Her- 
ald " of May 18th, 1850. — We have reason to believe 
that there is more correspondence of a still blacker 
character still in the dark. — It may yet come out. 

MOKE SECRET WORKINGS. 

To the tried and faithful friends of the Advent cause: 
" Brethren :— At the Conference lately held at 
New York, intimations were made to me by brethren 
from different parts of the country, which were of a 
character and relate to matters, which appear to make 
it indispensably necessary that I should speak as I 
am about to do in this article. No other course seems 
to be left to me but to speak in this public manner, 
since I know not how far this affair has spread, only 
that brethren separated from each other by more than 
a hundred miles have appeared at the late Confer- 
ence, in possession of more or less of a knowledge of 
some secret work of darkness about to be attempted, 

" The features and object of this attempt, so for as 
made known by those who have had the brotherly 
and Christian honor to lay this matter, which so seri- 
ously involves my integrity, usefulness, and happi- 
ness, before me, appear to be as follows : 1. A most 
cruel and unrighteous attempt on my personal charac- 
ter, by stating things to my injury in which there is 
no truth ; by reviving old and often refuted slanders, 
and by writing letters and making journeys for the 
purpose of favoring and directing this attack on me 
by brethren generally. 2. The securing (as they 
call it,) of the ' Herald ' office and its appendages to 
the Advent canse, in case of my decease. 3. To ef- 
fect a change in reference to those who are associated 



with me in the management of the paper and office. 
What else there may be in contemplation, has not 
been developed, even in the most remote degree. 

" Now, I have only to say, to my brethren and to 
all men, what I have so often said before, that if any 
man has aught against me, of any kind whatever, I 
am prepared to meet it in the manner they shall 
choose, and at any time or place they prefer. 2. In 
reference to securing the Advent ' Herald ' and its 
interests to the Advent cause, I am prepared to carry 
into effect the proposition I have so often made, that 
whenever, in the judgment of the tried and faithful 
friends of the cause, such a transfer of our Advent 
organs, and any other appropriations for the cause 
which brethren generally see fit to make, as will se* 
cure a more efficient and satisfactory promotion of 
the work, is advisable, let the arrangement be made, 
I am ready for it. There is, however, a proper way 
to do all things that are proper to be done The se- 
curing of what belongs to the cause, for the purpose 
to which it is devoted, and the attempted destruction 
in the favor and esteem of his brethren, of a man who, 
as to anything that appears, has shown as much wil- 
lingness to sa rifice for it as any other one, are very 
different things. If the fear that. I may be ' taken 
away ' without providing for the cause as I may have 
the means, or without doing justice to my responsi 
hilities ; if sympathy for me under the loss of such a 
measure of health as permits me now only to per- 
form even less than those may do who are so sympa- 
thetic ; if these are reasons why something should be 
done by my brethren to secure the cause, or some 
other cause, the valuable service and interest of the 
' Herald,' are these sufficient reasons for a cruel, un- 
christian and unbrotherly attack upon my integrity? 

" Why so much more anxieiy should be felt to se- 
cure the ' Herald ' than any other Advent paper, and 
some other questions, I must leave unnoticed at this 
time. But if this, only, were the object to be se- 
cured, how is it that those who are so deeply con- 
cerned for the cause, should find it inconvenient, or 
deem it improper, even to consult me in any way 
about it? Have I never had any interest for the 
cause ? or have I lost it all ? This becomes still more 
mysterious, and painful, if, as is intimated, those 
who are the prime movers in this, have been in daily, 
or frequent intercourse with me. I do not shrink 
from any investigation. But will my brethreu see 
that justice is done me ? 1 ask for nothing more ! I 
have sufficient confidence in the wisdom and justice 
of those who have stood by me thus far, to submit all 
my affairs into their hands. 

' I have requested of the Church of which I am a 
member, that a committee be appointed to inquire in- 
to reports involving my moral character. The result 
will be made known. In the mean time I wish my 
brethren to put a few questions to those who circu- 
late reports to my injury : 1. What do you know 
Bro. Himes to be at fault in? 2. Will you hold 
yourself responsible to sustain your slatements? 3. 
Have you taken the course pointed out in the Gospel 
towards one against whom a brother has aught ? 

" These questions are proper in all cases. Those 
who decline to answer them are not only my enemies ; 
but the enemies of the Gospel of Christ, and of all 
men. 

" With those who prejudge me to be unworthy of 
confidence, and privately circulate reports to my inju- 
ry, when they have it within their power on any day 
to know the truth in the case, I desire to have nothing 
to do, either as their agents, or as men whom it 
would be possible to satisfy. With those who have 
confidence in me, and see fit to labor with me still, I 
shall have no difficulty in arranging the mode of 
operations, or in giving them at any time a satisfac- 
tory account of my stewardship. J. V. Himes. 

" The following is from Bro. J. Pearson, Jr., one 
of the sources of information on which the above re- 
marks are made : 

"'Bro Himes: — lam greatly grieved to learn 
that reports detrimental to both your Christian and 
moral character are widely circulated among the 
brethren. As they are having the effect to injure 
your influence and curtail the usefulness of the " Ad- 
vent Herald," it demands your prompt acticn. — 
Therefore have I deemed it a duty I owe to you and 
the cause of truth, to call your attention to the mat- 
ter ; that you may at once check the spread, and des- 
troy the effect, of this one more effort of the enemy 
of all good to mar the work of God.' " 



THE MOCK TRIAL. 

Having given our readers a history of the 
commencement and progress of the " Secret 
Workings," we are prepared to examine the 
charges ; and the evidence by which it is claim- 
ed that they are sustained. 

To properly appreciate the judgment arrived 
at, it is necessary to consider the tribunal be- 
fore which the testimony is presented. Do any 
imagine an assembly of grave, praying men, 
bowing in agony of soul before the Mercy Seat, 
pleading that God would reclaim an erring bro- 
ther ? Do they fancy they see them listening 
with pain at each successive development of 
crime ? — hoping that in some way they may 
vindicate his injured name, and " remove the 
clouds which lower over his pathway"?— and if 
they find him erring, more anxious to convert 
than to convict ? Let none picture such a scene. 
On the contrary, behold a company of disaffected 
men, determined to crush a brother. Behold 
their pastor, going from place to place, collect- 
ing accusations of assumed wrong doing. He 
had seen Mordecai sitting at the king's gate, 
and when he saw that he bowed not to his 
opinions* nor did him reverence, he was full 



of wrath, and determined to see whether Mor- 
decai's matters would stand ; for he had told 
them that he was a Jew. And he thought 
scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone ; for they 
had showed him the people of Mordecai, and 
he sought to destroy them throughout all the 
kingdom. He goes to work secretly to preju- 
dice the minds of his ministering brethren. — 
They, believing his statements, are partially 
affected. He pledges them to secrecy — not to 
let his brother know of his purpose till the time 
should come when he might crush him. This 
plot is detected. The brethren are put on their 
guard. He miserably fails. His church hearing 
ing that they are implicated as the authors of the 
charges against one of their brethren, desire to 
give an indignant denial, that they in any way 
participate in them. Their pastor returns. — 
He knows that if they declare their disconnec- 
tion, he will be placed in a bad predicament. — 
He, and the one or two who have been privy to 
his purposes, go to work to defeat any investi- 
gation. They offer to the injured brother, to 
give him " clean papers" if he will clear "Wee- 
thee." Clean papers are not what are wanted; 
justice is sought for. The brother must know 
the author or authors of those reports. He is 
told " if you press that, you shall have enough 
of it. They will find those who will swear to 
anything." Still the cry is, "Justice ! justice; 
give me justice." The first set of charges 
brought, are not to the minds of their authors, 
or the time has not arrived for their examination. 
By unheard of assumptions of rules of order, and 
dictatorial decisions of order, their trial is evaded. 
The pastor pleads innocence and great persecu- 
tion. Floods of tears run down his cheeks, 
which excite the sympathetic portion of his 
flock, whom he assiduously visits, and, under 
various pleas, he succeeds in securing six dis- 
affected men and one boy from among the male 
members of the Church, and a larger number of 
females — with five men and several females, 
who were hurried by him into the Church while 
the difficulties were pending, or after they re- 
moved — being voted in, each within five 
minutes after being first proposed — as his defend- 
ers. These withdraw from the Chardon-street 
Chapel, and open a meeting in another place. 
They declare themselves to be the Chardon- 
street Church; and the Church and society that 
remain, elopers. Having separated themselves 
from all of Bro. Himes' friends, under the bor- 
rowed name of the Church they have departed 
from, they qualify themselves to sit as impar- 
tial)^^; how? Do they agree that they 
will judge according to the law, and the testi- 
mony, and render exact justice between man and 
man, according to the best of their judgment? 
0, no ! They do it by adopting the following 
resolution : 

"Resolved, That Elder J. V. Himes be re- 
quired by this Church to withdraw the charges 
and accusations contained in the article in the 
' Herald' of May 18th, headed ' More Secret 
Working,' as far as they have any bearing on 
the conduct of J. P. Weethee."— p. 50. 

Might it not well be said : 

" 0 judgment ! thou are fled to brutish beasts, 
And men have lost their reason." 

Having shown their impartiality by condemn- 
ingin advance, — in theabove resolution, of which 
requirement they gave their intended victim no 
knowledge, until they had pronounced him con- 
victed, and published to the world their decision, 
— this pastor, six adult members, one minor, 
and five new members, then consituted seven 
of their number " a committee to search out 
and investigate the nature of those complaints 
[which the pastor had been collecting and cir- 
culating, and prepared all to their hands,] in cir- 
culation, which, if true, are injurious to his 
moral and Christian character." — p. 51. This 
committee consisted of M. Wood, Chairman ; J. 
G. Hamblin, J. W. Young * S. A. Porter * S. 
Mills, L. J. Seavy, Thos. Allecott the first 
of whom, if not more, were connected with the 
pastor in the circulation of the charges. The 
three with stars were of those who were hur- 
ried into the Church ; and the last, one of those 
added after they left the Chapel ! Elder Need- 
ham, the one the most identified with Elder W. 
in the attempt to ruin Bro. Himes, is appointed 
Church Advocate ! i. e., to advocate the cause 
of this fragment of a Church, before itself, and 
induce them to convict Elder H. of charges 
made by themselves. Was not such a tribunal 
fitted to the work to be done by it? — and the 
work done, the fit product of such a tribunal ? 
They proceed by issuing the following cita- 



i(l. Respectfully, M. Wood, Chairman; J. G. Hamblin, 
W. Young, S. A. Porter, S. Mills, L. J. Seavy, Thos. 



* Elder W. had great expectations respecting a 
movement which was to be made by a body to be sym- 
bolized by the " third angel," in Rev. 14:9. His 
view is hinted at on p. 149 of his " Armageddon." 
More than a year since he told Bro. Bliss,— and Eld. 
Robinson testifies that he told him the same, on ano- 
ther occasion, — that a movement corresponding with 
that symbol, as the Advent movement did with the 



first angel , was to be made ; that when it should be 
made, it would be greater than the Advent movement 
was ; that the Adventists might be that body if they 
would ; but that if they declined, another body would 
take their places. To forward this movement, it is 
supposed, was the great motive which first induced 
him to attempt to get control of the " Herald," that 
he might divert it to his own purposes. Those con- 
versing with him got the impression, that he expected 
to head the body to be symbolized by the third angel. 
Elder Marsh told Elder Himes the year previous to 
that, that Elder W. claimed to be represented by that 
angel. 



tion, to which w r as sent the accompanying re- 
ply:- 

" To Eld. J. V. Himes. 

" The undersigned, being a committee appointed by the 
Church of which you are a member, have been directed by 
the Church aforesaid, To search out and investigate 
the nature of those complaints in circulation, which, if true^ 
are injurious to your moral and Christian standing. 

" Acting under our instructions, we have considered such 
complaints, and have reduced them to seven general heads, a 
list of which charges we now transmit to you, and hereby 
cite you to appear before the Church aforesaid, at tin; house 
of M. Wood, in Gardiner street, on Thursday evening, the 
1st of August, 1850, to answer the complaints herein speci- 
fied. 
J. 

Allecott. 

"The Grounds of Complaint — 1. That Elder J. 
V. Himes has evinced in his management of the Second Ad- 
vent Publications and the property and funds derived from 
the same, a want of economy, openness, and candor, and un- 
bending integrity, so essential to a Christian, and more espe- 
cially to one who has called himself a " general agent " 
of the Second Advent Body. 

" 2. That he has treated various brethren in the ministry, 
in matters of public notoriety, (not between two private per- 
sons, as such,) in a manner unbecoming a Christian. 

" 3. That Elder J. V. Himes has treated certain officers of 
Cbardon-st. Church and Society, (heretofore known by that 
name,) and private members, and others of like faith, in an 
improper manner, and highly derogatory to his Christian 
standing. 

" 4. That in his course, as pursued, in relation to Church 
organization in general, and especially as exhibited in the 
Second Advent Cause in Boston, from its commencement, 
he has evinced a want of consistent, unbending, Christian 
principle, and strict moral integrity. 

" 5. That in secular dealings J. V. Himes has been want- 
ing in that scrupulous integrity, and deep moral principle, so 
necessary to every Christian, and especially to a minister, 
and still more to one looking for the return of Jesus. 

" 6. That J. V. Himes has been wanting in that scrupu- 
lous regard for truth, which should distinguish every Chris- 
tian. 

" 7. That he has treated the Church of which he is a pri- 
vate member, in the manner unbecoming a man in the posses- 
sion of that humility required in the Gospel." 

his replv. 

"To M.Wood and others.: — In reply to a citation 
from you, to answer charges before you, as specified in your 
letter received this morning, I remark that if you, or any one 
have any matters of complaint against me, I will at any time 
most cheerfully give you a hearing before an impartial council 
of my peers, or the Church of which lama member; but 
you are not recognized as a committee appointed by any 
church of which I am a member; nor as "impartial" 
men, competent to sit in judgment on charges ( originating 
with yourselves. If you wish to settle any difficulty on 
principles of Christian equity, no obstacle will be placed 
before you, but every facility offered — notwithstanding the 
strange and unaccountable course you have chosen to pursue. 
But if you decide to continue in this crusade against me, the 
field is open before you ; and you can take the course you 
may deem will best subserve your ends. J. V. Himes. 
" Boston, July 31, 1650." 

The first set of charges which had been pre- 
sented by Elder Needham, (see " Herald " of 
July 6th,) had been abandoned, and these sub- 
stituted in their places. Friday evening, Aug. 
2d, was the important moment, which, in the 
expectation of the parties concerned, was to 
consign Elder J. V. Himes to the shades of 
oblivion. They met as per adjournment, in 
Cochituate Hall, self-styled — "The Supreme 
Church of God on earth ;" also, " the highest 
earthly tribunal." We have read the trial of 
Charles I, before the High Court of Justice 
— with seventy judges. We have been famil- 
iar with that of Warren Hastings before the 
Peerage of the British realm. But not yet 
have we had a graphic description of the" one 
under consideration. The pens of both poet 
and historian, and the pencil of the painter have 
been called into requisition to perpetuate those 
former displays. Of this, the simple result is 
all that is yet revealed. Those former august 
tribunals were in the great Hall of W illiam Rufus, 
which, has resounded at the inauguration of 
thirty kings. There was not wanting the pomp 
of civil or military display. The peers robed in 
gold and ermine ; the judges of the law, in their 
vestments of state, and the ambassadors of great 
kings, and eloquent advocates, were there pres- 
ent. The wit, and wisdom, and learning, of 
the realm were there arranged ; every move- 
ment, word, and look, are matters of great in- 
terest to those who have come after them. The 
gravity and dignity of the judges, the noble 
bearing of the accused, the vastness of the au- 
dience, the rank of the parties present, all gave 
importance to the occasion. The stillness that 
reigned in the intervals of the trials, the atten- 
tion of all to every changing occurrence, the 
bright glances from many glistening eyes, the 
silent curl of many a ruby lip, the bending low 
of many a listening ear, to catch each uttered 
sound, the expressive countenances, watching 
the progress of the trial, as the varying fortune 
of the accused, or eloquence of the advocates, 
caused the auditory to alternate between hope 
and fear ; these have all been depicted in rain- 
bow tints, or in beautiful and eloquent descrip- 
tion. Shall not this be alike immortalized? — 
Shall the veil be drawn over the points of inter- 
est, and the little minute incidents which fill 
up the interstices, and give beauty to the pic 
ture, shall they be forever unknown ? Alas*! 
they are buried in the brick and mortar of the 
walls that inclosed them, or in the breasts of 
the interested spectators in the scene, who were 
so engrossed in the magnitude of the occasion, 
that little attention could be given to the little 
incidents. 

We shall then have to depend on our imagi- 
nation. The " president judge " enrobes him- 
self in his ermine, to preside in the trial of 
charges which he had before affirmed. The 
jurors take their seats to hear the testimony 
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Which they have already themselves testified 
to ; and the advocate appears, to present evi- 
dence, and make a plea, which had probably 
already been committed to writing. Are they 
so insensible to the mockery they are attempt- 
ing, that they can master their own gravity?— 
Could they realize the picture they present to 
the eyes of others, they would veil, to the ex- 
tent of their ability, each his agency in the 
business. It would seem, that each should 
hardly look the other in the face, and avoid the 
risibility of his features. Each should in his 
neighbor's see the blushes of his own. 

As they have sent out to the world these 
charges and specifications fraudulently in the 
name of a Church— which repudiates such action 
and such members — where the actors are un- 
known, their presentation may produce an effect, 
which it will not have where they are now well 
understood. For the benefit, therefore, of the 
friends abroad, the several specifications will 
be noticed in their order. 

First Charge. 

" That Elder J. V. Himes has evinced in his management 
of the Second Advent publications, and the property and 
funds derived from the same, a want of economy, open-deal- 
ing, candor, and unbending integrity, so essential to a Chris- 
tian, and more especially to one who has called himself a 
' General Agent ' of the Second Advent Body." 



Before noticing the specifications, it may be 
as well here to say a few words in reference to 
the relation an agent sustains to those whose 
agent he is, in distinction from his relation to 
his own private affairs. This embodiment of 
the honesty and wisdom of this last age, either 
in its mystification, or in its wickedness, seems 
to be entirely ignorant of the possibility of the 
same persons sustaining the two relations. — 
Whether they are unable to discern the various 
matters on which they have attempted to en- 
large, or whether they do not choose to, is a point 
not fully settled. The continuous succession of 
blunders all over the pamphlet is indicative of 
a lack of discernment. But the ancients had 
a proverb: — "Whom God wills to destroy, he 
first makes mad," — which may explain the 
present mental obtusity which so obviously af- 
flicts the authors of this wonderful specimen of 
American literature. 

It can hardly be necessary to give any infor- 
mation on this point to the great majority of 
our readers ; but the intelligent will bear with 
us, if we seek to remove the mists which may 
have been thrown around the minds of any less 
fortunate. 

The Specification under the first charge is 
as follows : 

"Specification. While professing to act as 'General 
Agent ' of the Advent Body, and they virtually recognizing 
him as such, he has loaned funds thus put into his hands, and 
the profits on the same, to favorites, and has lost many of 
these sums, and thus the cause has been defrauded of what 
rightfully belonged to it." 



by those to whom Elder H. was under such 
obligations,— saving sums of $5 to $25, when 
brethren, in need (and there have been many 
such,) have borrowed for present necessities, and 
not been able to pay— and the debt has been 
cancelled, as Mr. Wood's was. This, instead of 
being a crime, is put by generous, noble-minded 
souls among his good deeds, being evidences of 
his generosity, and willingness to assist the 
needy— of which trait of character some of the 
unworthy have taken advantage. In a single 
case only, a man doing work for him got a por- 
tion of his pay in advance, and cleared out, 
leaving the work undone. These being his 
own funds, were at his own disposal. 

There is, however, a single case to be noticed. 
In the first " batch " of charges which Elder 
Needham presented, on the authority of Madam 
Rumor, who came to him one afternoon, bathed 
in tears. It reads as follows : 

" With having fellowship with a liquor-dealer, and en- 
dorsing notes for him at the bank, to enable him to prosecute 
that business, knowing the facts in the case." 

This charge is here brought under this speci- 
fication. To sustain it, M.~Wood testifies that 
Elder H. told him nearly two years since, that 
he had loaned money to one Nichols, a liquor 
dealer, in Ann-street, Boston, for two years past, 
for the purpose, as he (H.) professed, of ulti- 
mately getting him (N.) out of that business " 
— having loaned to the amount of $500 or $600 
—wanted him, Wood, to take goods of Nichols, 
and that N. had gone to California, by which 
he (H.) would lose several hundred dollars. 
How Nichols can have been in Boston for 
two years past," and in California for the same 
time, does not appear ; the witness probably 
meant the two years previous. He has, how- 
ever, given an untruthful statement. The his- 
tory of that case is this :— Mr. Nichols resided 
n Medford, and was an early friend of Mr. 
Miller, who introduced him to Elder H. Mr. 
N. afterwards removed to Charlestown, and his 
house was Mr. Miller's home when in this vicin- 
Mr. N. was in good circumstances, and 



This specification is a libel, and subjects the 
parties making it, — the printer of the pamphlet 
and all whose names are voluntarily connected 
with it, — to the liability of a trial before a court 
of justice : the crime in this State is punishable 
by fine and imprisonment, — the party libeled 
having nothing more to do with the trial than 
he would have in the trial of a thief who had 
broken into his house, and stolen his goods 
Not one penny entrusted to him by others has 
been loaned ot lost, or knowingly diverted from 
the channel intended by its donor. The charge 
of fraud is a high charge, and one from which 
there could be no escape. Whatever sums of 
money Mr. Himes may have loaned, have been 
of his own earnings. Among the favorites to 
whom they have been loaned, are such favorites 
as Dr. Pierce and M. Wood, the latter of whom 
is one of those by whom money has been lost. — 
Elder H. having given him when he saw he 
could never collect. 

That these men knew that the charge of de- 
frauding the cause, by loaning such sums of 
money, (which will be noticed again,) was a 
libel, is demonstratsd on pp. 71-75, where the 
authors of this charge attempt to demonstrate 
that Dow & Jackson were the original proprie- 
tors, and that they sold out to Eld. Himes. This 
will also be noticed in its place; but they 
say, (p. 64) : "The second volume of this paper 
[was] commenced April 1, 1841, and Mr. Himes 
was the legal proprietor " Here they are trying 
to make Elder H. like one of themselves— a 
deceiver. And again, on p. 99 : "Now all this 
time he is legally the owner of the ' Herald ' 
and whole book concern." — This loaning and 
losing his earnings, would be no fraud on any 
one but himself, according to their own confes- 
sion. 

Now comes the evidence under this head. 
What is said about loaning money to others, 
and losing money by such, will not be replied 
to here — it not being necessary to go into the 
question whether a man has a right to make 
such disposition as he choosis of his own. 
When he has had a surplus on hand, he has 
been willing to assist, for a limited period, those 
who, when he was in need of funds to carry 
on his office, assisted him in a similar manner 
— as all business men are in the habit of doing ; 
it being a part of the mode of doing business. 



was of great assistance to Elder H., by loaning 
him money to aid him in publishing the paper 
and books, in the early history of the cause, 
when friends were few and were most needed. 
He was also generous in his donations to 
the cause. On one occasion he brought in 
a note of $160 against a book-binder, which 
he said he would present to Elder Himes if 
he would take it in the man's work. The man 
thus paid it in full. When Elder H. could not 
get his payment, as per agreement, for money 
loaned Dr. P., he had to borrow of Mr. Nichols ; 
and so on other occasions. 

Now for another picture, Several years 
since N. went into partnership with a tobacconist 
in Ann street. Mr. Wood has repeatedly stated 
to S. Bliss and others, that Mr. N. was induced 
to go into that arrangement through represent- 
ation made by P. Dickinson — and that D. was 
owing N. a sum of money, and had a similar 
claim on the tobacconist; and that by this ar- 
rangement D. got his pay of the tobacconist, and 
paidN.; Mr. N., however, lost by the arrange- 
ment, the establishment not being as solvent 
as he was made to believe. He lost several 
thousand dollars by it. While there he be- 
came obligated for the payment of some notes 
given by a neighboring firm in the grocery busi- 
ness, liquor selling, &c. Being obligated (or 
the payment of those notes, he was obliged to 
go into business with that house. As soon as 
Elder Himes found that he was selling liquor, 



Nichols endorsed it, but came back saying that 
he could not get the money on it ; and return- 
ed it to Mr. H. This note was the one Mr. Dick- 
inson saw, as he testifies on p. 54. On p. 99, 
Elder N., in his « plea," as evidence that " he 
has plenty of money on hand," says that he "can 
send his note into the market, to the amount of 
FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS"! A man 
being able to GIVE his note, manifests great 
evidence of the abundance of his means ! ! — 
May not a man, without being worth a cent, 
give his note to any amount ? To get others' 
notes, might be some such indication! But we 
forget that we are talking with scientific men. 
This is the note which in Elder N.'s first charges 
was said to be endorsed at the bank to aid in 
the liquor business ! That charge respecting 
this note seems here abandoned. 

Elder H. gave N. other accommodations, but 
not a penny, knowingly, while in the sale of 
liquor. He had become embarrassed, and Elder 
H. would have been wanting in regard for the 
favors he had received of his old friend, and the 
early friend of Father Miller, when friends were 
to be prized, if he had refused to assist him. — 
Mr. N. went to California, and is in a fair way 
to cancel all his obligations to all men. If what 
N. now owes Mr. H., belonged to the cause, and 
it had lost, it would have been the gainer by 
him, as Mr. H. has been — even if he should 
lose. Mr. H. never endorsed a note at the bank 
for him — never assisted him to carry on the 
liquor business — which he was in but a short 
time, and much less, " knowing the facts in the 
case." Mr. Wood cannot plead ignorance of 
these facts, as they had been explained to him. 
Yet he comes forward and thus testifies, when 
he had repeatedly said, "Nobody believes the 
charges preferred " by Elder N., of which this 
is one. Instead of helping people into such 
business, Mr. H. helps them out, and would be 
happy to help more out. 

On p. 54, Mr. Wood testifies, that Mrs. Bur- 
gin, one of the oldest and most respected ladies 
of the Chardon-street Church, told him that she 
had seen Mr. N. sell spirits, and that Elder 
Himes knew it. She volunteers the following 
contradiction : 

" I hereby certify, that I gave no such testi- 
mony as is imputed to me on p. 54 of Mr. 
Weethee's pamphlet. It is a wicked perver- 
sion of what 1 did say, made as I believe, for a 
most unrighteous purpose. 1 had no knowledge 
myself that Mr. N. ever sold liquor, and never 
told Mr. Wood that, or that Elder Himes had 
any knowledge of his business. 

Charity Burgin. 

Boston, Aug. 2d, 1850. 



is made by them a deception, because, say they, it speaks both 

well and ill of him. . , _ ... 

4. In the case of Mr. Bacheller, the conversation referred to w ith 
him, was harmoniously adjusted before the parties separated, as 
the witness confesses he knew. If he feels aggrieved, it is yet 
to be learned ; or that he sanctions the use made ot his name. 

» Charge 3d. That Elder J. V. Himes has treated certain offi- 
cers of Chardon Street Church and Society, (heretofore known 
bv that name) and private members and others ot like faith, in 
an improper manner, and highly derogatory to his Christian 
standing." 

The parties specified under this head are T. Marshall, J. P. 
Weethee, M. Wood, and P. Dickinson. . . 

1 T Marshall is represented as testifying that Elder H. visited 
his'father's house in Ireland in 1847 ; was treated by lua WW 
with great kindness, that witness came to America in 184a, met 
Eldrr"ll. in Brooklyn, N. Y., was invited by him to his house,— 
went there and staid one week in October, then was in Salem 
one week, found Elder H. so cold on his return, that be left his 
valise in the office, went out and found a boarding house, by the 
help of a police officer, at $3 per week ; while there, was ein- 



The value of M. Wood's testimony on this point, and others, 
is learned from the following : 

Sugar H-ll, Sept. 3d, 1850. 
Dear Brother Himes: — The "Pamphlet'' is received. We 
all receive a passing notice. I perceive Micajah Wood has fig- 
ured rather largely in testifying against you. At our first Con- 
ference in the spring, I inquired especially and severally of Mr. 
Wood and Mr. Hamblin, if any thing could be brought against 
you. Mr. Wood said " No, nothing ;" and Mr. Hamblin said, " It 
would all end in smoke." 1 perceive I was rendered unfit to 
judge of your course, because I had received special favors at 
your hands. I have received nothing special, save strict honesty 
and integrity in your dealings, and much kindness in my sick- 
ness. I think this aff air may not be lost upon any of us for good. 
I see nothing to justify their course in relation to the matter. — 
Yet we must bear the indignity without murmuring. Let us 
seek for greater humility and more devotedness to the cause ol 
our blessed Lord, who suffered for us, and endured great contra- 
diction of sinners against himself. I. H. Shipman. 

The second charge in the pamphlet is, " That he has treated 
various brethren in the ministry, in matters of public notoriety, 
(not between two private persons as such) in a manner unbecom- 
ing a Christian." 

The brethren named who have thus been ill-treated, in as ma- 
ny specifications, are J. S. White, J. P. Weethee, L. P. Judson, 
and M. Bacheller. 

In the case of the first, the following is given as the testimony 
of " Sister Weethe." She asked " Bro. Himes, Don't you think 



he exerted his influence to set him OUt of it;' — Bro. White is a good man?" Himes replied, ' No, I had as lief 
' , ... ° , •, • .„ -l see the devil with his cloven foot come in my office as to see 

He never loaned him a penny while in it, to aid 
in that business, and did not relinquish his ef- 
forts till the store was rid of it, and continued 
so during N.'s connection with it. Mr. Nichols 
afterwards sold out the store to another person, 
whose note he took for the same— himself going 
into business as a " Commission Merchant," at 
Nos. 9 and 10 Canal Block, Blackstone street. 
Such was the heading of his bills, which also 
contained the following, which we copy from 
one before us. " S. N. Nichols, dealer in Flour, 
Grain, Meal, Butter, Cheese, Pork, Lard, Beans, 
and Dried Apples." He never sold liquor in 
this store, to our knowledge. After his connection 
with the other ceased, his successor there put 
back the liquor. Mr. N. not having got his 
pay, wished his friends to assist him by getting 
goods there to be charged to his account— the 
only relation he sustained being that of creditor. 
Under these circumstances, Mr. Wood traded 
there. Afterwards, Nichols had to attach the 
store, and have its contents sold at auction, by 
which he received less than one third of what 
he sold the store for. He sold out his store in 
Canal Block, in 1848, to "Billman &Golding," 
who introduced Wines and Liquors. Mr. N. 
then went into the " Flour and Grain " business 
in Kneeland street, near the Worcester Depot 
— having no farther connection with either of 
the other stores. While in this place, he was 
introduced to Mr. Weethee as a flour merchant. 
While here, he represented to Mr. H. that if he 
could get $400, he could do a good transaction 
in the purchase of some grain, which was for 
sale on Long Wharf, and asked Mr. H. if he 



Not one cent has ever been lost by loans, except I would loan him his note. Elder H. did so ; 




him.' " 

iSow, Elder H. has no recollection of saying any thing of the 
kind. He is not in the habit of making such remarks. Brother 
Charles Churchili, of Lowell, testified in the office on the 5th 
inst., that in conversation with Mrs. VV., on that day, she had no 
recollection of having heard, or made that remark. 

The opinion which Elder H. has had of Mr. White for the last 
two or three years is, that he was a man of high moral integrity 
and great conscientiousness ; but that he had got his mind prej- 
udiced—a kind of kink in it, — which made him easily sympathise 
with whoever opposed the " Herald," and take sides with tliem 
against it. He now sympathises with the pamphlet ; and it is 
not at all strange, that, seeing he would have so much more con- 
fidence in Elder H.'s enemies than in him, without having the 
enormity of their course spread out before him, he should con- 
clude that Elder 11. is the villain charged ; but when lie shall see 
the full narration of it, it is expected that his love of truth and 
honorable dealing will produce a reverse in his feelings, and that 
he will be prompt to disconnect his name from the place it oc- 
cupies with theirs. Should he not do so, — should he, after seeing 
their works developed, still fellowship their course, then it will 
be confessed, that the higb-mindedness ascribed to him, was 
wrongly attributed— the result of not fully knowing him. 

2. In the ill treatment of J. P. Wethee, it is claimed that it 
consists — 1st, in pecuniary dealings ; and ad, in representing hiin 
as a wicked mail, in having circulated things designed to injure 
Elder H. To the last, Elder H pleads guilty. To the former, 
he says, " Let Elder W. present his bill for any just claims he 
may have, and he will find no delay in that which is just and 
honorable. In this connection, a sister testifies, that Elder H. 
said he had paid Elder W. $400, and $3 per day lorpuffing him; 
and Elder W. says, " tie (U) brought in a bill against theChurcli 
of $07 "— i. e. fur puffing. Well, that was the amount paid for 
advertising him, and for bills posted during his attempted effort 
last winter— some of the time at the rate ot $3 per day. Elder H. 
said he paid $400 for the support of the Society— as the bill he 
gave for the various items shows, of which the $27 for puffing 
was one; but that and the entire bill was gicen to the Society, 
without requiring of them a cent, as Mr. W., when he wrote the 
above, well knew. 

3. In the case of Judson, it is not known that any injustice has 
been done him. 

The assertion made, is a misunderstanding of what was 
said. Elder J. had sometimes been an abolition^ and sometimes 
a Temperance, lecturer, had been sometimes engaged in the 
sale of patents, and sometimes in other business. At the Homer 
meeting, he wished the brethren to receive him, promising to 
give his whole attention to lecturing on the Advent. After he 
had been six months in the field, and tried at the West, he was 
sent for East under the supposition, that in connection with ju- 
dicious men.'he would keep at his work and do good. Elder W., 
not knowing his flighiiness, thought him a fit person to engage in 
the work of removing Elder H. When W. found that J. had 
let out the secret to Bro. Osier, he complained to Elder H., that 
he had no right to send for such a man East. " He was better cal- 
culated tor the work I set him about, than for that you set him 
to perform," was the reply. This representation of the case, 



nloved by Elder H. three weeks, for which his board wag to be 
Mid -that it was not to only half the amount, then got employ- 
ment in Chelsea, which he left at the request of Eld. H., to Whose 
house and office he returned, making in all at the latter 14 weeks, 
and 6 at the former, receiving for which not more than $30, and 
while boarding there, frequently obliged to provide or his ne- 
cessary wants-no provision being made for them by thetamily, 
and that Elder H. had said that he, M., had cost him $50. 

ThusT Marshall is represented as testifying— there being no 
evidence that he authorised any such testimony. He is a young 
man from Ireland, at whose father's house Elder H. very pleas- 
antlv enjoyed hospitalities a single night, but did not see the son 
-he" not being at home. In the fall of 1847, at the Brooklyn 
tent meeting, young M. introduced himselt to Elder H., and told 
him he was in search of business. Elder H. promptly told him 
to make his house his home, according to his pleasure. He was 
there a week, and then went to Salem. On his return, he said 
that he hoped to get business soon, but did not wish to be an ex- 
pense to any one, had money to pay for his board, and preierred 
a boarding house, thanking Elder H. for his kindness and atten- 
tion. Failing to get business, and his means diminishing, Elder 
H. told him he might come into the office and make himself as 
useful as he could, the time he did not wish to devote in search 
of a place ; and that till he could get a place, he would give him 
a home supposing he would go to his house. Elder H. went out 
of town, and on his return, finding that M. had not gone to bis 
house as he expected, gave him $5 to assist him,— his services 
not bein" necessary in the office, and M. expressing his satisfac- 
tion. By the kindness of a friend, a place was found for him at 
Chelsea where, to accommodate the friend applying, he was of- 
feredhis board for what he could do in cutting leather for shoes 
by a pattern. He was thereabout ten days, when he came to 
the office and told Elder H. that he was unhappy there, com- 
plained of his fare, work, want of society, sympathy, &c. " Make 
my house your home till you can find business, and in the mean- 
time do'what you can to make yourself useful in the office," said 
Elder H. He came back to his house, received bis board and 
some $30 in money, in all about $50. He then wished to make 
some more definite arrangements, but failing in this, there being 
no necessity for his services in the office, he was disappointed, 
and conceived the idea that he was regarded as burdensome, and 
abruptly left— saying to Elder H. at the time he left, that he was 
under great obligation to him for his kindness, and should ever 
feel that he had been a father to him. If he lacked food while 
at his house, it is not the experience of others stopping there ; 
and if he purchased meals elsewhere, it was because he chose 
to absent himself from the regular meals, or neglected to make 
known his wants, when not in at regular hours. 

This young man is evidently an honest and conscientious 
man, but may be easily worked on and prejudiced by the design- 
ing and is very sensitive to any supposed reflection on himself, or 
apparent neglect. When he left the office, he went into the em- 
ploy of M. Wood, and there fell in with J. P. Weethee and G. 
Needham, who perverted him to their purposes, and made a tool 
of him. 

Boston, July 30tk, 1850. 
" This will certify, that within a week utter he left the office, 
T. Marshall came to me, to prevent, as he said, my getting a 
wrong impression respecting his leaving. He said he was not 
dissatisfied with Mr. Himes, that he had always been treated 
by him well, but that he thought Mr. H. spoke to him abruptly, 
and as if he was a burden to him, and be could not stay where 
he was burdensome ; but he wanted I should understand, that 
he had nothing against Mr. H. 

Some days after this, he stated in the office that Messrs. Need- 
ham and Judson had been to him to find out about affairs in the 
office but that he soon found that they wished to make a tool of 
him, and they got nothing. 

Still later, he said that he learned he had been called a liar at 
the office, and that we said he wanted a youngman from Ireland 
to be dismissed, to make way for him. He was told that these 
who told such tales, told what was not true, and were trying to 
make a tool of him for their own purposes ; that he would find 
such persons no friends, and should not allow himself to be de- 
ceived by tbeni. 

Before the council, which took into consideration Needham's 
charges— the second charge being, " with treating Bro. Marshall 
in a manner unbecoming a Christian," (p. 28,) M. said that that 
charge was made without his authority or consent, that he bad 
no complaint of the kind to make, that there was nothing be- 
tween him and Mr. H. that they could not settle in five minutes, 
that all there was between them was that he was disappointed, 
and that the statement of the case made before the council by 
Mr. H., which was the same as the foregoing, was correct.— 
This last those present will recollect." 

Sylvester Bliss. 

We hereby certifv, thai during the time T. Marshall was occupied 
in the Heratd office, the duties ol ihe office could have been per- 
formed without Ins assistance, as they had been before, and have 
been since, by the other persons employed, w ithout Ins aid. 

Sylvester Bliss, Michael Flood. 

Letter from Mb. M. Flood. 
This will certify, that T. Marshall told me— bis words, as near as 1 
cm remember, were— ihat certain persons bad been to see him, and 
in an under-handed and cunning maimer, w ished him to make some 
statements regaining certain things— uhe " certain things" 1 uniier- 
stood to mean Uie financial attain of the olnce, but he afterwards 
denied the application)— but he, rnisu listing their ui-Mgu, letusid lo 
make them any the wiser. I understand that he told ihe same after- 
wards to Mr- himes. He also told me, that Uiose persons who 
charged Mr Himes with treating him in Bh unchristian manner, Old 
so on their own responsibility,— that it was not done with his con- 
sent ; on the contrary, he bud always regarded Mr. 11. as his best 
friend in lact, his only friend, unu iheielbre could not honestly 
make such a ouarge. Michael Flood. 

It «ives me great pleasure to be able to state, that having been 
employed by Mr. Himes, lor nearly five years, as clerk in his Olnce, 
ai d having had during thai period ample means of putting a fair 
estimate on his character, 1 can say, that a more honest or honora- 
ble man 't would be diliiciih to find. He conducted his business 
duriii" my stay with him, with the utmost propriety, evincing at all 
times'a strict regaid tor truth and justice, and a sincerity ol pur- 
nose hi"hlv creditable to himself, his treatment ol those in Ins em - 
nloyment 'was gei.ilemunly indeed ; never have 1 known bin. on 
any occasion to Use a harsh or angry word to uny ot them. 1 have 
every reason to believe he has their enine confidence and esteem 
1 regard Mr. himes as a good man, and an e ■ 



Item employer. 
Michael Flood. 
Boston, Sipt. litli, 1850. 

Mr. Flood was a clerk to this office till within a few weeks. 

2. J. P. Weethee— see 2d charge. 

3. Hi Wood. If he has been treated improperly, it has been in 
showing favors to him when he was unworthy of them. The 
charge is, that Elder H. represented him as being at the bottom of 
this whole business. Well, guilty is the plea to this. 

4. P, Dickinson. The conversation respecting him has been 
perverted. The difficulty with him is, that after he sold the Tab- 
ernacle and had paid to those who subscribed certain sums, he 
told them there was more due, which would be paid when all 
its affairs were settled. Afterwards he claimed that he had over- 
paid, but parties have never been able to get a settlement, or to 
get an opportunity to examine the accoHnts of the same. He re- 
fuses to settle with the committee to this day. Wood and Hamblin 
signed letters to him, with Elder H., protesting against this, and 
pleading for a settlement, to which no answers have been given 
Copies of those letters are now in the Herald Office. 

" 4th Charge. That in his course, as pursued relating to 
Church organization in general, and especially as exhibited in 
the Second Advent cause, in Boston lrom its commencement, lie 
has ev inced a want of a consistent, unbending, Christian prin- 
ciple, and a strict moral integrity."— p. W). 

This is also the fourth charge in Needham's first " batch " of 
charges. This charge is based almost entirely on the testimony 
of M, Wood, who was offended, because a creed that he assisted 
in getting up, was discountenanced by Mr. H., and at his sugges- 
tion sef aside ; while afterwards H. lavored a judicious organi 
zation. This is one of the charges, which, when presented in 
May, Wood said nobody believed. If he did not believe it then 
he can have no great faith in it now. 

" 5th Charge. That in secular dealings, J.V. Himes has been 
wanting in that scrupulous integrity, and deep moral principle, 
so necessary to every Christian, and especially to a minister, and 
still more to one looking for the return of Jesus."— p. 62. 

" 1st Specification. That, in his legal relationship to the paper 
called the 'Signs of the Times,' and afterwards, ' The Advent 
Herald,' Mr. Himes has shown a want of openness and unbend- 
ing Christian principle."— it. 
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Hie subscriptions, or assurances of friends to supply money, lie 
does not know anything about ; but when Sheldon felled, be bad to 



the 6th charge, and will be there noticed. 

2. This is called the "case of J. Buffum. This is an old of- 
fence dating in " 1835 or 1830," before Mr. H.was an Adventist. 
It consists of a letter of J. Buffum, who represents that he was 
induced by Mr. Ilimes to sign a note of $800, to secure a title to 
a farm for a school in Beverly ; that Mr. Mimes and P. R. Rus- 
sell endorsed it. That he had his property attached to pay the 
note, commenced suits against H. and R., received some $30 or 
$40 and released them; that since, they have been able to pay, 
and' have not. This certificate of Buffum they had him swear 
to before a justice of the peace. 

The only bearing that this case has on the history of the " Se- 
cret Workings," is its illustration of their determination to crush, 
and to leave no stone unturned, to accomplish that object- 
Else, why did they go back 13 years ? 

The history of the case will be found in the following letters. 
It is only necessary here to state, that Elder H. never received a 
dollar of the money for which the note was given. J. Buffum 
was the only one who could expect to be pecuniarily benefitted 
by the success of the institution. When the note was given, Mr. 
Am is Sheldon, who owned the farm on which the institution 
was, gave Mr. II. the following certificate: 

" This is to certify, that I have this day given my name as en- 
dorser to a certain note of hand, given this day, and made pay- 
able to myself for eight hundred dollars in six months from date. 
Said note is understood to have been endorsed for the conve- 
ience of Col. Amos Shelden ; and J. V. Himes is in no way per- 
sonally accountable for the same. [Signed] 

« Boston, Sept. 5, 1837. Amos Sheleen. 

The above certificate left Mr. H. legally,bat not morally bound 
for the note. Mr. Shelden failed, so that the endorsers, who 
had received no benefit from the note, became personally hold- 
en for it. Mr. Buffum sued Mr. Himes, and attached his fur- 
niture, library, and then settled with him in full, giving the 
following certificate : 

Lynn, Oct. 22, 1841. 

" Received of Joshua V. Himes twenty dollars in full of all 
demands, and more especially, for a certain judgment and execu- 
tion which I now hold against him." 

£23. [Signed] Jonathan Buffum. 

This cleared Elder Himes legally. This is the case referred 
to in one of the letters of Bro. Warner, in the following state- 
ment : 

« He also stated, that a reputable person stated to him (Wee- 
thee) that Himes had cheated him out of $2090. Weethee added 
that he did not know whether the person's statement was true 
or not." (See letters.) 

Who made the enlargement from $800 to $2000 ? It is a sam- 
ple of the enlargement of most of the statements in the pam- 
phlet. This was told to prejudice the mind of Bro. and Sister 
VVariier : and with other things produced that effect. In conse- 
quence of this, Elder H. made an explanation of the whole case 
before the Church, in the presence of Weethee, yet W. has gone 
ri»ht on as though no explanation had been made. Elder Need- 
ham in his plea, (p. 104) denies of this, that anything " had been 
said about it, by those who he says were hunting up," &c— a fair 
specimen of all his statements. 

The following letters will show that Buffum was as much, if 
not more, interested in the success of the institution than any 

one : _ „ „ _ 

Letter from Elder P. R. Russell. 

Manchester, (Mass.) Sept. %th, 1S50. 

To Rev D. I. Robinson.-Hear Sift:- Yours of yesterday is re- 
ceived You say you have seen uiy name in a letter from Jonathan 
Buffuii of Lwui, to Dr. George Pierce, in connection with thai ol 
« ev | V HffF.es, and request me to give you " an account of the- 
orem and'hiswry ol a Manual Labor School in Beverly, so Emus 
Messrs Himes, Buffum. Sheldon, and myself were concerned," and 
yttu propose «ix questions for me to answer. I will take up the 
questions in order. 

1. " Was Jonathan Buffum interested in his feelings and efforts to 
start and sustain this School as much as yourself and Mr. Himei ?" 

Yes, I think so. Mr. Buffum was at that time 11833) a member of 
my coii«regutiou, In l.vnn, and professed the deepest interest in the 
prosperity of the Christian Connexion. Mr. Himes often visited us, 
and together with Mr. B., we often conversed on the great wants of 
adetiomiimtioiml institution of learning. Mr. B. suggested that l.ynn 
was a favorable location, and that the making cl shoes might be in- 
troduced as a promising manual labor department. Several locali- 
ties were spoken of by him, and visited. Learning that the Cherry 
Hill Farm was lor sale, or to let, it was Mr. B.— if I am not mistaken, 
—who first recommended an experiment ill that place. A subscrip- 
tion was opened, Mr. B. putting down tglOO, and a convention ol the 
friends of education in the denomination was called, a hoard ol trus- 
tees was chosen, the farm leased, the house furnished, a teacher pro- 
cured, and the School put in operation. Messrs. Himes, Bullum, 
Amos Sheldon, kownerofthe farm,) and myself, were among the 
trustees No man, as fUr as words and acts could be regarded as an 
expression of feeling, was more cordial, confiding, and interested 
than Mr. Buffum. He proposed to furnish the students with shoes to 
make, and under his advice, a large shoe-shop was finished off, and 
equipped with " kits" and benches, and a foreman was employed. 
Tilings went on swiiuiningly for a while. The School was full, a 
new school-house was erected; and many improvements were made 
upon the premises. Feeling that things were "going too far and 
too fist," I resigned my office as a trustee, and tlev.l.F. Alexander 
was chosen in my place. 

a. "Did he (Mr. Buffum encourage or propose improvements 
and expenditures which involved the School in debt ?" Yes, I think 
so. 1 never knew him to object to any plan or project on account of 

*sf"Had you any subscriptions or promises of help from friend 
to encourage going on with the school, and were not afterward! 
paid '" ' About the end of the first year, if I remember correctly, ii 
was thought host by the trustees to purchase the farm. 1 he depen- 
dence for friends was wholly ii[ion subscription. Mr. Himes and my- 
self visited New Bedford, Fair Haven, Fall River, Providence, and 
other places, and raised a considerable stun on subscription, to lie paid 
in by inst ilments. Sometime during the second year, a convention 
of the friends of ilie School was held in New Bedford, and some §100 
was subscribed. Air. Buffum was present, and witnessed the tokens 
of interest, and appeared to be much encouraged. Subsequently, 
Wm H Stowell, ol New Bedlord, promised to pay SsjOU, and other 
gentlemen in thai city gave encouragement of doing something 
haa home for the School. But a small amount of the subscription 
was paid down, and when the " hard times " came on, the School 
failed, and the subscribers refused to pay their subscriptions, 

4 " Had Mr. Buffum connection with the shoe business which 
gave a prospect of realizing a profit from ihe success of the School ?" 
° xiie shoe business was introduced into the institution at his sug 
geition, for the purpose of aiding indigent young men. He furuishei 
the shoes, and paid for making a certain price what the price was, 
ldot not remember. I have no means of knowing whether lie made 
a profit out of the work ol students, or not. 

" Did the great failures ol 1m7 through the laud affect the school 
disastrously?" Yes, it was about that time things all began logo 
wrong Mr Sheldon, the owner of the farm, and om of the active 
trustees, failed. The property, with all Ihe improvements, fell into 
the hands of his creditors-" money was hard up "-the banks would 
nnt discount and stopped specie payment- the shoe business went 
suddenly down-Mr. B refused to liirnisb the students any more 
work, and the most of the students, for the want of means, left lor 
home, many of them in debt to the institution, which has never been 
paid Various suggestions were made to keep the breath of life in the 
"creature;" but it was all ill vain. Neither money nor students 
cenl.l he had, and the school expired. 

t>. " In the note, or nates, which you and Mr. Himes endorsed, 
was it expected of you, or did you expect to pay, or were Messrs. 
Sheldon and Hnfi'um, the signers, and you.theendorsers, to make the 
notes satisfactory, endorsers being required as a mailer of form ?" 

Mr. Buffum affirms that the note of SsOU was made for the purpose 
of makhi" the first payment on the farm,* and thatjhe and Mr. Shel- 
don were tile promisors, and Ilimes and I endorsed it. My impres- 
sion is that inv name was not attached to the $tjU0 note, but to a 
small one But be this as it may, 1 was not one of the trustees at the 
time, and the institution had no claim upon melurthei than my own 
subscription. Messrs. Sheldon and Buffum were, regarded as re- 
sponsible business men, and Mr. Himes and I were known to have 
nothing 1 was requested to lend my name to the parties as a mat- 
ter of form, and was assured that no responsibility would attach to 
me. Wnat passed between Mr. Ilimes and the other parlies 1 do 
not remember. Before the note came to maturity, Mr. sneWOU 
liiiled, the School went down, the subscriptions could not be collect- 
ed, and Mr. ii. was held responsible. Before I was called upon to 
answer 10 my name, Mr. Buffum also failed. He then sued me, and 
attached my library. 1 went to the Hon. Isaiah Breed, Ins assignee,, 
told him the circumstances, l hat I had but about $lu, which 1 would 
pay if I could lie discharged. He blamed Mr. B. — said he had 
done wrong -accepted my proposal, the money was paid, and 1 was 
discharged. How the matter was finally settled with Mr. Himes, 1 
have no positive, personal knowledge. Yours respectfully, 

P. R. Russell. 
* No purchase, was made. The note had no rejerence to a pur- 
chase, but simply of accomodation. See Sheldon's certificate given 
at the time. 

Certificate of Mr. P. H. Alley. 
I hereby certify and *ay,- that I was overseer in the shoe shop at 
the Manual Labor School at Cherry Hill, Mass. , in l«35 and t>, and 
that Mr. Jonathan Buffum employed me, and paid me, and I got 
tile shoes of him to make, and returned them to him, he furnishing 
the horse and carriage ; that he was often there, and appeared to be 
interested as much as any one in the whole affair, and more active 
than any other. Peter H. Alley. 

Certificate of Mr. James Wheeler. 

To whom it may concern : This is to certify, that in the year IS36, 
I wasemployed by Mr. Jonathan Unburn, of Lynn, Mass., tp take 
charge of the shoe-shop connected with the Manual Labor School 
in Beverly, Mass. (on Cherry Hill, so called), of which he was one 
of the trustees. 1 took stock from and returned shoes to Buffum's 
shoe manufactory in Lynn. Mr. Butluin frequently visited the in- 
stitution, and appeared to manifest as much interest in the institu- 
tion as any one connected with it. James Wheeler. 

Lynn, Sept. 6th, 1850. 

Certificate of D. I. Robinson and B. P. Ravel-. 



pav the $8011* 5 That he sued Himes, attached his library, and got 
wliat he could-say $20 ; that afterward, at the solicitation of a 
friend, Himes paid $20, and he gave Mm a receipt in full. 

D. I. Robinson, Benj. P. Ravel. 
* Mr. B. failed about this time. What per cent, he paid, we are 
not advised. 

" 3d Specification. That J. V. Himes did loan money to one 
Nichols, a liquor dealer, to assist him in his wicked business, he 
knowing the fact." — p. 64. 

This was presented under Charge 1, being also the 5th of mad- 
ame rumor's first batch,— which is based only on Wood's testi- 
mony, and is one of those which he affirmed " nobody believed," 
and which Hauiblin said was all smoke— i. e., they had got it up 
for effect. See Shopman's letter, Osier's testimony, &c. 

Having oeen already noticed, it is only necessary to say, that 
in the form they have given it here, it is a gross libel. It is false in 
form and false in fact; false in the letter, and false in its intent. 
It is 'false that he loaned to a liquor dealer,— false that he did so 
to assist him in his wicked business, and false that he was know- 
ing to the fact. It is also false that Nichols was a liquor dealer, 
in the common acceptation of the term— that being not his regu- 
lar business, and he being only incidentally drawn into it by the 
mutations of trade. Elder H. got him out of it, by good counsel 
and Christian advice, and without money. 

" 4th Specification. A fraudelent transaction in regard to a coal 
bill, brought against the Church by Elder Himes."— p. 64. 

This being a charge of fraud, is also a high-handed libel, pun- 
ishable like theft and robbery at the common law— the perpetra- 
tors of libels being, by the laws of the state of Massachusetts, 
classed with other criminals. 

It is claimed that on Fast Day last, Elder H. brought in a bill 
against the Society for coal, amounting to $125— there being 
another behind of '$40,— that it came out that the coal was not 
ordered by the society, but by Elder Himes, that he had kept all 
three office fires from the bin of coal for the society— where- 
as from $30 to $50 would have been sufficient to supply the soci- 
ety with fuel and light for a year! 

This may be the blackest falsehood in the book, but is by no 
means the largest-all being equally huge, and alike exaggerated. 
It would seem from the pamphlet, that Elder H. had been sup- 
plied by the society for coal for his office, instead of his supply- 
ing them ! This is based entirely on the testimony of J. W. 
Young, who arose with others in the May Conference and affirm- 
ed, that he knew of nothing against the character of J. V. Himes. 
That " full assembly," (p. 27) will recollect the fact. That is 
sufficient for him. . 

Now for the facts. The society, instead of furnishing them- 
selves with coal, had used the coal belonging to the office. It 
being no more than right that the society should be charged for 
the coal they burnt, the sum of $8 50, and that only, was reckoned 
in the account of Elder H. with them. He had paid for repairing 
the stoves for the society $4 50. This with the coal makes $13. 
And these two were included in one entry in the following bill, 
which is the only bill presented on that occasion. This bill con- 
tains all the charges for coal which was then or ever presented ; 

nd the entire bill was not presented for payment, but as a gift to 
the society. Yet a rift of coal, for $8,50, added to repairs on 
stoves, making $13,°is exaggerated to $125, and made a charge 
against him of fraud ! ! Was ever anything more unjust . 

Certificate of Mr. John Emerson. 

I hereby certify, that the following bill of items was presented by 
Elder J. V. Himes on Fast Day, April 11th, 1650, to the Chardon-st. 
Society, and is the only bill he then presented. The following is a 
true copy : , _ lr . 

The Advent Society to J. V. Himes 

Balance of Rent of Chardon-st. Chapel, to April 1, 1850. 

Fixing Stoves [$4 50] and Fuel for lbJi) [$S oUJ 

Cash paid Ministers [A. H. and L. P. J.J. 

For supplying Pulpit [J. D. and J. W. B.J 

Bills for Advertising • 



From Moses A. Dow, Esq.. 

Publisher of the " Wavcrley Magazine," and formerly the busi- 
ness man of the late firm of Dow & Jackson, the printers of the 
" Herald " for five years or more : 

" In regard to Mr. Himes' integrity in business matters, the 
charges against him are entirely at variance from anything 
that I have ever discovered in his character. I presume he has 
paid Dow & Jackson nearly $25,000 ; and in all that intercourse 
of about five years, we never knew him to evade or equivocate 
in any matter with which we had to do. His word was ever 
considered by us as a sufficient guarantee for the fulfilment of 



any promise. 



Moses A. Dow.' : 



From Messrs. Grvnt, Daniels & Co. 



This firm have furnished the greater part of the paper used in 
this office. The senior partner, Deacon Grant, is extensively 
known as a distinguished friend of the Temperance movement : 

Rev. J. V. Himes :— We have no hesitation in saying, that in 
all your dealings with us, during the last ten years, we have 
found you prompt in the fulfilment of all your pecuniary obliga- 
tions to us, and in no respect « wanting in that scrupulous in- 
tegrity and deep moral principle so necessary to a Christian," as 
charged in Mr. Weethee's pamphlet. We have had no customer 
more honorable in all pecuniary transactions with us. 

Grant, Daniells & Co, 

Boston, Sept. 4, 1850. 9 anu 10 Union street. 

From W. A. Hall, Esq. 

The paper, with a short interval, has been printed at tho es- 
tablishment of Mr. Halt, since Dow &. Jackson ceased to be its 
printers : 

This is to certify, that I have been acquainted with Mr. J. V. 
Himes for many years, and have transacted business with him 
for the last three years, and that in all my dealings with him, I 
have found him scrupulously honest, and prompt in all his busi- 
ness transactions. And so far as I know, he has this character 
from all men of business who have any real knowledge of him, 
in our city. Wm. A. Hall, 

Boston, Sept. 9, 1850. 22 School street. 

From Wm. H. Hill, Esq. 

The binding of the Advent works were done at the extensive 
establishment of Mr. Hill, during all the principal sale of the 
books, and till he retired from that department of business : 

Boston, Sept. 11, 1850. 
Rev. J. V. Himes— Dear Sir:— I see that a pamphlet entitled a 
" Trial of J. V. Hiines," has just been issued in this city. On 
what relates to your character as a business man, I have a word 
to say. Having had considerable business transactions with 
you, I have always found you uniformly faithful in the execu 
ion of all obligations. And farther, being somewhat, acquainted 
with your financ ial affairs, and your objects as to trade, I am free 
say, that the charges preferred against you of speculation, are 
garded as unjust and cruel, by those in this city who are ac- 
quainted with you in the transaction of business. 

Respectfully yours, Wm. H. Hill. 

6th Charge.— "That Elder J. V. Himes has been wanting in 
that scrupulous regard lor truth, which should distinguish every 
Christian."— p. 6.'. 

Under this charge are presented eighteen specifications. " 1st 
pecification. — That he has represented a man as a Christian, 
hom he had evidence enough to know, was an intemperate 
'—lb. 



Credit by collection. 
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Balance due 40a 79 

[NoTE-Other items, paid for the Society's benefit, and which are 
not included in Ihe above bill, amount to between $40 and $j0. J 

After Elder Himes presented the above items, some very strange 
questions were propounded, which are belter understood now than 
they were at that time. Elder Himes had to leave, the meeting be- 
fore it closed, to fulfil an appointment. They were discussed by 
Bro. Hopkinson and others, and in a subsequent meeting fcMet 
Himes fully explained, and all appeared to be satisfied . But it should 
be further stated, that alter Eld. Himes had presented the bill given 
above, he stated that he should make a donation to the Society of 
the 8*05 79 ; and as Elder Weethee was pleased to say, that he 
should hold Elder H. responsible for his salary also, which then 
amounted to about $100, BUterH. thought the Society ought to raise 
that sum themselves and pay Mr. Weethee; but said that ii they did 
hoi chose to do so, he would pay that also. 1 hese are the tacts in 
the case, to which I am prepared to give my oath, if required. 
Boston, Sept. led, 1650. John Emerson, Ireas. Char-si. fe. 

This is the last specification under the head of dishonesty in 
secular dealings. The business men of Boston, who have been 
the stereotvpe printers, book-binders, paper makers, &c, with 
whom Elder H. has done business from the first, wish to give an 
expression of their opinion in the case. 

The following is from the proprietors of the New England 
Type and Stereotype Foundery, one of the oldest and most ex- 
tensive establishments of the kind in the country, where all the 
stereotyping for the office has been performed : 

Letter from Messrs. Hobart and Robbins. 

Boston, Sept. 3d, 1850. 
Rev. J. V. Himes— Dear Sir:— A pamphlet, purporting to give 
an account of a " trial " of yourself, having come under our no- 
tice, and in it, finding that one of the preferred charges, by which 
you were condemned by those who " sat in council " and pro- 
nounced judgment against you, is in these words : " Wanting in 
th 



Mr. Buffum stated to us, that Sheldon and he were the joint signers 
of the note, and that Himes and Russell were endorsers; that he 
knew they were not worth anything, and did not then expect them 
to pay ; but four names were required to give the note credit, 
a. That he and they were all interested to get up the school, 
a nd have it go ; that he had two sons there, and that he carried 



at scrupulous integrity, and deep moral principle, so necessary 
„„ every Christian, and especially to a Minister,"— we feel 
prompted to offer, and justified in giving you the following testi- 
monial, which we feel qualified to do, through the medium ot a 
long and pleasant acquaintance. 

We were connected with the New England Type and 
Stereotype Foundery, while it was under the management 
of our predecessor. Your stereotype plates and printing types 
have been manufactured at this establishment, and you have 
been the purchaser and the pay-master, to the amount of several 
thousand dollars ; commencing, we believe, with your connec- 
tion with the publication, in 1840, of the " Views of the late Win. 
Miller." In these extended business operations, we have known 
only you as the proprietor of the papers and publications for 
which the work has been done ; and we are happy to add, that 
among our numerous customers in the New England States and 
elsewhere, or even incur social relations, we have found no one 
more honorable in all transactions with us, none more prompt in 
payment, or punctual in the fulfilment of all obligations, verbal 
or written, than you have been. 

We, by no means, intend this as flattery, but we feel morally 
bound to voluntarily say to you, and, if you deem it advisable or 
necessary, to your other friends and the public, that our prede- 
cessor (who is now absent,) and ourselves have, during our en- 
tire acquaintance, placed unlimited confidence in, and entertain- 
ed the utmost respect for you and your actions, and that from tho 
time you commenced business relations at the Foundery, to the 
present day, your name has stood among the first, having refer- 
ence to the above particulars— consequently, you may well be- 
lieve fhat we were greatly surprised to see such a charge made 
against you. The effect it produced on our minds, was, that 
as you have always' (toe believe) successfully met all charges 
made upon and against you, that your assailants would not en- 
dure the shock, but be themselves the ones to fall to the ground, 
at the foot of the rock of probity, 

On taking up the pen to write our attestation of our belief of 
your having, at all times, " done by us, as you would that others 
should do by you," we did not intend to assail your calumnia- 
tors. But we must say that our surprise, at their course was es- 
sentially diminished, when we saw among the names of the (we 
suppose) self constituted committee before whom you had your 
" trial," the name of one, who, a little more than a year since, 
brought to us some wood and stereotyped cuts, from which, he 
desired us to " cast " or make others ; the price for doing all of 
wiiich vvas $26 62, and for which he agreed to pay us cash, when 
completed. When done, he came in and desired three months 

cre( jit wo asked for reference, as he was a stranger to us. He 

mentioned yourself and Mr. Sylvester Bliss. On applying to you 
and Mr. B. you both thought him an honest man, and that he 
would pay 'as he could procure tho means, which you supposed 
were limited ; but, before the plates were delivered, we received 
positive information that the wood cuts and plates were not his : 
that they had been surreptitiously obtained. We were strictly 
forbidden by the real owner in person, and by the owner's at- 
torney, or friend, to deliver them to.any one ; and the plates 
are to this day upon our counter, unpaid for. If he is a lair sam- 
ple of the residue of the committee, you need not fear that your 
reputation will suffer among honest men, by any overtor other 
acts of theirs. We are very respectfully yours 

Hobakt & Robbins 



The person referred to is J. S. Josselyn, of Roxbury,of whom 
there is as yet no evidence that he is not most grossly libelled. If 
this specification is true of Elder H., it is more true of those 
iking it ; for his name was entered in the hand-writing of J 
Weethee, on the list of members of the church, a year since 
d on the church records, kept by M. Wood, the principal 
witness in the case, is the following entry 

Bro. M. Wood was chosen deacon, in place of Bro. Kelsey, 
now absent ; [had not resigned, and returned in a few months 
d took his place] and Bro. Paul Mills, in place of Bro. Josse 
n, mho declined acceptance." — Records, Dec. 11, 1849. After 
they made this charge, they craned his name from tbe record 
thout vote, or any action of the church, 
He was thus recognized as a brother and a deacon by M 
Wood, the clerk, as late as last Dec, when the same M. Wood 
testifies he had known him for several years as intemperate 
his specification was the 7th charge of the former " batch 
and which Wood affirmed nobody believed, and Hamblin said 
were all smoke. No wonder that when Wood says he told 
Elder H., he was not believed. 

Mrs. .Martha Gray being referred to as a witness in this case, 
volunteers the following certificate 

Boston, Sept, 9th, 1850. 
This certifies, that what purports to beniy testimony in the case 
of Mr. Josselyn, on p. ti.i of the pamphlet, is a gross misrepresenta- 
tion of what I did say. I never said, and never saw him in any way 
intoxicated, or ill the act of using spirits of any kind. From tbe fact 
ihat he haJ spirits in the house, and was sometimes peevish ; 1 in- 
fer that he was in the habit of daily using it, but do not know by see 
ng that he did use it. I never heard Mr. Josselyn prav in his family, 
or did 1 ever hear M. Wood. Mr. Wood told me above a year ago, 
that he had seen Josselyn intoxicated, and hi the gutter, and that he 
had told liro. Himes, who replied that he did not believe a word of 

Martha R. GIiay. 

" 2tZ Specification. That he has represented himself as paying 
md subscribing money for the Chardon-street Church, which he 
never paid." — p, 

This is attended to under the 4th section of the 5th Charge; 
ind under " Mistakes in Mathematics.' 

3d Specification. Deception about his real relationship as pro- 
prietor to the " Herald," the various Advent publications, and 
his other propery."— p. 67. 

1. It is claimed that he has represented himself as " a general 
jent of the Advent body, and said body as the owners of the 
publications and property connected with the Second Advent 



cannot withhold my testimony for the efficiency and integrity of m y 
Bro. Himes. He has stood bv me at fll times, periled his reputa- 
tion, and bv the position in which he his been placed, has been 
more insinimental in the spread of these views than any other ten 
men whohave embarked in the cause. His course, both in laboring 
as a lecturer, and in the manner that he has m waged his publications, 
meets niv full approval.— Apology and Defence, p. 81. 

Mr. Litch, who has been in the Advent cause from the first 
says of J. V. Himes : "On the 20th of March, 1840, without 
money, patrons, or scarcely friends, he issued the first number of 
the 1 Signs of the Times.' The paper was sustained for the first 
year at a considerable expense to the editor, besides his own un- 
requited toil. The paper thus started was published for two 
years as a semi-monthly, and since then as a weekly periodical." 
(Shield, p. 59.) 

Thus commenced by Mr. H., after the issue of the first num- 
ber, Messrs. Dow & Jackson, not knowing the arrangement for 
its continuance which had been made between Mr. Miller and 
Mr. Himes, voluntarily offered to publish the paper for what might 
be received from subscribers in support of it, if Mr. Himes would 
furnish the copy. He consented to give the right to publish on 
those conditions ; and they gave notice in the second number that 
it would bo issued by them lor one year— Mr. Himes performing 
the editorial labor— paying editorial help in his absence— travel- 
ing in the neighborhood, and getting subscribers, and establish- 
ing agents, &c, at his own expense. 

There was only a verbal understanding, in matters of busi- 
ness, between him and Dow & Jackson, and he supposed that 
at the end of the year if, would revert to him. Tiiey however 
had a different impression, and thought they ought to receive a 
consideration. Mr. H. protested against this as not in accordance 
with his understanding of it; but to avoid any cause of coin- 
plaint, paid it, and received in return all the right which he, as 
original publisher,had transferred to them. Since the last transfer 
the writers in the pamphlet admit that Mr. H. has been the sole 
and legal owner. As they admit this, it is hoped that there wilj 
be no more misrepresentations on that point. 

To show that Mr. Himes was not the original publisher, they 
go to Mr. Dow, and get a letter which shows the facts in accord- 
ance with the fore-going statement. This letter, like everything 
else they meddle with, they misconstrue, and wrest the meaning 
of Mr. Dow. He, in defence, indignantly repudiates their mis- 
construction, and presents the following rebuke: 

Letter from M. A. Dow, Esq. 

To the Rev. Mr. Himes :— In a pamphlet published by Mr. 
Weethee, a letter over my signature, gives what I understood to 
be the facts in the case. I perceive, however, that the inferences 
he has drawn from it and his perversion of the object for which 
I gave it, have ft tendency to do you injustice. 

To you alone is due the credit of first publishing the paper 
called the "Signs of the Times," which my note to Weethee 
allows. In the year 1840, about the commencement of Mr. Mil- 
ler's course of lectures in the Marlboro Chapel, you called at our 
office to get printed a sheet in a quarto form, which you called 
" The Signs of the Times." When you came in to settle with us 
for the printing, we did not know of the arrangement which you 
had made with Mr. Miller to publish a paper regularly (which I 
have just learned from a work by Mr. Miller, entitled, " Apolo- 
gy and Defence,") and before you said anything about priming 
another number, we proposed to take the responsibility of pub- 
lishing once in two weeks, to which you consented. We accord- 
ingly reprinted the firstnumber with the following notice : 

" In accordance with the wish ot the numerous friends of Mr. 
Miller and the cause he advocates, we have concluded to issue 
the " Signs of the Times " semi-monthly for one year," &c. 

You edited tho paper, furnished the copy for it without any 
expense to us, and at an expense to yourself, besides your tune 
and services. You got us the subscribers— beginning with a Mr. 
Sliackford, who advanced a silver dollar for it at tho Chardon 
street Chapel. You, in connection with Mr. Miller, created the 
demand fur it, and you were in all respects its originator.. With- 
out you we could have done nothing, and should have had no 
connection with it— having no faith ourselves in its doctrines. 



Office in Boston," while " Je has been, since Feb. 25th, 1841, 
the legal owner and publisher." The wonderful intellects en- 
aged in the compilation of the pamphlet, cannot make it clear 
to their minds how the same person can sustain the two-fold re- 
lation of owner and agent at the same time — how lie can be the 
owner of certain property, and at the same time use his own and 
the donations of others to advance a common cause. 

Therefore the references to himself as an agent, and those as 
owner, are regarded by these wise ones as contradictory. And 
so, for their great interest in the cause, they must regulate the 
effects. The development shows that not the cause, but the 
effects, were what they are the most interested in. 

They attempt to show that Dow & Jackson were the original 
publishers of the " Signs of the Times," and that after they had 
owned the paper one year, then Elder H. purchased it of them, 
and has ever since been the legal owner, but has got money of 
Advcntists, by representing himself as the agent of the Advent 
body. 

First, there is no Advent body to be agent of. Even Elder W. 
admits that " our conferences have not been delegated bodies, 
hut volunteer associations, made up of all Advent believers, male 
or female, who had leisure and means to come. These confer- 
ences have been promiscuous assemblies only." — p. 27. Thus, 
iccording to his own confession, there has been no Advent body 
to be agent of. Any one who wished to act, could. One year, 
hose who had never before been identified, would be found act- 
ng ; and the next year, others, while the first would have ceased 
to act. Conferences have been advisatory, not legislative or au- 
thoritative. They have not been bodies corporative, ot perma- 
nent organizations, as were tho several benevolent societies. 
There being no body to be agent of, Elder H. can only have been 

gent for the cause, and of such persons as chose to intrust him 
to act for them to the extent of the means intrusted. Under 

uch circumstances, intelligent and prominent brethren, capable 
to advise, conferring together, are of material assistance. They 
ailv'ise, and those giving the means direct, to the amount of their 
means. 

Now for the origin of the " Herald." This paper vvas origina- 
ted and first published by Mr. Himes, and to assist Mr. Miller in 
the circulation of his opinons. Mr. Miller, in his Apology and 
Defence, states that he became acquainted, Nov. 12, 1839, with 
Mr. Himes, who invited him to Boston, and made arrangements 
for a course of lectures. While in Boston, Mr. Himes engaged 
with Mr. Miller to publish a paper, to be devoted to the advocacy 
of the Advent cause. Its origin Mr. Miller thus describes : 



Having known Mr. Himes for many years, and having been 
connected with the N. E. Type and Stereotype Foundory for a 
long period as salesman, I can and do heartily concur in the a- 
bove. ' Thomas B. Furneavx. 



For a long time previous to this, the papers had beeu filled with 
abusive stories respecting my labors, and they had refused lo publish 
anything from me in reply. I had greatly leli the need of some me- 
dium of communication to the public. Efforts had been frequently 
made to commence the publication of a paper which should be lo- 
voted to the advocacy of the doctrine, and the communication ol 
hiformnion on the fulfilment of prophecy. W e had, however, never 
been able to find a man who was willing to run the risk oj his repu- 
tation and the pecuniary t.xj>ense, in such a publication. 

On my visit lo Boston in the w inter of ls4(>, 1 mentioned to Bro 
Himes my wishes respecting a paper, and the dithcullies 1 Had ex- 
perienced in the establishment ol one. He promptly ottered to 
commence a paper which should be devoted to this qiiestioii,-il l 
thousht the cause of truth would be thereby advanced- the next 
week, without a subscriber or any promise ot assistance, he issued 
the first No. of the Signs of the Tunes, on the :20th ol March, 1640,- 
i publication which has been continued to the present tune. 

VV ith this, commenced an entire new era m the spread ol informa- 
tion on the peculiar points of inv belief. Mr. Mussey gave up to him 
the publication of my lectures, and he published them m connection 
with other works on the prophecies, which, aided by devoted friends, 
he scattered broad-cast everywhere to the e .tent of his means. 1 



Our connection was only a business one. We were to print it 
for the income which might be received from it. 

At the end of the year you proposed to pu'blish it yourself, 
and for the future to pay us for the work done. There had been 
no writing or conversation respecting the ownership of the pa- 
per, and we supposed that it was legally onrs, although you first 
commenced it. My partner thought we ought to have $100 for 
our interest in it. You protested against the payment of that 
sum, and had I been alone, 1 should nothave insisted on it, as 1 
believed the printing that would come to us was a sufficient con- 
sideration. But you consented to its payment for the sake of 
avoiding any misunderstanding. I did not then think, nor do I 
now, that you wished such a transfer on account of any pecu- 
niary benefit to yourself, for had that been your object, instead 
of $5000, you might have been worth $100,000, but to enable you 
to carry on more effectually the advancement of the cause of 
which it was the organ, and not, to bo cramped in your efforts by 
those who had no faith in it. We then transferred to you our 
right of publishing, which we had originally received from you; 
and afterwards knew you only as the proprietor and publisher. 

To Believers in the Second Advent. 

Not being a believer in the Advent doctrine, I endeavor to be 
guarded in my statements made in this controversy, that I may 
state nothing but facts, and prevent contradicting myself in any 
particular. I told Mr. Weethee what appeared on the surface of 
our transactions, arid knew not that. Mr. Himes, with the assist- 
ance of Mr. Miller, contemplated publishing a paper; but the 
fact that Mr. Miller says such was the case, in a work published 
years ago, when no one ever supposed a dispute of this kind 
would arise, convinces me that such was the fact, for I have al- 
ways believed that Mr. Miller stated nothing but what he knew 
or supposed to be true ; and he could have no motive in conceal- 
ing the truth in this case, and merely states it as a matter of his- 
tory. 

It is inferred bv Mr. Weethee, from the fact that we published 
the " Signs of the Times," that we were the proprietors and 
publishers of all the Advent publications at that time ; but so 
far from such being the case, Mr. Himes bore the expense of all 
of them except one, entitled the " Present Crisis," which we 
published on speculation, but the speculation would have been 
sadly " out of pocket " had not Mr. Himes used his influence to 
get them off, and released us ofwhat was to its almost worthless. 
1 kept the Advent books at my store for Mr. Himes' convenience, 
and for packing them up to his order, he allowed uie a small 
commission on the wholesale price ; and then he often called 
and packed them up himself, but as soon as he could get a room, 
he took them all away. Some of the books had my name on as 
publisher for the same reason, that it was a convenience in the 
transaction of business, and it appears that Mr. Himes supposed 
that the paper was included in the same arrangement ; but we 
differed iti that, respect. 

In regard to the proprietorship of Hbe paper, since we gave it 
up to Mr. Himes, I have always considered that it was exclu- 
sively his property. The fact of his not placing his name on as 
proprietor, is no evidence that he was not so. I now am the 
owner of a paper called the " Waverley Magazine," but I consid- 
er it sufficient to say that 1 am publisher ; and that is the. common 
practice among proprietors of copy-rights of both books and pe- 
riodicals. ■ . ; ... . , 
When I look back and consider what slander and reproach 
Mr. Himes ha? endured, and what labors he r has performed in 
laving the foundation on which the whole cause now stands; 
now that any one should endeavor to wrest from him the crown 
of honor to which he is entitled, and also not only endeavor to 
ruin his character and influence, but also to deprive him of the 
means by which he is endeavoring to bring up a large family to 
usefulness, I am indeed surprised. But the evidence that such 
is" the fact is proved in a pamphlet entitled, " Trial of Elder J.V. 
Ilimes," which now lies before tne. It seems the intent is to 
break him down for the sake of the spoils, or lo tawn the paper 
intoa different channel, to promulgate new doctrines. Had Mr. 
Himes consented in past years to be the tool of every one who 
fancied he had the most truth, it would have been the advocate 
of some curious theories — " holy kisses," " spiritual wives," and 
" feet washings,"— would have been iprominent traits in its 
character. But Mr Himes has ever pursued a straight course, 
and the credit is due to him for resisting all extraneous influ- 
ences, although sometimes very powerful. 

As an impartial reader, I think Mr. Weethee and his assistants 
have, in the book referred to, endeavored to make a great deal 
out of 'comparatively nothing. Almost •every word that Mr. 
H. has uttered for ten years past, seems to have been raked up, 
with "malice aforethought," and emphasized to an extraordina- 
ry decree. All old grudges, from whatever cause, whether from 
envy or disappointment, seem now endeavoring -to wreak their 
long-deferred revenge. 

H Hated by one lie loves ; -braved by his brother ; 
Checked like a bondman ; all bis faults observed, 
Set in a note book, learnod, and conu'd by rote, 
To cast into his teeth." 
Boston, Aug. 3d, 1850. Moses A. Dow. 
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As they vow admit that Elder H. is owner, it is only necessary to 
notice their charse of duplicity. They 9ay lirst, when llie nsht 
given Dow & Jackson by Elder H. reverted to him, that no an- 
nouncement was made in the paper of a change of proprietors. 
Very true. Elder H. always resarded himself as such, having paid 
D. & J. what lie did out of generosity, and to avoid any misunder- 
standing. Weeihee asks, " Why did he not say, then, when he 
bought out the oriiinal proprietors, that be now held this in trust, 
as the property of the Advent people ?"— p. 15. Why did he not ?— 
Because, had he said so, it would have been an untruth. It would 
have been an assertion that W. would like to And, so as to substan- 
tiate his charge of duplicity. But he has been unable to find such. 
Instead of asserting this, he states in the first number of the second 
year, that " Our paper is chiefly sustained by the pious of all de- 
nominations." W. asserts on p. 76, that Mr. Himes' name first ap- 
pears un the paper as publisher in February, 1844. This is as true as 
the rest of W.'s facts, figures, assertions, declarations, &c. The first 
No, of the 3d Vol. (April l>, lfc43) closes as follows : " ' Signs of the 
Times' is published weekly, at No. 14 Devonshire-street, Boston, by 
Joshua V Himes," &e. In No. a), and in each subsequent number 
of that volume, J. V. H. announces over his own name, that " We 
propose to oublish the third volume weekly. And in the " Signs of 
the Times " Evtra, .March 12, 1841, three davs before the proprietor- 
ship ot Dow and Jackson ceased, the publication of the second vol. 
was announced over the name of " J. V. Himes." But, says Elder 
W.: "He must have bad gome pecuniary motive"! So those 
would judge who have no conception of disinterested acts of be- 
nevolence. Those who never do such acts themselves can have no 
conception of them in others. To do a business that might have 
made him worth his 830,U(XJ, and then to only be accused of being 
worth SIO.IKX), or $12,000— (would that he had that sum— the cause 
would receive a new impetus), while he is in possession of no r.vail- 
nble means that are not hiug used to sustain the cause— does that 
look like being actuated by such a motive. 

When Dow & Jackson first published, they say, " We have con- 
cluded to issue " the paper " for one year." Well, W. says it was 
theirs. W. then quotes a notice of theirs beginning with " We send 
the two first numbers o( our paper," &.C. " This language," says 
W., is " very similar to that which is now used by its publisher and 
proprietor, Mr. Himes It sounds much as that used by persons 
having an interest in the paper." Well, then, if > r. H. used such 
language after it reverted to him again, it will show that he used no 
language of duplicity. As W. has demonstrated that the language 
of the publishers was that of owners at the commencement, does 
he find language which shows that othrrs besides the publishers be- 
came owners. When Dow <fc Jackson plead for an extension of cir- 
culation, for the payment of subscribers, &c, O, that is like the talk 
of an owner ? But when they quote from Mr. H. :— " / have heavy 
responsibilities in all respects to meet, and / can but feel assured 
that / shall be so assisted by the friends, that they will be met with 
houor"— then he says he "speaks like an agent."— p. 76. Indeed I 
Does the cashier of a bank sav, I have lnrge responsibilities ? No. 
He savs the bank has such. But be says : " It is the language which 
the editor of the ' Christian Advocate' might be expected to use, 
who is hired by the bodv." Alt ! there is a body there— a constitu- 
tion, bye-laws, legislative powers, 4.C. There is something that can 
own. There is no such here. But does their agent ever use such 
language. No ; he would say, " the Methodist body" has such res- 
ponsibilities on account of the paper. He never says, " 1 have." 
But W.says, that at this time there was no name of publisher on 
the paper ! If that proves anything, on his argument it proves that 
It was owned by no one. But if the author of these criticisms knew 
a little more of the forms of designating newspaper proprietorship, 
he would write more understanding!)-. Some publishers put on their 
names, and some do not. Some, out of modesty, omit theirs ; oth- 
ers out of display ; and some, to rebuke insolence, put theirs on as 
proprietors: it is all a matter of taste. If the subscribers know 
who to pav to, and the creditors know whom to look to for pay, no 
one else has cause of complaint. The accounts of the "Herald" 
have all been kept in the name of J. V. H.— not as aaent, but as his 
own. On the New York paper, the name of T. L. Tullock was on 
for a time as agent, and he kept all the accounts in the name of J. 
V. H. Had J. V. H. been an agent of other proprietors, he would 
have had to keep his accounts in their name. Thus the Treasurer 
of the Tract and Mission fund, has kept his accounts, not in his 
own name, but in its. When bills of account are sent, they are 
payable to— whom ? to the cause? No: to J. V. H. Was there 
any deception there ? It may be well here to insert an extract from 
a letter written in ls43, when a similar movement was attempted on 
another question, under the leadership of Starkweather, which em- 
braced some of those who again went off under Clayton. It wai 
written when there is said to be no name ot publisher on the " Her- 
ald:" 

From Rev. Silas Hawley. 

" Dear Bro. Boutei.ls : — * * * * You seem not to understand, 
or forget brother Himes' position and the peculiar responsibilities 
resting upon him. You should remember that Iroin necessity he 
has been forced to act in the capacity of general manager in this 
cause. Who else could oi would have done it ? W ho took Father 
Miller by the hand when but little known or little heeded ? Who 
published his book? Who got up and sustained the efficient paper, 
whose influence has been felt throughout the country? Who pro- 
posed and carried into effect the Conferences first ' eld on this sub- 
ject! Who started the important Camp Meetings? Who schemed 
and brought into existence the Big Tent? Who started theMidnighl 
Cry? Who has been from the very necessity of the case, next to 
William Miller, the iljoH Identified with the cause! Who has ex- 
pended the money and brought the Tabernacle to a completion? 
Who stands in the estimation of the public as responsible for all 
connected in this cause in this city? Who has a right to control al- 
f airs in Chardon St.? I need not answer the world know. And 
since Brother Himes. by the providence of God was put into the 
position he holds, and by that providence has seemed to be kept 
in, shall we say he is too forward, too assuming, too dictatorial ? 
Who will step forward and take his place, and bear his responsibil- 
ty ? He would lie glad, I am convinced, to retire from his post, if 
anv one can be found to lake it. Do you know of any one w io has 
)he qualification and mind lor it? 1 know ol no one. If brother II. 
has done wrong in being so forward, so much of a manager, why 
has not some person or persons appeared to bear some of the re- 
sponsibility, and to share in the management? lie has, I think, 
been willing, and even anxious thatsucha courseshould be pursued. 
Who then is to blame? Is brother Himes ? I think you cannot say 
he is. 1 say not that brother Himes should not he looked after, and 
that his affairs should not be examined and understood. I think 
both should oejdone, and faithfully done. Every friend ol the cause 
has a right to act in the capacity of a committee of investigation. 
He invites such a course, that all do it, or hold their peace. But 
don't let any rise up at this time and thrust Himes from his position, 
unless he can show from the Lord a special injunction to do so." 

We now come to where the name of J. V. H. was put on as pub- 
lisher. Well, did any one object ? No; the thought of questioning 
his right so to do was not mooted by any, till the " triumvirate" 
that wished to be, hoped thereby to come into the ascendancy. W. 
qii"tes from the " Herald" of Oct, 22, 1845: 

•* It should be understood, that while we have had the responsi- 
l,i!it<:, and performed the labor, as a publisher ol' books and papers 
for the dissemination of the Advent doctrine, that we have acted 
only as an agent. IVe have expended lor the cause, not only the 
donations received, but also the profits of this office."— p. 77. 

To this he says : " Here is bis own testimony that he is only an 
agent.' 1 '' Here is logic .' because he acts only as an agent— using his 
own earnings as if they were not his own, and yet belonging to no 
one else, therefore he is only one. A man may act as a philosopher, 
without being one. But then, Elder H. claims that he is an agent 
—un agent of his own, and an agent of others,— using all to extern, 
the doctrine. But, says W. : " If an agent merely, who employs 
him?" Ah, that is it! Who was it that hired Flder H. to take 
charge of the paper? Who appointed him? Who instituted the 
terms on which he was to labor? No one. He says: "behave 
had the responsibility." Do agents have the responsibility ? That 
is the language of Dow and Jackson, and that language W. says, 
shows that tbey are owners. If it makes them owners, why not J. 
V. H. ? But W. says : " Here is a clean recognition of the Advent 
body as the owners of all the books and papers." Is such a body 
mentioned? O no. Then how is it recognized ? Any other body 
might claim to be owner on the same terms. W. might. Those 
two famous litigious characters, "John Doe and Richard Roe," 
might claim it, if not being mentioned aives a title. But when the 
paper was commenced, there was no cause ; it aided to produce the 
cause. Can a son be born belore his father ? No. The first Advent 
Conference was not held till six months after the paper existed. It 
had a prior existence to the cause ; no transfer has been made to it • 
no one has thus understood it. And yet we say, Elder H. is an ageni 
—not an agent of what does not exist, but "an agent of those who 
work through his instrumentalities. He is technically one, and 
while the paper and books are his, should he divert them Irom their 
present use, to selfish purposes, while no one could coine forward 
and say this is mine, yet it would be an apostacy on his part, and a 
violation of ihe confidence reposed in him by those who have pa- 
tronized him, on the supposition, that his means should be n>ed to 
promote the cause. W. quotes a remark made at the Conference in 
'4b by Elder H., that " he had never claimed even a proprietorship 
in it, but bad acted merely as an agent."— p. 78. That is the true, po- 
sition. He had not thus claimed as his own, to be used for a selfish 
end. All the brethren understood that, or might so understand. But 
then he offered " to give up nil " the books, papers, &c, if the Con 
ference would appoint responsible men, &c. Offered to give, did 
he ? Can an agent give to the owners ? If it belonged to the Coir 
ference already, it could not be given to them. But il given, it was 
to he on conditions that il should not be diverted from its original 
purpose. When the Conference wish to place things on such a loot 
ing, they will see whether the offer was made insincerely or not, as 
W. intimated,— an intimation which would never be made by a man 
capable of acting contrary to his suspicions of others. No such offer 
was made to have it taken in a secret manner, by conspirators. It 
will he done by friends when done-nnl by those who seek to blacken 
his character, hut by those whose hearts beat in unison, who have 
confidence in each other, and are actuated by pure principle. 
The Second Advent Libryry. 
Elder W. next attempts to show, that this was not commenced 
by Mr. Himes. He says : 

In the year 1840, the friends ol the Second Advent formed a socie- 
ty tor the study of the scriptures, called the Berean Society, l'res- 
c.ott Dickinson was ihe Presidant ol the said society. They fitted 
up a hall at No. 14 DevonshireStreet, at an expense ofaboul lit) dol- 
lars in rent and fixtures.. This served for an oflice lor the Signs of the 
Times ; Mr. Dickinson gave in all, towards these expense*, from 3n 
to 50 dollars. Mr. Wm. Clark gavealso very liberally. Mr. M. 
Wood made some of the tables, &c. The hall was a place of gen- 
eral resort lor all uuerested in the doctrines of the Second Adven. 
Thev commenced the "Advent Library," a notice of which we find 
in the " Signs of the Time*," of (Sept. 1, 1841, and is as follows: 

" Second Advent Library, and Reading Room, 14 Devon- 
shire Street, (up stairs.) The friends or the cause in this city have 
procured and spacious and convenient room, within one minute's 
walk of the l'ost Office, for a Library and Reading Room, as a place 
of resort for our citizens xvho are interested in the cause; and fhr 
strangers in the country who may wish information, aid, or publi- 
cations, on ihe subject of the advent near. 

" It wdl afford to inquirers all necessary information on the state 
and progress of the cause. American and English periodicals will 
be furnished having any bearing on the subject of the advent near, 
and Signs of the Times; a rich collection also of ancient and mod- 
ern works on the Predictions of the Holy Prophets. 



"It will he sustained by the voluntary contributions of those who 
appreciate the measure as a profitable auxiliary to the cause." 

Mr. Himes, at that time, had no money that he could justly appro- 
priate to aid in the formation of this Library. Where now is thai 
Library that was commenced by the "friends of the cause in 
Boston," and who claims il as his own property? 

These are some of the farts relative to the Advent publications in 
Boston. Let the reader ponder and decide.— pp. 79-8 0 

Yes, these are "some, of the facts;" but not the sum of them. 
They are also distorted and perverted like the rest. " The friends of 
the cause had procured a spacious and convenient room"— does it 
say, and a library ? No. It is "for a Library and Reading Room." 
The Library was furnished by J.'V. H. The " friends "furnished the 
" room "—not friends of Elder IL, but friends of the. " cause"-and 
was not he one of them ?— that he should now be denied having 
done anything ? 

Now for other ol the " facts." We have before us Ihe records of 
the " Berean Society," which contain the constitution, laws, and 
the acts of that association, with the names of the contributors, the 
sums contributed, and the items of all the expenditures. The arti- 
cles of the constitution only purport to sustain a " room," and to 
" circulate publications on the Second Advent." It never bought a 
hook, or published a tract. Its reading matter was all furnished by- 
Elder H., the projector of the society— he placing there for their use 
his own private hhrary-a valuable one, and himself supplying the 
publications from abroad and elsewhere. All that the society were 
to do, was to keep the " room " open as a place of resort, It was 
thus sustained. The whole amount of receipts, from all sources, 
during the whole time of its action,— from Sept. 13, 1841, to Jan. 1st, 
1843,— was 8306, including what was paid in work and fixtures. 
Among the receipts are, §10 and 812 from P. Dickinson ; $15 from 
Elder H. ; flu from M. Wood (paid in work) ; $27 from Wm. Clark 
(paid in chairs) ; $5 from Wm. Miller ; $5 from J. Litch ; Slu from 
Dr. Spear ; $10 from Mr. John Augustus ; and $5 each from Messrs. 
Baxter, Pike, and Abbott,— the last two in work. The balance was 
in sums of less than $5. There was paid for stoves, fuel, fixtures, 
rent, and incidental expenses, <fcc, $3Jl 43, besides oue quarter's 
rent, which was paid by Elder H— or $55 43 more than the receipts, 
which, with the Quarter's rent, $35, and the $15 contributed, made 
$105 43 paid by Elder H. After Ibis period he kept it open at his 
own expense, aided, of course, by the good friends of the cause. 
While it was sustained by the " Bere,an Association," not one cent 
of the society's funds was paid for the purchase or publication of a 
book or paper. These were all furnished by Mr. Himes. The read- 
ing matter was "circulated" by the association, not distributed, but 
loaned, and returned when read. The payment of $2 or more per 
year constituted a member. 

The Advent Library, instead of being commenced by the " Berean 
Association," which did not come into existence till Sept. 13,1841, 
was commenced by Mr. II. , who received of Mr. Miller the right to 
publish his Lectures,— which constituted the first volume of the Li- 
brary,— made the second when Mr. H. compiled the " Lile and 
Views," as per the following certificate : 

"Know all men by these presents, that 1, William Miller, of Low 
Hampton, Washington county, New York, do hereby sell to Joshua 
V. Himes, Boston, Mass , the copyright of my Lectures on the Sec. 
ond Coming of Christ, w ith the privilege ot publishing five thou 
sand copies, on condition that the said Himes gives me two hundred 
copies of said Lectures. William Miller. 

" Boston. Dec. 16th. 1833." 

In the above month Mr. IT. arranged with B. B. 
Muzzey, Esq., to publish 5000 copies on the above 
terms, after which the plates reverted to Mr. H. Mr. 
Miller also gave him the full' right to publish all his 
works. And it was on the profits arising from the 
sale of many thousands of those works, more than 
from other sources, that enabled Mr. H. to do the 
work he has done. Mr. Litch, and others, gave Mr. 
H. a similai right to theirs — being satisfied with 
the use made of the avails. 

On this point, Mr. Litch says : " When this work- 
first began, it was a question of expediency whether 
the book business should be made public stock, or 
remain in his hands. Advisers were then few, and 
the decision was, that it would be best for the cause, 
produce less difficulty and strife, besides expediting 
the great object we had in view, to have it in the 
hands of some individual as his private property, to 
dispose of the whole as he judged best. With the 
wisdom of that decision, the writer is more and more 
satisfied every successive day. That the funds could 
have been better appropriated, or indeed more satis- 
factory, by any association or committee which could 
have been created, I do not believe." — Shield, p. 85. 

Thus Mr. Himes was the sole owner. He also 
acted only as agent, as Mr. Litch shows: " That the 
Advent book establishment has yielded profits which 
might have enriched him, is true ; but that it has done 
this, is utterly false and groundless. The funds 
which have accrued from the sale of books, have been 
appropriated to the advancement of the work of God, 
the spreading of the glad tidings of the kingdom." — 
Ibid. 

This testimony, be it remembered, is from one who 
was the first to embrace the views of Mr. Miller in 
this section, who was formerly in the office, and who 
says of Mr. Himes : " From the commencement of 
his course as an advocate of this cause, the writer 
has been on terms of intimacy with him, and has 
known his whole course, and feels it a pleasure to 
say, that a more noble-hearted, generous, and self- 
denying man never engaged in any enterprize." — lb. 

That Mr. Weethee knew these facts is shown by 
his article in the " Herald " of Sept. 27, 1849 ; be 
fore referred to, wherein he copies from this article 
of Mr. Litch, the relation of Mr. H. to the commence- 
ment of the " Herald." He*also testifies (pp. 6, 7 
of the pamphlet) that " he had, until recently, been 
under the impression that all tracts distributed at tent 
and other meetings, were donations from Elder 
Himes." In his " Armageddon " (p. 142) he also 
says : " Had there been a close-fisted, timorous spirit 
at the head of affairs at Boston, the cry would have 
been feeble, and would, before the present time, have 
ceased to attract any special notice." 

Thus he knew it was the properly of Mr. Himes, 
and has made his acting as agent, — his using his own 
earnings for the good of the cause, his regarding his 
own as not his own, but the Lord's, and his offers to 
give all, — as evidence that he had nothing to give, 
and to justify himself in trying to wrest it from him 
recently, without receiving it as a gift, — instead of 
receiving the gift on the strength of his generosity, 
to take it from him on the plea of his villany. 

The Oath in Court. 

"3. Specification. That Elder Himes did testify in a court, 
on a certain occasion, in this city, that the property held in 
his hands, was held in the same manner the Bible and other 
missionary associations held that in their hands." — p. 82 

This was the first charge under the old " batch," 
and was one of those which M. Wood and others 
said nobody believed. They have blundered in this 
case in not distinguishing between the " manner " in 
which property is held, and the use for which it is 
held. Mr. Himes testified respecing the latter, and 
made no reference to the former, as the following 
certificates will show : 



ownership of the property, or the tenure by which it 
was held. There was no contradiction between his 
testimony and mine ; nor did either counsel attempt 
to show any. Sylvester Bliss. 

We certify that we were present at the above trial, 
and believe the above statement to be true. 
N. A. Apolonio, Michael Flood, A. Hale, 
Wm. L. Hopkinson. 

Boston, June 15th, 1850. 
This may certify, that I was present at the trial of 
Charles Johnson, and very distinctly remember Bro. 
Bliss' giving in his evidence, as using the words 
"we " and " our " in speaking of the office. The 
counsel for the prisoner inquired of him; whether he 
meant to say that he was pecuniarily concerned in the 
office. Mr. Bliss distinctly said no, that he had no 
interest in the business of that kind, that Mr. Himes 
was the sole owner. 

I cannot call up to mind the exact words of Bro. 
Himes, but I do know that he could not have contra- 
dicted the testimony of Bro. Bliss; if he had, the 
counsel would have made capital enough out of it, 
when the contradiction came up between Mrs. Stone* 
and Mr. Himes. And as I heard Mr. Parks' plea, 
and did not hear him allude to any discrepancy in Mr. 
Bliss's and Himes' testimony respecting the owner- 
ship of the property, so I know there could not have 
been any, as he took copious notes of what both said. 

Lewis Hersey. 




Boston, June 13th, 1850. 
This is to certify, that in the case of the State of 
Massachusetts vs. C. Johnson, before the Municipal 
Court of this city, in February 1849, I w r as a witness 
for the Commonwealth. When asked respecting my 
connection with the office, 1 stated expressly that Mr. 
Himes was the sole owner. He followed me as a wit- 
ness for the Commonwealth, and stated that the proper- 
ty invested in his office was not held by him to be used 
for his private emolument, but was devoted by him to 
the advancement of the Advent cause, as the proper- 
ly which is held by the Tract, Missionary, Bible, and 
other benevolent societies is devoted to their designed 
objects. But nothing was said by him respecting the 



M. Wood took a copy of the first of the above, 
and has given it in the pamphlet with several errors. 
The question of the manner of the ownership did not 
arise, but simply the use; it is used as they use 
theirs. 

If he had spoken of the manner, the complainants 
would have been still lame ; for the Bible, Tract, 
and Missionary Societies hold the property in their 
hands, in fee simple — in their own right. They are 
incorporated bodies, with power to hold property, to 
buy and sell. No one out of the Society has any 
vole in the disposal of this property. Subscribing 
given amounts, only makes an honorary member — and 
no amount gives a right to a vote. The corporate 
members alone have any voice in the business of the 
Society, and they add to their number by a vote of 
their own body, the same as J. V. H. could give 
others the right to come in and help him dispose of 
what he previously had the sole right to. The offi- 
cers of these Societies do not hold the property, it 
stands in the name of the corporate body. They are 
agents of the body. The body is the sole owner; 
but it acts as the agent of those who make donations 
to it, and seeks their wishes in its disposal ; but none 
can direct. Nor could all the churches in the land 
control the wishes of the Society. 

The Church Advocate asks : " How the Bible So- 
cieties treat their agents ? Do they allow them to 

speculate in funds? do they allow them to 

sustain two relations, under either of which they can 
use their funds as best suits their interest?" — p. 99. 
They allow them to speculate in their own funds as 
much as they please, while they are faithful with 
the funds of the Society. The Treasurer of the 
American Board of Foreign Missions has in his 
hands an estate of $200,000, over which the Board 
has no claim — except as he makes his generous dona- 
tions to it. He is the agent of the Board with their 
funds, but with his own, he can speculate if he 
pleases. 

But Mr. Himes said nothing of the agents of the 
societies ; he spoke of the societies themselves ; and 
although they are technically the agents of the 
churches, they are sole owners, have the sole control, 
and invest their money as they please. If money 
comes in faster than they want, they invest it as they 
deem judicious, to be drawn upon as as they want. — 
They build edifices to be occupied for their cause — 
not for themselves to live in; and they purchase 
presses, office, &c, to facilitate the object of the 
cause. No one can call them to account. But if 
they should pervert their funds to other objects, while 
no one could touch them, the whole community 
would frown on them. 

It was this trial that W. refers to on p. 128, where 
he says: " Before the trial, the ' Herald' published 
such a garbled, one sided view of the matter, that 
every juryman was sworn that he had not seen the 
article before he was allowed to sit on the jury." — 
This is as correct as his other statements — no more. 
It is not true that the statements misrepresented facts, 
nor was a single juryman thus sworn. Each one 
was asked if he had read it, by the counsel for the 
accused, as is customary in such cases. This was 
before they were sworn for the trial. 

On p. 82 W. quotes from the " Advent Herald " 
of May 29, 1844 : " The brethren and friends 
throughout the country, who have aided in the work 
by donations and labors, will accept my heartfelt ac- 
knowledgments for the confidence they have reposed 
in me as their fellow-laborer " and "agent" in 
distributing their appropriations to the cause." 

This is a very clear expression. The thanks of 
J. V. H. are given to those who have assisted him. 
Who ever heard the cashier of a bank thanking the 
owners for assisting ! One laborer may thus thank 
another. 

4th Specification— Saying to one brother that it 
would take three weeks to investigate the seven 
charges ; and about the same to others, that five 
minutes would make them vanish into smoke. 

5th Specification— Saying in the " Herald," June 
1st, that only one of the seven charges, if true, affect- 
ed his moral character ; and then telling brethren in 
Boston, on the same day the paper was issued, that 
either one, if proved against him, would ruin him. 

1. The pitiful quibble, on these points, outof which 
so much is attempted to be made, illustrates the 
character of those who make it, and shows what " a 
stoop of meanness " thev are obliged to make, in 
" the course they have taken " for their " defence." 
By turning to the " Herald " of June 1, (p. 140, col. 
2d) our brethren will find exactly what was said, 
and meant. There was but " one of the charges of 



Elder N. which specified anything"— i. e., all but 
the first were so vague, that no competent jury would 
ever consent to take them into consideration. But 
still, from what Elder Himes knew to be meant, not 
by what the charges specified, but by the verbal ex- 
planation, given bv those who got them up, if either 
of them was proved, as thus explained, would ruin 
his moral character. One feature of them indicated 
the ignorance of those who got up the charges, the 
other feature the malignity. They were able to give 
an exposition of their ignorance, by conversation with 
them ; Elder Himes wished to give an exposition of 
their malignity. And he showed so clearly that they 
were not " true," that even Wood himself admitted 
that " nobody believed them." 

And yet this quibble, which they knew to be such, 
if we suppose them competent to understand any- 
thing, is made the ground for maintaining a charge 
against Elder Himes, that he is" wanting in scrupu- 
lous regard for truth." — p. p. 83 84. 

" Cth Specification — This charges J. V. IT. with 
borrowing $50 of W. for Mr. N., representing him 
as a flour merchant, and then paying W. again. — 
Well, Nichols was in the Grain and Flour business 
at that time, and in that only. If it is a crime to 
pay borrowed money, it explains how some of W.'s 
assistants in this business, are so free from the accu- 
sations of conscience." 

" 7th Specification — Calling on the Merchants' bank, 
or any other bank, to publish to the world if he had 
any deposits there, when he had put his money into 
hands of confidential friends." 

This is a gross falsehood. The time when the 
deposite is said to have been placed in the hands of 
friends, was before the 23d of Oct., 1844. When 
the bank was thus appealed to, was the 6th of Nov. 
1844, before which time, the office had expended 
more than the remnant which was left over the 23d 
of Sept., and the office was at this time, Nov. 6th, 
in debt. Eleven dollars of this was loaned L. P. 
Judson, and similar sums to assist others, which 
having never been paid, has been cancelled. 

8th Specification — " In fastening a lie on Joseph 
Turner, in a certain trial between himself and T. 
in t he matter of a certain letter reported by T. to 
have been written by Elder J. V. H., but denied by 
him" .... and " Also in fixing a second false- 
hood on the person aforesaid in the matters of a cer- 
tain parable." — p. 58. 

Mr. Turner was charged with " slander and false- 
hood against Elder J. V. Himes, of Boston, Mass., 
calculated to injure his moral character." — (Extract 
from minutes of council.) 

The 1st Specification was in these words : " That 
Joseph Turner has circulated slanderous stories un- 
der the form of a ' parable,' which described J. V. 
Himes, so that others understood it to be him, there- 
by leavivg impressions on their minds unfavorable to 
his character." 

He confessed before the council that he told the 
parable to T. G. Clayton, and that Clayton by put- 
ting in connection with it what he subsequently said, 
learnd whom he meant. He told the same parable 
to F. G. Brown, H. V. Davis, and others. Mr. H. 
understood that Mr. D. also knew who was meant, 
the person being described as o-ie who stood " as 
high as any one in the Advent Church." It seems 
from a letter from Mr. D. that he did not know who 
T. meant till a subsequent conversation with H. — 
There was no design to misunderstand Mr. D., the 
charge being fully sustained without his testimony. 
T. now writes to Mr. D. to get his testimony that he 
did not know whom he meant. But will he dare 
write D. Churchill and others? 



* This was the foster mother of the prisoner on 
trial, who in her testimony denied a statement she 
made at the time of the arrest, as testified by Mr. 
Himes, Mr. John Augustus, and Mr. Eaton, the 
officer. 



CERTIFICATE OF ELDER D. CHURCHILL. 

" I certify, that in a conversation with Elder Jo- 
seph Turner, in Portland Me., about three years 
since, he stated to me that Elder Himes was guilty 
of an act that would result in the greatest injury to 
the Advent cause of any thing that had yet transpired. 
The crime referred to was an assault on a lady in W. 

Daniel Churchill. 

Lowell Sept. 6, 1850. 

The husband and lady referred to pronounce this a 
base slander. 

The 3d Specification on the same trial, which was 
held about a year since, was that he had circulated a 
story charging that " Elder J. V. Himes had written 
and caused letters of commendation to be written of 
his course in conducting the ' Herald ' to be signed 
by others." 

The story as circulated by T. was, that the letters 
published in the "Herald" were not spontaneous 
from those sending them, but were written in the 
" Herald " office, and sent out to be signed and sent 
back and published. On this, and the other false- 
hoods, a hearing was had before a mutual council, 
consisting of Elders Edwin and Wesley Burnham, 
C. Goud, H. Plummer, and T. Smith. T. plead in 
justification of this, that he had seen such a letter in 
Bro. H.'shand writing. Elder H. denies that he 
had ever written such a letter. T. now comes for- 
ward with the following, which was not written in 
the " Herald " office, but was written at the request 
of Bro. D. of Southbridge, in his house, who stated 
that Bro. H. being grossly slandered in his section, 
he wished to say something to counteract it. He af- 
terward had a friend write a letter based on it, but so 
full of praise, that when it came to the office it was 
rejected. This was written under circumstances like 
those in which Elder W. wrote a notice of himseif, 
which was published in the " Herald " as editorial, 
Sept. 23, 1848. Even Elder N. is found to admit, 
p. 85, that he " attaches no blame to Elder Himes 
hi writing the letter, under the circumstances in 
which it was written." It was as follows ; — 

" I believe he is striving to build up the blessed 
cause, and is devoting his entire energies to the fur- 
therance of the saints, in peace, holiness, and love. 
We regret that any evil-minded persons, in different 
parts of the country, should seek to prejudice the 
minds of brethren against him, to destroy his useful- 
ness, by their dark insinuations and slanderous re- 
ports. We have seen and heard Bro. H. for our- 
selves. We have the proof of his integrity in the 
Advent cause, and w^hen his accusers shall show 
equal faithfulness and purity in the cause, they may 
have claims to the same confidence and respect " 

The above writing is not such a letter as Elder H. 
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denied, it not being expressive " of his course in 
conducting the Herald." He still denies writing let- 
ters like those specified. The letters denied were such 
as would subject him to blame, and the story was told 
for that purpose : this would subject him to no blame, 
according to the judgment of his enemies. The coun- 
cil, after a patient hearing of these and three more 
specifications under the same charge, decided respect- 
ing each that they were sustained." Mr. Needham, 
who was present on that trial, heard the evidence, 
and knew the enormity of the case, and, who could 
write on the 23d of June, 1850, " There are some four 
or five here, who would be glad to have Cook, Tur- 
ner, et id omne genus .... Turner is impudent as S 

Go it, cripples! What a consummate 

Marsh is! I think Bro Jones' discussion with Camp- 
bell is very unprofitable— I fear C. was never con- 
verted, "&c. — can now yoke up with former slander- 
ers to injure Elder H. We proceed with the specifica- 
tion in the pamphlet : 

" Specification 9. — Representing himself as the do- 
nor of tracts and papers distributed at camp and tent 
meetings, while charging the same to the " Tract 
funds." 

Mr. N. testifies that he was under that " impres- 
sion, until after the tour West in the spring of 1849." 
and Mr. W. adds," that till recently he had supposed 
the same." Indeed, and yet when they wish to prove 
that he has never given anything, they assert that he 
has always represented the reverse. It is truly mar- 
vellous ! Elder H. has so represented his affairs that 
they were always under the impression that he was 
their agent ; and yet has so represented, that they did, 
not suspect till recently that it was not all his own ! 
They have evidently a duality of perceptive organs. 

I3lh Specification. — " That Elder J. V. Himes has 
published deceptive accounts of the Second Advent 
office." — p. 89. That when calling for help he had 
loaned Dr. P. $100, and was somehow connected with 
Niahols to the amount of $000. For this connection 
with N., see '' Mistakes in Mathematics." 

The facts are these : Soon after the sale of the 
tabernacle, and Elder H. had received notes of Pres- 
cott Dickinson, the treasurer, for a portion of the 
funds invested in it, George Pierce of Lowell applied 
to him for a loan of $100. Elder H. told him he 
had no money to loan, nor more than was needed in 
his business. Dr. P. plead his necessities, and of- 
fered $25 bonus. This Mr. H. refused. Dr. P. said, 
Then I will give it to your family, as I should have to 
pay it to others. Finally Mr. H. put himself to 
considerable inconvenience to raise the money, having 
to pay, to raise it, nearly the amount of bonus offered, 
and took P.'s note dated March 20, 1816, — supposing 
that when the notes of Mr. D. were paid, he should 
be able for a time to accommodate Dr. P. In 1848, 
when the wants of the cause in Boston made it advisa- 
ble to purchase the Chapel, it was necessary to call in 
this money of Dr. P., it being relied on to make a 
payment with. " Not receiving it, he had to borrow 
mmey for that purpose of Mr. Nichols and others. 
After the loan above referred to, Dr. P. wished Mr. 
H. to go with him into a land speculation in Lowell, 
Mr. H. refused. Dr. P. complained to Bro. Bliss 
that Mr. II. was not dealing justly by his family in 
spending all for the cause. Last winter he impor- 
tuned Mr. H. to become connected with him in the 
patent Medicine business, Mr. H. told him he would 
do what he could for him, and adveitised his medi- 
cines six months, (see last vol.) without charging 
anything. He made Mr. H. great offers to go in 
with him, but Mr. H. told him that he could not di- 
vert his labors or funds from the use of the cause — 
that if he should go into any other business he should 
lose his soul. 

These facts would not have been here mentioned, 
were it not for the great interest Dr. P. now manifests 
for the cause! ! 

The 14th, 15th, and 17th specifications came up 
under the 2d charge, and are there noticed. The 16th 
is under the 5th charge. The 18th, with regard to 
Professor W.'s professorship, is noticed in " Mistakes 
in Mathematics." 

This brings us to the 

Seventh Charge. 

" Tfut he lias treated the Church of which he is a private 
member, in a manner unbecoming a man in the possession of 
that humility required in the Gospel." 

This is presented under seven specifications, to 
sustain which no evidence is presented, — it being 
affirmed that those who sat as judges are sufficient 
witness ! ! Elder N. follows in a summing up of the 
evidence, the points of which come under the several 
heads already noticed. The august court then bring 
in a verdict of guilty, and pass a formal vote — a 
withdrawing the hand of fellowship from the subject 
of their accusations, and order the publication of the 
trial ! Thus ended the ceremony of the Mock Trial! 

Many of the falsehoods which had been industrious- 
ly circulated before the development of their con- 
spiracy, are not brought forward in the pamphlet. 
For a sample of these, see Needham's letter to Bro. 
Mansfield. Another is referred to in the letter of 
Bro. Warner respecting the colored family. This 
was started in the fall of 1844, respecting a member 
of Bro. Himes 1 congregation. The falsehood was, 
that " the wife of an aged colored man had given 
two thousand dollars to the cause, and left her family 
poor."— Boston Post, Oct. 20, 1844. 

It being known that Bro. Riley was referred to, he 
was appealed to, and he and his wife gave an explicit 
denial that either had given Mr. Himes anything. 

Notwithstanding this denial of both husband and 
wife — notwithstanding its truth could have been 
learned by a fifteen minutes' walk, or a five minutes' 
conversation, it is still reported at New York, that it 
was received by Bro. Himes from a colored family," 
— that he " obtained the money from the wife of the 
colored man," and it is represented as having been 
" white-washed " over. In the pamphlet (p. 31,) 
Mr. Weethee attempts to explain this, by the fact 
that he lived " at the West," and did not know " the 
name of the family." But he had the paper at the 
West ; and if he did not know as much as those at 
the East about it, he should have learned, before he 
attempted to teach them respecting it. But W. now 
says, Mr. Himes was only blamed for his published 
account of it," which he says, " leaves the reader to 
infer that the whole matter was a perfect fiction ; yet 



the wife did get the money as stated above, not know- 
ing in what way much of it was expended." Mr. 
H. was blamed for the fact itself.— See Bro. Warner's 
testimony. About anything else he could know 
nothing, only as the family stated it, which statement 
he published. The husband is dead. Bro. Pearson 
called on the wife, who indignantly denied the accusa- 
tion. 

Another story circulated was, that L. P. Judson 
had been wronged out of eight dollars, because Elder 
H. paid him $10 for travelling expenses, $12 for two 
Sundays at the Chapel, when he charged the Society 
$20 for the two Sundays, and $2 to the Mission fund. 
On page 130, W. turns it, and makes the Society the 
one that was wronged, because J. expected to return 
the $10. No expectation was had that he would re- 
turn it, he did not before, and this was not charged 
him. As the whole account, of over $400, was given 
the Society, no great wrong could be done it. 

It would be impossible to follow them in all the 
crooked sinuosity of their course. Hatred, malice, 
and everything which is unlovely, seems to have been 
yoked together to enable them to accomplish their 
selfish ends. They took the first step without con- 
sidering the consequences, and now unwilling to 
confess their wrong and retrace their steps, they 
madly rush on in their ill starred course, regardless 
of all consequences, except to screen themselves. — 
They did not look for such a result. Many a one be- 
fore, having sown " dragon's teeth," and seen them 
spring up an harvest of" armed men," has had occa- 
sion to exclaim : 

"The thorns I roup, are from the briers I planted, 
They tare me and I bleed ; 

I should have known what fruit would spring from such a seed." 
Some other points in the pamphlet will be noticed 
under other heads. To do justice to its misrepresen- 
tations, would require another sheet. It is said that 
a lie will travel " a mile while truth is putting on 
her boots ;" but when her boots are on, swift must 
be the lie that does not sooner or later find itself 
nailed to the counter. 



Mistakes in Mathematics. 

When a person protrudes his pretensions before the communi- 
ty, he must expect that they will be canvassed. That, which it 
would bo ungentlemanly to notice where the party himself gives 
to it no prominence, when thus presented, becomes public prop- 
erty ; and he can make no complaint, if his pretensions are scru- 
tinized, and if found not to be well sustained, are exposed. 

On p. 95, under the head of Faculty, we read : 

"REV. J. P. WEETHEE, 
President and Professor of Mathematics." 
Also — 

"REV. J. P. WEETHEE, 
President and Professor of Languages, Ancient History, 
Ancient Geography and Antiquites." 

The excuse given for parading this, is the claim that Elder 
Himes had stated that he never was a Professor. Elder H. had 
no means of knowing that he ever was a Professor; and his 
remark was that he did not know that he was such — aside of 
course from his office of President; for in all the small colleges 
the Paesident sometimes has to be a Professor, and sometimes a 
tutor. In Harvard University, the oldest in the country, the 
President was the only teacher of any kind in it for many years. 
It is no addition to the dignity of the officer of President of a 
college, to have that of Professor tilled by the same person. On 
the other hand it takes from bis dignity, because it is evidence 
that the college is not one of the highest rank. There arc thir- 
teen colleges in the state of Pennsylvania. There are more than 
that number of academies in New England, which would not 
lose by a comparison with many of those colleges in the thorough- 
ness of the course, or the qualification of the teachers. The 
question in the mind of Mr. Himes was, was he a Professor be- 
fore ho was President, and then elevated to the latter office ? — 
From his own statement it seems he was not Why then should 
he leave the title of President, and take a more humble title, that 
of Professor, and that too at this juncture, was a mystery. — 
There is another thing about the display of the list of Faculty in 
the smaller colleges which some do not understand. It is custo- 
mary to have Professors of various sciences which are not taught 
in those institutions, and the Professors of which perforin no du- 
ties there, and receive no pay. Thus Professor Bush, one of the 
best classical scholars in the country, is Professor of Hebrew and 
Oriental literature in the New York city University. But there 
are no students, or were not a short time since, and had not been 
for years, pursuing those studies. And Professor Bush performed 
no collegiate duties there, and received no remuneration. If we 
recollect rightly they have a Professor of Music there, if not a 
Professor simiarly situated. Gov. Ellsworth, of Hartford, is 
Professor of Law in " Trinity college," but there are no law 
studies taught there, and this too in a college which has its row 
of buildings, not confined to a single brick edifico. This being 
the custom in the smaller colleges, the list of professorships pa- 
raded in the cataloguo, is not a sufficient indication of the rank 
of the college. "Knowing the man," when we saw that parade, 
" we put down the probe to see what was at the bottom, and he 
must thank himself for what conies up." 

That list of the " faculty " purports [p. 94] to be " an extract 
from the Catalogue of Students and Officers of Madison College, 
for 1839 and 1841." Why a Cataloguo for 1839 and 1841? Did a 
single catalogue suffice for those two years ? — and was none need 
ed for the intervening year 1840 ?— or for the previous years ? — 
That institution is only a Latin school now, and has no faculty. 
Still it may have been on a very respectable footing ; but evi- 
dence of it does not appear in the pamphlet. 

Now for the Mathematics: On p. 54 he says, he, Nichols, 
" was engaged in the traffic from somewhere ia 1846 to the latter 
part of 1848— in all nearly four years ! Is this so? Talking with 
a Professor of Mathematics will require the technical signs. 
x = 1848 — 1846 -f- some months. 
Thus x = 2 years -j- " " 

It might as well be said nearly live years as nearly four. 

On p. 91 it reads : " He (Pierce) had the use of four hundred 
dollars, which he borrowed of Elder J. V. Himes, on March 20th, 
1846, and for which he gave his note, with interest, besides twen- 
ty-five dollars, bonus ; that in about fifteen months after the 
note was given, Elder Himes came tc him and wished him to 
give him a note on Stephen Nichols, in exchange for the former 
note, signifying that it would be to his (Himes') advantage, and 
that Nichols should not push him — that the payments were made 
to Elder Himes, but put on this note ; that one hundred dollars 
were paid by him in the latter part of 1848, and the remainder in 
1849— that the whole amount he paid for interest and bonus, was 
one hundred dollars, making five hundred dollars." From other 
testimony it will appear that at that time he had about six hun- 
dred dollars, some way connected with Stephon Nichols, the li- 
quor dealer, making in all about one thousand dollars. See 
testimony, p. 53. And also, it will bo seen from the Herald of 
August 18th, 1849, that the Chardon Street Chapel was purchas- 
ed in that period, (in 1848). 

Let us analyse this: He Pierce, had borrowed of Elder J. V. 
Himes $403. " In about fifteen months after the note was giv- 
en," i. e. to Elder Himes, "Elder Himes came to him and wished 
him to give a note on Stephen Nichols' in exchange forthe former 
note." We shall here get an understanding of their know- 
ledge of business transactions and of mercantile phraseology, 
which we believe the " Professor of Languages " is not obliged 
to be familiar with. 

Substituting the supposed antecedents from the several kirns, it 
would read : Eld. Himes wanted Dr. P. to give him a note on S. N. 
How could Dr. P. give a note on Stephen Nichols, when he was 
at the time unable to pay his own note to Elder Himes? But 
then Elder Himes promised Dr. P. that Nichols should not push 
Dr. P. if Dr. P. would give him, Elder Himes, a note an Nichols ! 
How could Nichols push Dr. Pierce for Elder Himes, holding a 
note which he Nichols would have to pay ? It would be a new 
feature in mercantile obligations for tho debtor to push the cred- 
itor. We are how beginning to see the want of acquaintance 
which these men have with the language of business transac- 
tions—men who assume to give an opinion in matters of which 
they have yet to learn the simple language ! Was there no Pro- 
fessor of Accounts in Madison College ? But Dr. Pierce had no 
note on Nichols which he could give. The proposition, instead 
of being that Dr. P. should give Elder H. a note on Nichols, was 
a request to Dr. P. to give a note payable to Nichols, instead of 
the one payable to, and held by Elder Himes. This would bene- 
fit Elder H. as it would enable him to get his pay of Dr. P. and 
pay Nichols. With this arrangement Nichols was not to push 
him, as he might if disposed. 



But say these financiers : " From other testimony it will ap- 
pear that at that time he had about six hundred dollars some way 
connected with Stephen Nichols, making in all about one thou- 
sand dollars!" Yes, it was in "some way connected" with 
Stephen Nichols. Being unable to get the money due from Dr. P., 
he had been obliged himself to borrow from Mr. N. So that — ac- 
cording to these mathematicians, who are so fond of having ev- 
ery thing so candid and open in all business transactions,— the 
$409 due from Dr. P. to Elder H., and $600 due from Elder H. to 
Stephen Nichols, made in all about $1000. We will see : 

x =400—600 

T =_ 290=two hundred dollars out of pocket— 1200 less than 
the $1090 in pocket, as these mathematicians make it ! According 
to this logic, a man has only to borrow $30,000 and lend $29,000 
of it, to make himself worth $50,000. 

But they say the Chardon St. Chapel was purchased in that 
period (in 1848). Very true, purchased on credit, this money 
owing by Dr. P. being depended on to make one of the pay- 
ments with — and money having to be borrowed for that pur- 
pose ! ! Had Dr. P. paid his notes, Elder Hi Would not have 
been so much embarrassed. 

There is another mathematical curiosity. We give it in full. — 
On p. 105 we find : 

"Some facts are necessary, to know whether Eld. Himes sub- 
scribed $200 or not. According to the Advent Herald, August 
I8th, 1849, he paid for Chardon St. Chapel, ' with all its fixtures, 
$3300.' The interest on the purchase money would be $180 per 
annum. Add $450, ground rent, and you have $630. Eld. Himos 
laid out some $1203 more, that lie might have his office in the 
upper part. It should bo stated, also, that the ground can be pur- 
chased at any time, up to the end of the lease, (some six years) 
for the appraisal price : and that it has already risen 2-7 above 
the appraisal value. Now when the brethren give him $400 a 
year, and pay their sexton $100, light and coal bills, (say the lat- 
ter at $50,) I ask if it is not all it is worth ? They hire their pre- 
sent (Cochituate H ill) including vestry, ante-room, sexton, fuel 
and gas lights, for $550, which would be the same as above. — 
Pour hundred dollars is 13 1-3 por cent, on the purchase price. — 
Divide the insurance and taxes between tho lessor and lessees, 
and they give him $375, which is 12 1-2 per cent, clear. We leave 
it to others to judge whether Eld. Hinos gave a fair and truthful 
statement, when ho has, on different occasions, represented that 
Church as so burdensome, and as himself subscribing two hun- 
dred, and giving four hundred, and sometimes the whole." 

Such a blunder in an examination for admission to any New 
England college, would disqualify the applicant. Let us see: 
On the $3000 paid for tho Chapel, and $1200 said to be paid for 
repairs— making $4200, the interest would be at 6 per cent. $252 
per year. To this add $450 paid each year for ground rent, and 
$98 paid for taxes, insurance, and necessary yearly repairs, it 
makes the yearly expenses $800 for the whole building. Elder 
Himes paid tor his former rooms, in Devonshire street, $150 per 
year. Deduct this for the portion excepted for his office, and it 
leaves $650, the actual cost to him. When then he asks thorn 
but $400 per year, it is not giving $200 is it ? O ye mathemati- 
cians '. But then the ground has risen 2-7 ! What has that to do 
with it ! It has not risen since Elder Himes bought the building ; 
and he paid all that the previous rise was valued by those who 
sold ! But no evidonce exists that it has risen ; it lias not been 
offered or bid on. If it has risen it is of no avail without he has 
the means of purchase before the lease is out. But suppose he 
should buy it ; does that affect the sum he pays for the Society ? 
If he is willing to run that risk, any rise or fall on it is no concern 
of others. Its rise would not make him bo giving any more less 
than the rise in value of a man's farm, would prove that he paid 
no taxes ! But, says our accountant : " When the Brethren give 
him $400 a year, and pay their sexton $100, light and coal bills, 
(say the latter at $50), I ask if it is not all it is worth ?" What 
has the amount they pay the sexton, and for coal, to do with the 
rent ? Do you have your fuel and the amount you pay for help in 
the kitchen deducted from your house rent ? Such is your logic ! 
But they pay but $550 for Cochituate Hall, heated, lighted, and 
with a sexton ! Well, if you think a hall up stairs, hired by the 
Sunday, and for Sundays only, is worth more than the Chapel, 
you are welcome to your taste. To be hired for the whole time, 
as the the Chapel was, they asked Elder Himes $1200, when he 
was looking for a place for worship, before he bought the Chapel. 
But the question is not as to the worth ; it is as to the cost; and 
that is demonstrated. But then, they do not pay for their coal 
hills as these figures suppose they do, and they burn from the 
office coal, that is so much additional. But this mathematician 
says : " $400 is 13 1-3 per cent on the purchase price !" It is, is 

it? when the ground rent alone is $450, — 50 more than the 

supposed rent— leaving no percentage on the purchase price !— a 
profitable investment '. But he says, " divide the insurance and 
taxes between the lessor and lessee, and they give him $375, 
which is 12 1-3 per cent, clear." Yes, just as clear as are the ideas 
of the one making the calculation ! But those are not thus divid- 
ed, the lessor pays the whole of those ; and then instead of get- 
ting his $375, he presents- them with a bill for rent and money 
paid to sundries, to the amount of over $400. And these men, 
seeing that Abbott Lawrence pays his own clerk hire, and Har- 
vard College furnishes its own fuel, cannot cypher out how it is 
that Mr. Himes pays anything ! Are they not well qualified, in 
their own estimation, for the work in which they have been 
engaged? 



Errors in Grammar. 

On p. 117 is quoted from a note sent Elder Himes by the of- 
ficers of the church and society the following : " As our late pas- 
tor, with a portion of our church and society, have abruptly left 
us," &c. On the p. following it is thus commented on : " ' Have 
abruptly left us! our pastor have abruptly left,' what grammar !' 
—what a logical conclusion from the premise ! ! Because the 
society, the day before, decided to leave, therefore our late pastor 
h-ive. abruptly left us." 

The logic is, that the late pastor, having declared he should 
never preach there again, and his friends having decided to va- 
cate the house at the end of the quarter, which ended that night, 
and the same persons constituting tho portion of the church, 
and society that had left, it was proper to say of them the day 
following " they have abruptly left." It is, however, with the 
arammar that we have to do. It will be recollected that this 
criticism is made by a late President and Professor in a college, 
on the letter of the officers of the Church, and who make no 
pretensions to scholarship. When we set up his article, which 
was published in the Mail, we corrected several instances of 
bad grammar and wrong spelling, supposing they were an over 
sight, and feeling that it would be verysmall business to mention 
them. And without this criticism we should have made no allu- 
sion to the grammar of this pamphlet. Now, it may be well to 
notice some specimens. But first we notice the criticism above. 
The letter asserts that the pastor with [and] a portion of the 
Church and society have left. All can see that with fills the 
office of and in that connection. The latter would be correct. 
The former, filling precisely the same office, is beneath tho dig- 
nity of a professor to notice. Now for his grammar On p. 21 he 
says: " If all our confidential conversation is to be carried to 
one person, we had as well hare the inquisition at once." In 
what tense is had have 1 

On p. 91 he says of Dr. P., " Elder Himes came to him, and 
wished hint to give him a notice, &c. Who are the several hims 1 

On p. 11 he says, " I refused to suffer theHester-street Church 
to lift a collection for me." Also pp: 2, " allowed no collection 
to be lifted." On p. 6 we find "had sunk" applied to the ex- 
penditure of money. On same p. " bound to the Church " for 
an engagement with it See " Shift my quarters," p. 12. Pro- 
vincialisms, that are excusable in common people, are notexpect- 
ed in a professor of languages. Ou p. 2 he says : " By close ap- 
plication I was licensed to preach in the fall ofl835." Close 
application to what ?— to get a license ? so the phraseology says. 
We suppose he means that by close application to study, he w as 
so well qualified that he was liconsed, &.c. 

On p. 9, he " visited and held meetings in the various parts 
of the congregation"— moaning parts of the city where the con- 
gregation resided. On p. 13 he says, M My services in the of- 
fice had been worth something. Elder Himes' agent from [in] 
New Bedford sent on for twenty additional copies, while my 
numbers should continue. During my stay at New York, it in- 
creased I believe between thirty and forty." What increased? 
—the additional copies'! are they the antecedent of it, or does it 
refer to " numbers " or services," or his stay in New York. He 
adds : 

" So from other quarters, knowing how close had been my la- 
bors " to sustain the cause, &c. In what sense are a man's 
labors close ? What connection is there botween this and the 
preceding. 

On p. 19 he says: " The Committee was to meet and attend 
to their duties." If a verb in the singular number can agree 
with " committee," the pronoun following should also be in the 
singular. The pronoun must agree with its antecedent, a3 well 
as the verb with its nominative, in person and number. 

This might be cxte tided ad infinitum, but we forbear. 

Plagiarism. 

On p. 5 he refers to 22 articles on tho Fourth Monarchy. The 
first of this series of articles [Seo Herald, Dec 11, '47,1 contain- 
ed rules for the interpretation of Symbols. When Elder W. 
was in New England on his first visit, in the fall of -1848, Mr. 
Knight, the publisher of M Lord's Literary and Theological Jour- 
nal," in New York, intimated, in a letter to the office, that those 
rules were a plagiarism from Mr. Lord's Exposition of the Apoc- 
alypse. I conversed with Elder VV. respecting it, and he said 
he had never read that book. I immediately wrote to Mr. Knight, 
denying that his suspicions were correct I based my denial on 
the word of Mr. Weethee, and his "former high standing," 
which he spread out before us— writing Mr. K. that he was for- 
merly President, lie. &c., a Minister of the Presbyterian Church, 
&c— not then knowing the distinction between that Church and 



the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. From the letter I re- 
ceived in reply, I make the following extract: 

New York, Oct. 3, 1848. 

" Mr. Sylvester Bliss, 

Dear Sir— We wore led to believe that Mr. Weethee had pla- 
giarised the laws of syinbolization from the Expositions of tho 
Apocalypse. That it is a plagiarism, it seems to me, no one 
can doubt If you turn to the Exposition, pp. 23 to 36, you will 
see that he copied the words and phrases With little variation ; the 
number of laws arc the same, and there is but a slight difference 
except in the arrangement and omission of a part of the terms 
in which they are expressed. So manifest was the plagiarism 
that two gentlemen gave Mr. Lord notice of it, and purposed at 
the time to write to you and remonstrate with you, or warn you 
against a correspondent who took such liberties. That he drew 
the laws from the Exposition, was obvious also from the articles 
that followed, which exhibited the most abundant proofs that he 
did not understand their meaning: he advanced a number of 
views that were wh illy inconsistent with them, and betrayed a 
palpable misconception of the subject. 

Very respectfully, yours &c. 

Franklin Knight." 

On turning to thoso pages of the Apocalypse, the origin of 
those rules was obvious. I read the letter to Mr. Weethee and 
asked him, " Had you never seen the Exposition of Mr. Lord ?" 
He said he saw it in a book store in Cincinnati, but did not de- 
Tote much attention to it. " Did you notice those Laws of In- 
terpretation in it ?" He said he might have seen them ; but ad- 
ded that we are " eclectics," and cannot always tell where we 
get our ideas. As we read, that which makes a favorable im- 
pression on the mind is retained ; and as we receive from differ- 
ent sources, we forget where we received each individual idea ; 
and whon we express ourselves on corresponding subjects, we 
present them in words of our own. The agreement in the No. 
of Laws and the phraseology, with a marked awkwardness of 
his in explaining it, gave ine some uneasiness ; but an " act of 
this kind, being so contrary to the tenor of his past life "—as he 
narrated his autobiography — I thought " should be sustained by 
the clearest testimony." I received his explanation, and attrib- 
uted his hesitation to what I then considered to be a natural 
modest reserve on his part. I banished the subject from my mind, 
and my brethren were none the wiser for it 

It hardly occurred to me again, until I read the proof for the 
Herald of April 6, 1850, where he presents a synopsis of Laws 
under a different arrangement, and says: "Some of them are 
original, others are drawn from the familiar expositions of Mr. 
Miller, and from a work by Dunbar, as also from the writings of 
Mr. D. JV. Lord, of New York." And again : " Much credit is 
due Mr. Lord, for the ability and research ho has displayed in 
his writings on the Scripture figures and symbols." I called 
Bro. Himes' attention to it, and asked if he recollected the con- 
versation I had, as above referred to, in his and Mrs. Himes' pres- 
ence ? He did ; hut in tho overabundance of his charity which 
hopeth all things and thinketh no evil in any, simply replied : 
" We aro all human." 

It is a singular coincidence, that the first article he wrote for 
the Herald, contained those Laws, and also the last. Tho com- 
mittee of three — " triumvirate," Elder N. calls that number in the 
pamphlet— had been appointed, and he ceased to furnish any 
more copy. When asked the reason, he said his health would 
not permit. 

The above is a true statement according to the best of my rec- 
ollection, which seldom fails me. Sylvester Bliss. 
Boston, Sept. 9, 1850. 



Comparison with Vtof. Webster. 

Prof. Weethee compares it to " the case of a noted criminal," 
Prof. Webser, " coming into Court with all the demeanor of a 
lord — interposing his speeches on every occasion, using the most 
insulting language towards the president judge and the Court," 
and presenting a paper to the following import ; p. 39: 
"Presiding Judge, — 

" I have taken my case out of Court, and put it in the hands 
of some special friends of my own choice, who will see that jus- 
tice is done me. They are now in session on the case at my 
house ; if you, judge, have any thing to present, you will appear 
before that body. [Signed] Webster." 

Do men of sense see any wit or argument in the comparison ? 
If we were in the habit of drawing such comparisons, we could 
without drawing materially on the imagination, picture a more 
imposing resemblance between Prof. Webster and another Prof. 
W. 

Let us attempt a fancy sketch : Prof. Webster had a benefactor, 
a true friend of his ; so had another Prof. W. Prof. Webster ob- 
tained the situation he filled through the instrumentality of his 
benefactor ; — so did the other. Prof. Webster demanded other 
favors of his benefactor ;— So did the other. Prof. Webster, not 
succeeding as he could wish, began to entertain evil thoughts 
against his benefactor ;— so did the other. Prof. Webster laid a 
plan, which was to be kept a profound secret from his benefac- 
tor, until the moment arrived when he should hold an appointed 
conference with him at a given place ; — so did the other. The 
design of Prof. Webster was to become possessed of certain pa- 
pers in the possession of his benefactor; — the other wished to 
change the control of newspapers and other property. Prof. 
VVebster, in the opinion of all the Sabbath School children in the 
city, was trying to kill his benefactor ;— " Even the Sabbath 
School children," says the other— after hearing only a portion of 
the enormity of the other case—" go to their homes and say he is 
trying [figuratively] to kill " his brother.— p. 26. Prof. Webster 
d id kill his benefactor ;— so did not the other. Here the parallel 
ceases. We shall therefore have to conclude that Prof. Webster 
was not the guilty criminal supposed— that he only tried to kill, 
but could not— no fault of his that he did not. Well, Dr.- Park- 
man lives. The blow stunned, it did not destroy him. He is 
overwhelmed at the scene he had passed through. His brain 
grows gididy. He exclaims — Somebody has been attempt- 
ing some secret workings on me. Prof. Webster emerges from 
his hiding place, perfectly astonished that his plan has hot suc- 
ceeded—unable to account for his failure. His first thought is, 
" I have been betrayed ;* some stupid fellow has got hold of my 
scheme and run to my benefactor with it, he was on his guard 
and warded off the blow. What shall I do ? Will not my poor 
pate have to suffer?" Such might have been his first im- 
pression. But he plucks up courage and says, "I am the one 
referred to in the papers, who had the interview with Dr. Park- 
man on Friday ; the somebody referred to means me ;— so said 
the other when the agency of some nameless person was an- 
nounced in " Secret workings." Prof. Webster was suspected ; 
—so was the other. Prof. Webster declared his innocence of 
any attempt on the person of his benefactor; — the other solemnly 
affirmed that "he had not thought to hurt a hair of his head." 
Prof. Webster pleaded the improbability of his connection with 
any such deed of darkness, on the ground of his previous good 
character ; — the other said, "Any act of this kind, being so con- 
trary to the whole tenor of our past lives, should not be credited, 
unless sustained by tho clearest testimony."— p. 1. Prof. Web- 
ster sent to the city where he had resided, "and obtained the testi- 
mony of his neighbors, that they never knew him to c unmit a 
crime like that of which he was charged ;— so did the other.— pp. 
3. Prof. VVebster was brought to trial for his offence ;— not so 
the other. He, more fruitful in expedients, himself assumes 
the ermine, summons a jury of fellow conspirators, and holds 
a mock tribunal, calling it the "Supreme Court which God has 
established,"— p. 39— hoping thus to turn off attention from 
himself, and consummate his intended purpose. Prof. Webster 
feared justice ;— the other has not told us his fears. Profc Web- 
ster filially confessed after he was found out, that he did have 
something to do with it, but denied that it was premeditated ;— 
so does the other. Prof. Webster attempted to paliate the enor- 
mity of his offence, by pleading that his benefactor had grossly in- 
sulted him ;— more gross insults than the other had received, he 
could not conceive of or believo men of any sense could. Prof. 
Webster did not acquit himself in that way ;— nor did the other. 
Prof. Webster was regarded as guilty by all impartial readers;— 
the other is hearing the verdict in his case. 

Would a fancy sketch, like the above, if unprovoked— and 
were it not provoked, wo should scorn the comparison — be con- 
sidered no insult? or not equal to the one claimed to have been 
given ? Comparisons like these are games of skill, in which the 
" pawns" are living coals, and the unskilful player suddenly 
finds himself checkmated with his fingers burnt 

" It is a great error, in speaking of the moral lessons to be 
drawn from the fate of Dr. Webster, not to dwell upon it, in a 
particular manner, as a most impressive admonition against du- 
plicity and dissimulation, and in favor of cultivating an abhor- 
rence for all the arts of indirection." — JV. Y. Post. 

* He said on his arrest, " The villain ! ho has betrayed me !" 



A Charge of Forger r« 

Ob p. 117 he says, " The letter in the Herald of July 27, is 
suspicious. There are many reasons for this conclusion. We 
doubt that it is either genuine or authentic" The following is the 
letter referred toj 

" Boston, July 1, 1850. 

B»o. Hijies:— As onr late pastor, with a part of our church 
and society, have abruptly left us, without giving notice, till the 
hour they "decided to leave, we as the officers of theChardoR st 
Church and society, being left destitute, request you to supply 
our pulpit next Sabbath, and after, as the church and society 
may desire. John Lang, John Emejuon, Elders. 

" W. West, James Kelsev, 

"Peter Hsbast, Deacons. 

" Wm. L. Hopkinson, Sec'y. " W. West, PresH Soe 
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II it is neither " genuine nor authentic," it must he a forgery. 
He intimates on p. 118 that it is the work of "the author of 
the notes, Mr. A. Hale, Mr. Himes' lawyer." He was not the 
writer of the notes, and never saw the Ms. of the letter. If it is 
not genuine the names of six men have been forged. Those men 
are all ready to certify that that document was originated in their 
presence, at a meeting, on July 1, of the officers of the Church 
and society, at Which it purports to be, and not at a meeting of 
the society as Elder W. asserts. 

The following document on p. 38 of the pamphlet is neither 
authentic, nor genuine. 
"Elder Weethee,— 

" I have called a Council of ministers and brethren to whom I 
have committed my case, who are now in session, at My house, 
in Bow Street, ChahlSstown. If* you haye any matters 
to present, you will appear before them. 

[Signed] J - ^. Himes." 

The follovviug is the letter sent—as per original : 

Boston, June 24. 

Bro. Weethee ; 

I hereby notify you that a council of Elders will meet at my 
residence, 25 Bow st., CharlestoWn. this evening, to investigate 
the charges prefered against me by Elder Needham. The course 
that has been taken by parties concerned, lays me under the ne- 
cessity of resorting to this last mode of obtaining such an in- 
vestigation as may be satisfactory to the brethren generally. 

There will be liberty to introduce any testimony bearing on 
the case. Yours, f. V. Himes. 

What right had he to append the name of J, V. Himes to a doc- 
ument he never signed f What shall we think of the " con- 
science " of a man who publishes such a letter as the substance 
of the one sent? This comparing H. to the convict Webster on 
p. 39, and himself to Judge Shaw, will be duly appreciated and 
replied to in another place. 

"Was there any thing necessarily offensive in the notice which 
was sent? That Prof. W. should say of it, "I appeaJ to any 
man of common sense, or of any sense, if he could have offer- 
ed a higher insult ?" Is it the judgment of men of sense, that 
no insult could exceed it ? 

Note.— The article on the charge of forgery should have preceded 
the article on the comparison with Webster. 



Violation of Jefferson's Manual. 

On p. 33, speaking of the time when he acted as chairman oi 
a meeting of the officers of the Church, when Bro. Lang had 
been chosen by the officers as their chairman, and charges against 
Bro. H., were to be considered, he says, " It will be seen, so far, 
that I violated no rules of any deliberative bodies. If any doubt, 
I refer them to Jefferson's or Cushing's Manual." What has 
Jefferson's or Cushing's manual, respecting the action of deliber- 
ative legislative bodies, to do with the meeting of the officers of 
the Church ? It is the first time we ever heard those referred to 
in any Church action. We are making progress. In Elder Wee- 
thee's " Armageddon," he thus complains that Churches refer to 
such : " In their legislative bodies they have adopted political 
forms. In our country, Jefferson's Manual is the guide in the 
large Church deliberative assemblies ; so that a member unac- 
quainted with that system is a mere cypher." After his writing 
this, what was our surprise to see him bringing one of these 
Manuals into Church meeting! If, however, he had not been 
unacquainted with his Manual, he would have known that no 
person is allowed to preside or to vote in a case in which he is 
personally interested. The authority to which he refers decides 
against himself. 

Again, speaking of the meeting of the committee and officers 
of the church he says same page, " ' An indefinite adjourn- 
ment is equivalent to a dissolution.'— See Cushing's Manual, p. 
G7." It is for a deliberative body, but not for a meeting of the 
committee or officers of a body. There is his oversight. A com- 
mittee is never discharged, till the body appointing, discharges 
them. Their chairman can again call them together at any time. 
The session, and not the body, is dissolved. Even the legisla- 
ture of a State, and the Congress of the U. S., when adjourning 
without day, may be called together at any time— the former by 
the Governor, the latter by the President.— See all the extra 
sessions. Those referring to Jefferson's or Cushing's Manual 
should be more familiar " with that system." 

He says: " Their adjourning sine die cut off the possibility of 
a report." This is another violation of Jefferson. The body ap- 
pointing a committee to do a given work and report, can hold 
their conimitto to a report till they discharge them. Says Elder 
W. " Had the body voted to dismiss the charges as unworthy of 
notice, and directed the Chairman to make this report to the 
Church, he (Elder H.) would then have secured an important 
point in this whole matter." Elder W. was determined to de- 
feat this ; so he takes the chair from the one appointed by the 
committee— a man 20 years his senior, and one of the oldest 
members of the Church and its oldest officer — takes the ground 
that the chairman can alone report— refuses to permit a report 
from the other members, and makes no report himself! Will 
such a man refer to Jefferson's Manual? He would not thus 
refer those familiar with that system. That committee has not 
yet reported, although the Church, when appointing them, di- 
rected them to report. This direction to report was omitted on 
the Church records by Mr. Wood, the then Secretary, Who ac- 
knowledged the error of the record before Elders N. and W., but 
did not correct it. The committee appointed to examine and re- 
port, is not absolved from its obligation to report, till the body- 
appointing shall absolve them. 

Another specimen of his familiarity with Jefferson, is found on 
p. 35. He refuses at a Church meeting, to put a motion regularly 
made and seconded, because "it came from a wrong source. 
The course he (Elder Himes) had taken . . . made it out of order 
fi>r a friend of his, by his special request, or otherwise, to intro- 
duce and insist on such a motion " — i. c'., to allow Elder H. a 
hearing! By what rule of Jefferson's Manual is that conclusion 
arrived at ? By that rule a presiding officer might decide a man 
to have taken a wrong course, and then by virtue of that decis- 
ion, might refuse to put any motion which would do him justico, 
on the ground that the one making it was a friend of the one to 
be crushed : That is the state of the present case, and is an ex- 
ercise of power not known in the usage of New England Church- 
es. According to Jefferson, a presiding officer is bound to put to 
vote every motion regularly made and seconded by members of 
the body in session. 

He adds p. 3G — 

"My second reason for my decision, was, that these seven were 
not the first charges. That the first charges were made publicly 
against me, by Elder Himes, as found in Hie article in the ' Herald ' 
of May lfcfth, entu led 'More Secret Workings.' That although lhat 
article had no name, yet it was clear that someperson or persons 
were severely charged, and that he had, among friends in iNew York, 
among members of my church, made that article as definite as 
though he had stated 1 charge Weethee and iSeedhain with such 
acts. That these charges bear dale from the issue of the 'Her- 
ald,' Thursday, May loth, and were made publicly, and sent into my 
Church, through that paper, while the seven bear dale Thursday, 
May 23d, and were the result of the course taken by Elder himes in 
those charges." 

There is logic. Elders W. and N. circulate stories against 
Elder Himes. Elder H. publishes that somebody is circulating 
stories against him. Elder N. prefers the charges he and VV. 
have circulated. Then Elder H. wants a trial to have a decision 
of his guilt or innocence. But no ! those are not the first charges 
—he can not have a hearing on them until it is first decided 
whether his statement is true that somebody has circulated them, 
which decision comes from the presiding officer, who fears his 
own conduct will be exposed, and controls the action of the 
body by refusing to put any motion which is not pleasing to him- 
selt 1 And why ? 0, the motion is made by a friend of the par- 
ty accused and not of the chair; and because the chairman de- 
clares that a statement that stories are being circulated, is a 
charge which is prior to and must take precedence of the stories 
which had been before circulated, and had been formally pre- 
sented, as charges '. 

He says p. 44 : 

" His representing me. as appealing to the house from my own de- 
cision, is certainly very simple ; and being accustomed for twelve 
years to preside over various bodies, civil as well as religious, it 
would certainly be a reflection on ihose bodies lor selecting such a 
President." 

In 1837 Bro. Bliss was President of a Literary Society in Hart- 
ford, of which the present Governor of that State, the Senator 
from the first district, and other men of standing in that State, 
were members, and constant in their attendance at its weekly 
meetings which were governed by the parliamentary rules adopt- 
ed by the House of Representatives of the United States. Yet 
he would not think of referring to himself for authority in a de- 
cision of his own. 

W. decides that the meetings held to reconcile and set- 
tle matters are strictly meetings of Church officers, and not 
of a committee. Yet he admits there were more than the 
officers in the last meeting, J. G. Hamblin not being a Church 
officer, yet says " the room was cleared of all spectators," there- 
fore he was one of the committee, as one of the officers was the 
other, and thus a mixed committee done the voting to add the 
officers that evening before spectators left. This being done, he 
assumes the chair, having previously stated that he was a party 
concerned, and as much interested as Br. Himes. Then they 
vote to dismiss the charges, and adjourn sine die. Now if they 
were not a committee, as W. says, could not the officers report 
their doings to the church ? Again, if to adjourn sine die " dis- 
solves," were those officers dissolved ? Have they not acted 
since ? 

Further, if " Officers of the Church," was it proper for W., 
the acknowled opponent of H., to assume the chair, and then 
argue and decide questions of order against him ? W. also says 




their business was to settle between H. and Weethee, and give 
the letter sent to Needham to come as proof, which specifies 
the charges of Needham as the business, and says nothing of 
H. at all ! Once more a committee is not the body, but 
an agent appointed and accountable to the body until they are re- 
leased: thus W. applied a rule of the Manual for the body to a 
mere agent of the body. 

Finally, a chairman can report, and should if asked; but a 
majority, or even a minority, can report to the body, if the Chair 
or a majority refuse, yet W. decides that it is dead, the committee 
dissolved, and that there could be no report ! and appeals to Jeffer- 
son's Manual. Yet "It is dead unless taken up de novo." Well, 
in the Church, Bro. Hopkinson's notice is made " to take up" 
those charges. Now this is "de novo," and W. had just decided 
this might bedone; but the chair not knowing what to do, let it 
be discussed one whole evening, and part of two more, without 
stating it, putting it, or deciding it, and then decided the motion 
out of order, which he at last decided to be in order! and also pref- 
aced it, with the declaration and argument, that he was a party 
concerned as much as J. V. Himes. 

Yet the same evening, as though to cap the climax of rapid 
contradiction and absurdity, the same Chair, after Himes left, con- 
siders it in order to take up what was " dead " and " out of or- 
der," and " begin the trial of J. V. Himes," by adopting a reso- 
lution in his (W's.) hand writing, asking the Church to take up 
his (W's) character, and defend him, which they did; and thus 
disqualified him for Chairman and them for jury. 

So much for reference to Jefferson's Manual ! 
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THE ADVENT HERALD. 

This paper having now been published since March, 1840, the ten 
years of its past existence are a sufficient guaranty of its future 
course, while it may be needed as a chronicler of the signs of the 
times, and an exponent of prophecy 

The object of this periodical is to discuss the great question of the 
age in which we live-The near approach of the Fifth Universal 
.Monarchy; in which the kingdom under the whole heaven shall be 
given to the saints of the Most High, for an everlasting possession. 
Also to take note of such passing events as mark the present time ; 
and to hold up before all men a faithful and affectionate warning to 
flee from the wrath to come. 

The course we have marked out for the future, is to give in the 
columns of the Herald— I. The best thoughts from the pens of origi- 
nal writers, illustrative of the prophecies. 2. Judicious selections 
from the best authors extant, of an instructive and practical nature. 
3. A well selected summary of foreign and domestic intelligence, 
and 4. A department for correspondents, where, from the familiar 
letters of those who have the good of the cause at heart, we may 
learn the state of its prosperity in different sections of the country. 

The principles prominently presented, will be those unanimously 
adopted by the " Mutual General Conference of Adventists," held at 
Albany, N. Y., April 29, 1345 ; and which are in brief- 

I. The Regeneration of this earth by Fire, and its Restoration to 
its Eden beauty. 

II. The Personal Advent of Christ at the commencement of the 
Millennium. 

III. His Judgment of the Quick and Dead at his Appearing and 
Kingdom. 

IV. His Reign on the Earth over the Nations of the Redeemed. 

V. The Resurrection of those who Sleep in Jesus, and the Change 
of the Living Saints, at the Advent. 

VI. The Destruction of the Living Wicked from the Earth at that 
event, and their confinement under chains of darkness till the Sec- 
ond Resurrection. 

VII. Their Resurrection and Judgment, at the end of the Millen- 
nium, and consignment to everlasting punishment. 

VIII. The bestownient of Immortality, (in the Scriptural, and not 
the secular use of this word,) through Christ, at the Resurrection. 

IX. The New Earth the Eternal Residence of the Redeemed. 

X. We are living in the space of time between the sixth and sev 
enth trumpets, denominated by the angel " quickly :" " The sec- 
ond woe is past ; and behold the third woe cometh quickly"— Rev. 
11:14— the time in which we may look for the crowning consumma- 
tion of the prophetic declarations. 

These views we propose to sustain by the harmony and letter of 
the inspired Word, the faith of the primitive church, the fulfilment 
of prophecy in history, and the aspects of the future. We shall en- 
deavor, by the Divine help, to present evidence, and answer objec- 
tions, and meet the difficulties of candid inquiry, in a manner becom- 
ing the questions we discuss ; and so as to approve ourselves to 
every man's conscience in the sight of God^ 

These are great practical questions. If indeed the Kingdom of 
God is at hand, it becometh all Christians to make efforts for re- 
newed exertions, during the little time allotted them for labor in the 
Master's service It becometh them also to examine the Scriptures 
of truth, to see if these things are so. What saith the Scriptures ? 
Let them speak ; and let us reverently listen to their enunciations. 



A WORD TO ADVENTISTS. 

Beloved Brethren : — We all share in the deep 
trial recently brought upon us by " false brethren." 
Our hearts have been wounded, and we have been well 
nigh prostrated under the calamity. It was unexpec- 
ted — it came as a " snare," and from an unexpected 
quarter. Yet, by the grace of God we have been 
sustained. " Hitherto, the Lord hath helped us." 
God has permitted this mysterious and sore trial to 
come upon us, and we must bow with submission and 
patience. 

Beloved brethren, we do not wonder that some of 
you should suppose that this catastrophe is all 
against us. The unbelieving, and the timid " trem- 
ble for the Ark of God." But you should remember 
that such things are common to all great and good 
causes. That men should rise up among us and 
make division, and not " spare the flock," that " all 
manner of evil should be spoken against " the faithful 
shepherds who seek the good of the flock, and davote 
their life, and their all to the interest of the Church, 
is no new, or strange thing. The Church has suf- 
fered in this way in all ages, and from similar ele- 
ments. 

This trial however has brought us to a new era in 
the history of the Advent movement. It has united 
all the opposition, both within and without. Ex- 
tremes meet, disaffected Adventists and scoffers of all 
classes are able at least, for once, to sing : 
" Lo what an entertaining sight, 
Are brethren who agree." 
Now is the time for the true hearted to show them- 
selves, and " quit themselves like men." All should 
understand their position and duty. Each fill the 
place that Piovidence has assigned them. And soon, 
if we are faithful, God will repair the breach, and 
send us prosperity. 

The great work before us still, is to illustrate the 
prophetic word, and show that the time of Zion's 
deliverance is at hand. But it does not end here. 
The moral precepts of the Gospel must be enforced ; 
the duties of self-denial, and holy living must be im- 
pressed on all. Our religion is vain, unless it is 
characterized by the graces of the Spirit, by open 



and honest dealing with men, as well as supreme love 
to God. 

We must give our support to an intelligent and 
holy ministry. One that will seek the good of the 
flock, and in all things promote the purity, and peace 
of Zion ; instead of seeking their own aggrandize- 
ment, honor, or ease. We must, also, give our snp- 
port to scriptual, spiritual, and well disciplined 
churches. Churches that will expose wicked men, 
both in the ministry and membership; and protect the 
right. Churches that shall be nurseries for the 
lambs of Christ, and a blessing to all. 

We should labor to become more established in 
the great and glorious doctrines of the Advent, and 
not bo " carried about by divers and strange doc- 
trines." " Be steadfast and unmovable." Let us 
seek to strengthen the ties of Christian brotherhood 
among the true-hearted, and love one another even 
as Christ has loved us. 

Finally, let us arouse ourselves and enter the mis- 
sionary field anew. Let us labor with more zeal and 
constancy ; and give with a more liberal hand, to 
promote and extend the cause. Let us unitedly im- 
plore the outpouring of the Spirit of God, and seek 
for the revival of his work, and the conversion of 
souls ; and God shall be with us, and give us glori- 
ous success the " little while" we have to labor here. 



A Few words in Conclusion. 

We find that we need no apology to the tried friends 
of the cause, for devoting so much space to this very 
unpleasant business. We are aware that it is a pain- 
ful subject to all, and it is no less painful to us ; yet 
we are also confident that every lover of righteousness, 
feels the necessity of fully and fairly meeting the 
many slanderous reports which have been so indus- 
triously circulated against us. Our relation to the 
cause demands this. This reply might have filled 
less space, had there been more time to prepare it, 
but it has been all compiled in less than two weeks, 
in reply to a pamphlet which was three months in be- 
ing concocted. Our brethren now have the bane, and 
the antidote. We have not room to sum up accord- 
ing to the merits of the case, each will have to do 
this for himself. We cannot however, refrain from 
asking, were we wrong in our suspicions respecting 
the movement planned . ! Did we give utterance to a 
thought, in the article on " Secret Workings " which 
their developments have not fully justified 1 Also, 
will the brethren sustain men in such a conspiracy as 
that developed in the pamphlet and presented in these 
letters ] We know that no friend of truth , and right- 
eousness, will sustain such duplicity? Oh, no ! Did 
we suppose that one man of honor could, we should 
know that he was under a hallucination ! But what 
shall be done with these bretnren'! We do not 
wish to stir up your minds against them ; though 
they have tried to crush. VVe would rather you 
would remember them at the throne of grace, 
and pray God that they may be led to see the 
enormity of their course, and retrace their steps, and 
by true repentance and deep humility of soul, undo 
the deep wrong they have done, and heal the wounds 
of the bleeding cause. 



The Supplement, 



In two Nos., which we send to all our subscribers 
this week free, is distinct from the Herald. But as 
the extra expense will be about $250, we have no 
doubt but many will Lei it a privilege to aid us. We 
have suffered much in the office by the recent most 
unrighteous crusade against us ; and this extra ex- 
pense in our further defence will much embarrass us. 
Our enemies have given by the $50, and $100, to 
destroy us. If we have any friends who are able to 
aid in time of need, it will soon be known. 

We have replied to the principal slanders of our 
accusers, but have been prevented, from a want of 
room from noticing many things in the " pamphlet," 
and in G. Needham's letters. If it should be neces- 
sary, we shall dispose of them as we have of these, 
for they are equally as false, and can be as easily re- 
futed. The Chardon-street Church will speak soon. 

Those who send donations, should state the object 
for which they are made, and they will be applied 
accordingly. 

Our F uture Labors. — Providence permitting, 
we shall devote some time in Connecticut in the 
month of October; and in November and December 
shall visit Western New York. Notice hereafter. 



The next regular Herald, will be issued on the 
27th. Our Correspondents will remember us at this 
time. Send us your rich communications. Let them 
be pure from all personalities and reference to local 
difficulties. The pa8t should be forgotten. Cheer up, 
and begin anew in the work of God. 



The Delay, of our defence, was caused by its 
great length, and the difficulty we had in obtaining 
important correspondence and not by threats of prose- 
cution, &c. We are not easily intimidated by threats 
of that nature. Our review, was all prepared last 
week. The delay was unavoidable, and we hope 
our friends will pardon it. 



flS^ Those brethren and Churches who have spoken in 
our defence, will see by a careful examination of the 
" supplement," that they have nothing to take back. 
The plot is much worse than they, or even we sup- 
posed. 



There will be a Camp-meeting in Westford, on the land of 
Mr. Abijah Fletcher, within one hundred rods of the West- 
ford depot, to commence Sept. 24th, and continue over the 
Sabbath. VVe extend an invitation to all our brethren in this 
region to attend. Brethren who can, will bring their tents, 
and put them up the day before the meeting. Those who 
come from Boston, Salem, Lynn, will come via Lowell ; 
those from Worcester and Fitchburg, via Groton Junction, 
and those from Concord, Manchester, and Nashua, will stop 
at North Chelmsford, where they will take the Stony Brook 
cars for Westford. The committee will have a boarding- 
tent on the ground. Horse keeping on reasonable terms. 

Per order of committee. F. H. Be rick. 



Bro. J. Hazelton's Post-office address is Nashville, N. H. 



APPOINTMENTS, &e. 



As our paper is made ready for the press on Wednesday, appoint 
ments must be received, at the latest, by Tuesday evening ; other- 
wise, they cannot be inserted until the following week. 

A general Conference of believers in the speedy advent of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the second lime, will be held, Provi- 
dence permuting, at Albany, New Vork, in the Advent chapel, 
Blount's Building, corner of South Pear? and Stale-streets, (entrance 
on Pearl,} commencing on Wednesday, Sept. a5, at 74 p m, and con- 
tinuing till Sabbath, t9tb, three meetings each day." Preaching by 
Elders J. V. Himes, I. E. Jones, E. Burnhnm, and others. 

In calling this conference, we have two distinct objects in view : 
1st— By a protracted meeting to afford opportunity to all who will 
attend, to become well instructed in the subjects appertaining to 
" that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ," in 
addition to abundant time and opportunity for social conference, ex- 
hortation, and prayer. 2-By a conference of the fr iends of the cause 
in Albany and that region, lo advise and counsel for a more efficient 
and systematic effort to warn, instruct, and save our perishing fel- 
low-beings. W ill not our friends,— the friends of the Advent caVe 
— in all that region,-fiom Otsego, Scholiarrie, Herkimer, Fulton, 
Saratoga counties, and so on lo Albany and Troy,— attend ? All that 
can be done shall be done, to Accommodate friends from abroad with 
homes. Friends will be called on to contribute, as the Lord has 
blessed them, to defray the expenses of the Conference. But above 
all, let there be much fervent and effectual prayer for the blessin" of 
God on the means ; for all will be vain without lhat. 

H. II. Ghoss. 

A Conference will be held in the Union house, Morrisville, Vl 
commencing on Thursday, Sept. i'Cth, at 2 pm, and continue over 
Sunday. Brn. 1. If. Shipman and A. Stowe are engaged to attend 
Brethren from all sections are earnestly invited to come. 

Hiram Bingham. 

There will be a Conference in Allenstown, N. H., to commence 
on Friday, Sept. i7lh, atlO am, and continue over the Sabbath 
Brn. D. Churchill and J. Couch will attend. John Clark. 

A Conference will be held in Loudon Village, N. H., com 
mencing on Friday, Sept. 27th, at 2 o'clock p. m., and con- 
tinue over Sunday. Bio. Osier and myself will attend. For 
the brethren. J. Dahiels. 

Bio. D. T. Taylor, jr., will preach in Morristown, Sept. 
24th ; Montgomery Centre, 25th ; Enosburgh (near Bro. 
Coles' — Bro. C. appoint), 26th and 27th ; Sampsonville, 
Sunday, 29th ; Svvanton Falls, 30th, and Oct. 1st ; Bay 
Shore, 2d ; Clarenceville, 3d ; Alburgh city, 4th ; Rouses' 
Point, Sunday, 6th ; Champlain, Sunday, lath. The above 
(Sundays excepted) in the afternoon or evening, or both, as 
the brethren may appoint. 

Bro. N. Pease will preach in Erving Sept. 24th ; Athol 
26th ; New Salem, 28th and 29th ; Granby, Oct. 1st ; Chi- 
copee Falls, 3d; Thouipsonville, 6th. 

Bro. P. Hawkes will preach in Pleasant Valley, Ct., Sun- 
day, Sept. 22d, and in the vicinity (as Bro. Ripley may ap- 
point) during the week ; Blandford, Mass., Sunday, 29th. 

Bro. N. Billings will preach at Lawrence Oct. 25th, at 
71 (subject, the importance of Sacred Music), and remain 
over the Sabbath ; Marlboro', SaLbath, f\ov. 3d ; Holden, 
Friday evening, 8th (on Sacred Music), and remain over the 
Sabbath. 

Bro. R. V. Lyon will preach in Abington, Ct., Sunday, 
Sept. 22d ; Enfield (Jawbuck society), 28th, 7 1-2 p m ; 
Chicopee, Mass., Sunday, 29th. 

Bro. Ira Wyman will preach in Granby, Mass., Sept 24th; 
Chicopee Falls, 25th; Cabotville, 26th; Springfield, 27th; 
in the evenings. Jamaica, Vt., Sunday, the 29th ; Grafton, 
Oct. 1st, at 7 p M ; Mount Holly, 2d, 7pm; Shrewsbury, 
3d, do ; Bristol, Sunday, 6th. 

Bro. B. P. Manning will preach in Meredith Neck Oct. 
6th, and Meredith Centre the 8th, at 6 pm, where Bro. Vea- 
zey may appoint. 

Bro. S. W. Bishop will preach in Ashfield, Mass., Sun- 
day, 22d ; Wilmington, Vt., 23d, 7pm; Rawsonville, 26th, 
7pm; Shrewsbury, Sunday, 29th. 

Bro. J. Cummiugs will preach in Manchester, N. H., 
Thursday, 26th, at 7 P M ; Lawrence, Mass., Friday, 27th, 
do ; South Andover, Sunday, 29th ; Marblehead, Oct. 1st, 
at 7 p m. 

Bro. Osier will preach in Manchester, N. H., Monday 
evening, Sept. 23d ; Concord, 24th ; Loudon, 25th ; Na- 
shua, 30th ; Lowell, Oct. 1st ; Lawrence, 2d. Will breth- 
ren arrange accordingly. 

Bro. N. Hervey will preach in Clinton Sunday, Sept. 22d. 

Elder King S. Hastings will preach at New Brittain, Ct., 
Saturday evening, Sept. 28th, and Sabbath 29th ; Bristol, 
Ct., Sabbath evening, at W. Dayton's, or S. Tuttle's, Litch- 
field, Ct., Monday evening, 30th ; Ruxbury, Ct., Oct. 1st ; 
(Rest of notices next week.) 



AGENTS FOR THE HERALD. 



Albany, N. Y.-F. Gladding. Ill 

Jeif'erson-street. 
Auburn, N. H. L. Smith. 
Buffalo, " W. M. Palmer. 
Cincinnati, O.— Joseph Wilson. 
Derby Line, Vt.— S. 1< oster, jr. 
Detroit, Mich.— L. Armstrong. 
jLddingtou, Me.— Thos. Smith. 
(ilanvitle Annap., i\. S.— Elias 

Woodworth. 
Hallowe/l, Me.— I. C. Wellcome 
Hartjord, Ut.— Aaron Clapp. 
Homer, N. Y.— J. L. Clapp. 
Lockport, IN. V— H. Hobbins. 
Lowell, Mass.— E. H. Adams. 
Low Hampton, N. Y.— L>. Bos 

worth. 

Massena, N. Y.— J. Danforth 



Milwaukee, W is.-Saml. Brown. 
NewBedJord, Mass.-li.V. Lavis. 
JSewbunji-ort, " Lea. J. l ear- 

son, sr., W ater-street. 
New York City.-Wm. Tracy, 75 

Delaiicey-street. 
N. Hmugfieid, Vt.-L. Kimball. 
Philadelphia, l a. — J. JLitch, 1G 

Chester-street. 
Portland, Me— 1'eter J ohnsoii, 37 

Summer-street. 
Providence, K.l.-G. R. Gladding. 
Rochester, IN. Y.— VYm. Busby. 
Salem, Mass.— L. Osier. 
Toronto, C. VV .—J0. Campbell. 
Waterloo, Shefl'orcf, C. E. — E. 

Hutchinsou. 
Worcester, Ms.-D. F.Wetherbee. 



Fob Great Britain and Ireland.-R. Robertson, Esq , No 1 
Berwick l'lace, Grange Road, Bermonusey, Loudon 



AYER'S CHERRY PECTORAL, 

FOR THE CURE OF 

Hoarseness, Bronchitis, Whooping- Cough, Croup, 
Asthma, and Consumption. 

IN offering to the community this justly celebrated remedy for dis- 
eases ol the throat and lungs, it is not our wish to trifle with Ihe 
lives or health ol the afflicted, but frankly to lay before them the 
opinions ol distinguished men, and some of the evidences oi its suc- 
cess, from which they can judge lor themselves. We sincerely 
pledge ourselves to make no wild assertions or litlse statements of 
its ehicacy, nor will we hold out any hope lo suffering humanity 
which tacts will not warrant. Many proofs are here given, and we 
solicit an inquiry from the public into all we publlbh, feeling assured 
they will find them perfectly reliable, and the medicine worthy their 
best confidence and patronage. 

From Benj. Silliman, M. D., L. L. D., ire., 
Professor of Chemistry, Mineralogy, &c, Yale Colle»e, Member of 
the Lit. Hist. Med. Phil, and Scien. Societies olAmeriea and Europe. 

" I deem the Cherry Pectoral an admirable composition from 
some of the best articles in the Materia Medica, and a very etifcctive 
remedy for the class of diseases it is intended to cure 

" JNew Haven, (Jt., Nov. 1, lil!)." 

From Prof. Cleaveland,of B&wdoin College, Me. 
" I have witnessed the effects of your Cherry Pectoral in my own 
family and that of my friends,- and it gives me satisfaction to slate in 
its favor, that no medicine 1 have ever known has proved so emi- 
nently successful hi curing diseases of the throat and lungs." 

From Rev. Dr. Osgood. 

He writes " that he considers the Cherry Peetoral the best medi- 
cine fiprpu .nonary affections ever given to the public," and states 
that his daughter, after being obliged to keep the room four months 
with a severe, settled cough, accompanied by raising of blood, night 
sweats, and the attendant symptoms of consumption, commenced 
the use of the Cherry Sectoral, and had completely recovered." 

Hear the Patient. 

Dr. Ayer-Dear Sir:-For two years I was afflicted with a very 
severe cough, accompanied by spitting of blood, and profuse night 
sweats. By the advice of my attending physician, I was induceifto 
use your Cherry Pectoral, and continued to do so til] 1 considered 
myself cured, and ascribe the effect to yuur.preparation. 

James Randall. 
Hampden ss. Springpeld, Nov. 27 t la4b. 
this day appeared the above named James Randall, and pro- 
nounced the above statement true iu every respect. 

Lorenzo Norton,, Justice. 
The Remedy that Cures. 

Dr. Ayer:— I have been long afflicted with asthma,, which grew 
yearly worse until last autumn,. when it brought on a cough which 
confined me iu my chamber, and began to assume the alarming 
symptoms of consumption. 1 had tried the best advice and the best 
medicine to no purpose, until I used your Cherry Pectoral, which 
has cured me, and you may well believe me Gratefully yours, 

Portland, Me., Jan. 10, 1(*47. j. jj, Phelps. 

Prepared by J. C. AYER, Chemist, Lowell, Mass., and sold by 
Druggists- and Healers in Medicine generally throughout the coun- 
try- [jnJ29-3m.] 
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BOSTON", JANUARY 18, 1851. 



THE 

LATE CONSPIRACY 

To Destroy the Character 

OF 

ELDER J. V. HIMES, 

And to Wrest from him the " Advent Ilerald." 



That we might be enabled to keep the Herald free 
from matters foreign to the great purpose for which it 
was originated, we have been obliged to lay asido 
some things which our readers have a right to be in 
possession of. To place them in possession of these, 
in compliance with the expressed wishes of many, 
and to correct some misstatements that have been 
made, we issue the following sheet; which will be 
continued only as circumstances demand. The first 
we notice are the statements made respecting 
ANT ATTEMPT AT SETTLEMENT. 

This refers to an attempt made by Bro. Henry 
Tanner, of Buffalo. This is represented by the 
other side as having been frustrated by this office 
and we are told that the Harbinger represents Wee- 
thee and Needham as anxious for an investigation 
As numerous efforts for an investigation have been re 
fused by them, we will give the correspondence which 
passed between the several parties, in connection with 
Bro. Tanner's effort. 

On the 25lh of Oct. last, Bro. H. Tanner was in 
town, and without any consultation with Mr. Himes 
who was absent from the state, drew up, of his 
own accord, the following proposition, which he sent 
to each of ihe parties therein named, for their accept- 
ance, viz : — 



contributions. And when enough is so contributed, 
notice shall be given of the fact by the committee, 
which shall then be dissolved. 

Each party shall be allowed two counsel before 
this reference committee, from among their brethren, 
whom they may select. 

And in neither case shall either party, Himes, 
Weethee, or Needham, he allowed to plead for them- 
selves or others, or take any active part, other than 
by and through their counsel. 

The counsel so selected shall do all the questioning 
of witnesses, and do all the pleading, and in every 
way have all the management of the case, under the 
direction of the magistrate. 

This meeting shall be arranged to commence on 
the 3d day of December next, in the city of Boston. 
In the meantime this agreement shall be published in 
all the Advent papers, for the sole purpose of solicit- 
ing contributions to be forwarded to either of the 
committee of the three first named. And whatever 
amount shall be so contributed, shall be deducted 
equally from trie amount to be deposited to make up 
the $100 each, which shall be deposited on the 2d 
day of December. 

This trial shall not be considered as affecting the 
Church relations of either party to his respective 
Church at the time of trial. 

(Signed) J. P. Weethee, Oct. 25, 1850. 
J. V. Himes, 
(signed on first presentation, Nov. 2.) 

Geo. Needham, (signed copy, Nov. 5.) 



We, the undersigned, pledge ourselves, in the fear 
of God, to submit all our grievances and complaints, 
which we or either of us may have against either, 
and all the evidence on each and every point in ques- 
tion, and submit to be ruled and governed strictly by 
the legal manner of taking evidence, and to obey any 
and all summons which may be made upon us during 
the time of taking such evidence ; and most strictly 
and religiously to abide by the decision which shall 
in this case be made,— acknowledging its force and 
righteousness, and govern ourselves accordingly, — 
that is, if it may be taken by a number of men con- 
stituted as follows : 

Chas. B. Turner, 0. R. Fassett, and B. Morley, 
' shall be a committee to select thirty names, none of 
whom shall be members of the Advent Churches, or 
in any manner identified with the cause ; but all of 
whom shall be members of other Churches in good 
standing, and none of whom shall reside within 
twenty miles of the city of Boston, or Worcester. 
J. V. Himes, J. P. Weethee, and Geo. Needham, 
shall mutually agree upon six, who shall constitute a 
committee of reference, which committee shall select 
for a seventh, a magistrate, who shall have the cast- 
ing vote on all questions ; and the decision of the 
majority so obtained, on all questions, shall be bind- 
ing. And should either one of the six first selected 
refuse to set on the reference, then the vacancy shall 
be filled by the remaining number of this committee, 
without regard to Weethee, Himes, or Needham. 
And should the three last named fail to agree on the 
number of six, then those which they do agree upon, 
be they more or less, shall make up that number, 
without any regard to either party named. And be- 
fore this body so organized, shall all evidence be 
taken. 

1st. To establish whether the Church which tried 
J. V. Himes was or was not a proper body to do so. 

2d. J. P. Weethee, Geo. Needham, and all others 
who have appeared in this contest, shall be called 
upon and held responsible to prove all the charges 
made against J. V. Himes. 

3d. J. V. Himes shall be called upon and held 
bound to prove all the charges he has made against 
either of the parties so appearing. 

And if in anything either fail to substantiate his 
charges so made, he shall make his acknowledgment 
to the other, and by publication to the brethren at 
large, and ask forgiveness publicly of his injured 
brother ; and failing to do so, he or they shall be 
considered disturbers of the peace of God's Church, 
and wicked men. 

In no case shall any testimony be taken but upon 
oath or affirmation ; and such as could be given in a 
court of law, the magistrate alone being the judge on 
this point. And in no case shall Himes, Weethee, 
or Needham, be allowed to testify, they being direct 
parties in interest. 

The trial shall not be prolonged beyond ten work- 
ing days after the commencement, not counting the 
first, which is given to organize. 

And to bear the expense of this trial, each party, 
to wit, J. V. H. on one part, and Weethee and Need^ 
ham on the other part, shall first deposit in the hands 
of the three first named brethren $100 each. And 
contributions shall be publicly invited to be sent to 
the same committee, to defray such expense of trial. 
And from the money in the hands of said three breth- 
ren, and from contributions made to them, shall all 
expenses first be paid, together with the expense of 
publishing five thousand copies of the verdict, for 
free circulation. And after these expenses are so 
paid, the money deposited by the parties in the be- 
ginning, shall be returned to them pro rata, from the 



This, as will be seen by the above, was signed by 
each of the parties. W., after a personal interview 
of two hours, and much urging by T. ; H. on his 
return to Boston ; and N. by letter. 

On the 2d of November, two of the above-named 
committee, Dr. C. B. Turner and 0. It. Fassett, 
unexpectedly met in this city, and consulted respect- 
ing their duty in the case. They felt that the per- 
formance of the duty assigned to them would be as- 
suming a great responsibility, unless a corresponding 
amount of good would obviously result from it. And 
before they could conscientiously ask the brethren to 
subscribe several hundred dollars to defray the neces- 
sary expenses, they wanted to be able to assure the 
brethren, that the parties involved were sincerely de- 
sirous of an adjustment of the matter, willing to abide 
the decision of impartial examiners, to freely confess 
wherein they might be shown to be wrong, and to 
heartily forgive those who should see and confess their 
wrong. And if they found that either party did not 
desire such a result ; but only to improve such an ex- 
amination to get all the advantage they could; to em- 
bitter by it as many as possible ; if they gained an ad- 
vantage, to use it to crush the other ; and if defeated, 
to go right on as before ; then they felt that they 
should not be justified in acceding to the proposition on 
their part. They therefore addressed copies of the 
following letter to Mr. Himes and Mr. Weethee : — 




Boston, Nov. 2d, 1850. 
Bro. Himes : — Unexpectedly meeting in this city, 
we propose to remain for the forenoon, to consult on 
matters to which your attention was called last even- 
ing. If the signatures are appended to the terms 
of settlement, it is throwing a heavy responsibility 
upon us, as the committee referred to in that docu- 
ment. And as the brethren abroad have a right to 
hold us responsible for the matter which we recom- 
mend for their consideration, we feel it incumbent 
on us to learn, as far as may be, what would be the 
result of such an investigation ; and to this end 
make the following proposition, that alter learning 
the probable result, we may be able, in view of our 
duty to God, his cause, and the brethren, to deter- 
mine whether or not to act on such a committee, and 
what course to pursue should we feel at liberty to act 
in that capacity. 

1. Do you propose, if these arrangements are car- 
ried out, to feel in union, love, and harmony with the 
parties involved 1 

2. Do you then propose to act in union and har- 
mony with the parties so involved, and with the Ad- 
vent body, on its original plan of labor? 

3. Will you then feel that your affection, interests, 
ends, and aims are identified with ours, and that you 
can labor heart and hand with us as formerly ? 

When these questions are answered, we shall then 
be prepared to consider objections which rest upon 
our own minds, and to consult the wishes of the 
brethren abroad on the subject. C. B. Turner, 
0. R. Fassett. 
P. S. Please return us an immediate answer, as 
I leave immediately after dinner. We propose send- 
ing for a reply as early as 12 o'clock, M. c. b. t. 

On receiving the above, Mr. Himes promptly re- 
plied as follows : 

Boston, Nov. 2, 1850. 
Dear Brethren : — In reply to your three ques- 
tions 1 would say : — That I should, in case of an ad- 
justment, be happy to labor with the parties in all 
respects as formerly. Respectfully yours, 
Chas. B. Turner, J. V. Himes. 

0. R. Fassett. 

The following is the reply of Mr. Weethee: — 

Boston, Nov. 2d, 1850. 
Brn. 0. R. Fassett and C. B. Turner : — Your 
communication has been received, and I hasten to 
send you a reply. 

The conditions of investigation signed by me, were 
prepared by Bro. H. Tanner, of Buffalo, a friend of 
Mr. Himes. The committee was appointed by him. 
I signed the terms, because I was anxious that the 
whole matter should be investigated by a body of dis- 
interested men, and these conditions seemed calcu- 
lated to secure that object. Bro. Tanner thought the 
expenses would be met by the churches without 
difficulty. To your three questions I reply : 

1st. I am now in "union, love, and harmony, 
with all the parties involved," except Mr. Himes' 
■party; and should Mr. Himes and his associates, 



show themselves worthy of Christian confidence, I 
should feel myself bound to extend to them my con- 
fidence. 

2nd. To the former clause of your second ques- 
tion, my first answer will apply ; to the latter clause, 
I simply state, that 1 am now acting "with the Ad- 
vent body on its original plan of labor," as far as 1 
understand that plan. 

3rd. To your third question I say, I should feel to 
identify my " affections," " interests," " ends," 
and " aims," with those that are truly deserving. 

Mr. Himes has challenged an investigation before 
any body of impartial men ! Now let him stand 
T0 it. Yours, J. P. Weethee. 

0. R. Fassett and C. B. Turner. 

This the committee regarded as entirely evasive, 
and unsatisfactory. They accordingly addressed Mr. 
Weethee the following :— 

Boston, Nov. 2, 1850. 
Bro. Weethee :— Your reply is received. — Bro. 
Himes had signed the article referred to before we 
wrote you. He has also returned a satisfactory reply 
to a letter similar to the one written you.— Your re- 
ply is indefinite, or at least, we do not obtain from it 
definite ideas. 

If Bro. Himes abides the lerms of settlement, will 
that be sufficient to entitle him to your Christian confi- 
dence? Yours, C. B. Turner, 
0. R. Fassett. 
To this last note, he returned by the carrier the an- 
swer, " that he had no reply to make definitely.'''' 

The following is a copy of the letter sent to 
Needham : 

Salem, Mass., Nov. 14, 1850. 
Bro. Needham :— As we have been informed that 
a copy of an article, drawn by Bro. Tanner, for the 
settlement of recent difficulties, has been sent you, 
and also that you had signed the article and for- 
warded it to us," we wish to m?.ke the following sug- 
gestions : 

1. Do you propose if these arrangements are car- 
ried out, to feel in union, love, and harmony with the 
parties so involved ? 

2. Do you then propose to act in union and har- 
mony with the parties so involved, and with the Ad- 
vent bodv on its original plan of labor 1 

3. Will you then feel that your affections are 
identified with ours, and that you can labor in union 
and harmony with us as formerly ? 

The article above referred to, as forwarded by you, 
has not been received. Please forward us a copy, 
wiih a reply to this. Respectfully, 

C. B. Turner, 
0. R. Fassett, 
Butler Morley. 

To the above, Needham replied as follows :— 

Worcester, Nov. 15th, 1850. 
Brethren Fassett and Morley :— Your letter 
of yesterday is received. In reply, I would say, — 

1st. That the terms of " agreement," drawn up 
by Bro. H. Tanner, without my counsel or knowl- 
edge, are explicit. Why you should interpose at 
this stage, if you desire justice should be done to the 
" parties so involved," I cannot see. 

2. I do not recognize your right to ask any pledges 
in the matter, any more than I have a right to ask 
pledges of you. If you do not wish to serve on that 
committee, it seems to me, more the part of the 
Christian, to step aside and let some others do it, 
than to assume powers, which that instrument has 
not conferred on you. 

3. I have signed that instrument, with a hearty 
good will, and shall " most strictly and religiously 
abide the decision which shall in this case be made." 

4. Yout assumptions that I am ?wt now acting 
in harmony with the Advent body on its original 



plan of labor," and that my " affections, interests, 
ends, and aims," are not "identified with " yours, 
as if yourselves were the standard of Adventism, 
PAR EXCELLENCE, are a gross insult to my 
character, as a man, Christian, and servant of Jesus 
Christ. If your " affections, interests, ends, and 
aims." are " identified " with Christ, I am with you 
now ; and here you may ever expect to find me. 

As for Mr. Himes, let him do, as he has so often 
offered ; and on which he has made so much capital. 
This is all 1 ask. Yours, G. Needham. 

(This was accompanied with the lerms of settle- 
ment, &c, signed under date Nov. 5, having been 
received Nov. 2.) 

After receiving the above correspondence, the com- 
mittee felt compelled to communicate the following 
decision to the parties : 

Providence, Nov. 23, 1850. 

Brn. Himes, Weethee, and Needham : — As the 
committee, to whom you have referredjthe selection of 
persons from whom you should select a committee of 
reference for the recent difficulties between you, we 
beg leave to present the following among other rea 
sons for declining to act in that capacity. Bro. Tan- 
ner, who drew the article that placed us on that com- 
mittee, requested us, should the document be signed , to 
communicate with the parties concerned, and learn 
more fully than specified in that article what would 
be the probable result of such a trial. One of us has 
seen two of the parties named, and we have written 
to each of them, proposing certain inquiries, to satisfy 
ourselves more fully whether it would settle the diffi- 
culties if carried through the trial. And as Bro. 
Tanner requested that if we acted on that committee 
we should publiah the proposition to the brethren 
abroad, and solicit their contributions to meet the ex- 
pense of the trial, we desired answers to the inquiries 
proposed, that we might present the strongest assur- 
ances possible to the brethren that this would be a 
final and amicable adjustment. 

To these inquiries Bro. Himes answered promptly 
and satisfactorily. Bro, Weetheo's reply was indefi- 
nite, and we thought evasive, and implying that nei- 
ther his views nor course would be changed by 
such a trhil. Toour second letter, presenting a single 
definite proposition, he declined any reply. Subse- 
quently he informed us (one of us) verbally, that the 
committee to select persons from whom they should se- 
lect the referees, should have been chosen mutually 
by the parties concerned, and that had he thought 
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more of it he should not have consented to it on other 
terms. All our communications with him press the 
conviction upon our minds, that after the trial, unless 
the decision be in accordance with his present view 
of the subject, he will be no more satisfied than at 
present. 

By our inquiries, Bro. Needham thinks we have 
transcended our powers, and thinks himself insulted, 
and that if we do not choose to act on that commitu e, 
it would be more Christian to stand aside and let others 
do it than to assume powers which do not belong to 
us. The spirit of his reply we do not admire, and 
ear that with his present state of mind we can accom- 
plish nothing toward an adjustment which would be 
I' ore than nominal, if even that—nothing that would 
J5 of service to the parties, or the cause of Christ. 
Hat instrument requires the persons from whom the 
r eferees should be chosen to be selected from those 
not identified with the Adventists. After drawing up 
the instrument, Bro. Tanner passed from Boston via 
New York and Albany to Buffalo. He informs us 
that the friends of neither party will be satisfied with 
the decision of referees that, are not Adventists. 
He desires that if the parties are not disposed to 
have persons selected from the Adventists, that we 
drop the matter, or at least, that no responsibility be 
attached to him. 

In view of the facts contained in that communica- 
tion, Bro. Weethee supposes that the brethren 
would not contribute to meet the expences of such a 
trial. From the above and other considerations, we 
see no good that would be likely to result from such a 
trial, under such circumstances, and with such a stale 
of feeling. 

We do not wish to call on the brethren, nor lend 
our sanction to such a call for money to meet the ex- 
pence of such a trial, without the prospect that some 
good would result from it. We do not wish to flat- 
ter our brethren and sisters with the prospect of at- 
taining an end, however desirable, unless to our own 
minds there is a prospect that it will be attained. 

We therefore respectfully decline to act in that ca- 
pacity, and refer the matter back to yourselves to dis- 
pose of as you may deem expedient. We retain the 
papers, copies of which are subject to the order of 
either of you, or the original papers subject to your 
united order. •» I \0 l 4i^ >'■■")■• 

Very respectfully, in behalf of the committee, 
C. B. Turner. 
0. R. Fassett. 
By the above, the brethren will be enabled to per- 
ceive where the obstacles lay to a compliance with 
the effort of Bro. Tanner. It may also be proper to 
state, that Bro. T., on reflection, came to the conclu- 
sion, that the referees should be our brethren. He 
accordingly wrote from Rochester the following : 
Rochester, Nov. 13th, 1850. 
Dear Bro. Himes :— I have written Bro. Wee- 
thee, saying, that on mature reflection, and getting 
the minds of the brethren, I should decline to carry 
forward any further the proposition of a settlement, 
made when I was in Boston, unless it could be 
changed, so far as to bring it within our own breth- 
ren ; and to-day I have again written him as follows : 
" I will write Bro. H. to-day, and propose that 
my first agreement be changed, so far as to make 
the number to be selected by the three friends one 
hundred, instead of thirty, for you all mutually to se- 
ed from ; and the time for the commencement of the 
trial to be the last Monday in December ; and fur- 
ther, to have the agieement if consented to by you 
all then, published. Yours truly." 

Now, if this can be so carried out, I should be glad 
to see it. If you are willing to do it, you can take 
your own course to signify the same to W. and N. ; 
probably better be by one of the three named to se- 
lect, ami let him see the others, W. & N., and if it 
can be done, close it up ; if not, abandon it. 

Yours truly, H. Tanner 



Certificate of Henry Tanner. 

I hereby certify, that the proposition for a reference 
of the above matters pertaining to Elders Himes, 
Weethee, and Needham, originated with myself, and 
that Elder Himes, or his friends, had no knowledge 
of the matter till I presented the same to them. In 
the first presentation to his friends at the office, (El- 
der Himes being absent,) I had the assurance, that, 
on his return, he would sign the document. I then 
took it to Elder Weethee, and stated this fact ; and 
after considerable expostulation, he consented to sign 
it. When Elder Himes returned, I learned that 
he did sign it, on its first presentation to him. 1 did 
not see Elder Needham, but a copy was sent him 
from New York, which I learn he signed. 

In New York city I fell in with Bro. Geo. A. 
Avery, of Rochester," who disliked the idea of select- 
ino men outside of the Advent body. I also laid the 
matter before Elders Marsh and Crazier, of Rochester, 
who disapproved of selecting referees outside of the 
Advent body. And both Elder Marsh and myself 
wrote Elder Weethee to that effect, at the time, 
which letters Elder W. received, (as I am informed 
hy Bro. C. B. Turner,) previous to Nov. 16, on which 
day he (W.) informed hiin of the fact. 

I also certify,' that I had no correspondence with 
Elder Himes, or his friends at the office, until after 
deciding to have the referees chosen from among 
the Adventists, if chosen at all, and writing Elder 
Weethee to that effect. H. Tanner. 

Brooklyn, Jan, 11th, 1851. 
After the termination of the foregoing correspond- 
ence, nothing direct was heard from the parties till 
January 8th, when the following letter was received. 
Had they desired an amicable adjustment, they would 
have refrained from the insulting allusions they have- 
made. Men wishing to heal difficulties always make 
their propositions for adjustment in courteous lan- 
guage. When they use insulting language, they 
show that what they wish is agitation, and not settle- 
ment. And therefore such propositions are entitled 
to no consideration. 

Letter from Elders Needham and Weethee. 

You are aware that the undersigned has [have\ 
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very serious objections to your past, and present con- 
duct, as connected with the Advent body. We felt 
it to be our duty to try you on certain charges : and, 
finding the testimony clear, and strong, against you, 
we withdrew our fellowship from you, and published 
the facts, in order to counteract the repeated misstate- 
ments you had circulated through the columns of the 
"Herald." 

Against this course you protested very strongly 
in the If Herald," and soon after, you issued your 
" Supplement." 

In that you charged the undersigned with a con- 
spiracy to ruin your moral character, and to wrest 
from you the " Herald ;" and attempted to clear your- 
self from every charge. You then began to demand a 
council, in the strongest terms ; and clearly intimated, 
that, unless we submitted to a council, we ought to 
be dismissed from the Advent body. 

We published our " Vindicator," in answer to 
your " Supplement," wherein we showed your 
document to be a tissue of falsehoods, and misrepre- 
sentations. We also proposed conditions of investi- 
gation. 

You again published what you seemed to consider 
a refutation of the facts in our " Vindicator," and 
said you would accept of our terms ; but, in the same 
paper violated our terms.* 

Soon after, a friend of yours (Mr. Tanner, of Buf- 
falo,) drew up articles of agreement, which would, 
in his estimation, secure, if signed, an impartial in- 
vestigation of the points at issue. 

That document 1 signed, (J. P. Weethee,) the first 
of any, (Oct. 25th,) although the committee to select 
the thirty, was composed of your personal friends. 

We did not suppose that they would decline ; as 
you had always publicly manifested such a strong 
desire to have an investigation of the difficulties, be- 
fore an impartial committee, and as those who had 
the control of the whole matter, were your particu- 
lar, and among your " tried friends," I had not the 
most distant thought, that they would refuse to serve 
on such a committee. 

We signed that document under the full conviction, 
that, if yon sincerely wished what you professed, 
there would be an impartial investigation of all mat- 
ters at variance between all parties. 

After you had learned, that we had signed that 
document, you ceased to publish any thing more on 
the subject in the " Herald;" butstatedto your read- 
ers that a " right verdict has been pronounced by 
honest hearts ;" and requested your friends to " with- 
hold further expressions in reference to it." 

That committee, who were your intimate and per- 
sonal friends, after a delay of one month ; and after 
spending days with you, declined acting in the ca- 
pacity designated. 

Their reasons for declining any action, too clearly 
showed to our minds what we had before suspected, 
that you would never submit to an impartial investi- 
gation of the difficulties which so seriously threaten 
a division of the Advent body. We lay the blame 
of this failure on yourself. In this, however, we 
may be mistaken. We see it stated in the last num- 
ber of the " Herald," (Jan. 4) that " we (you) ac- 
ceded to every condition required of us (you) by the 
committee, who undertook to secure a settlement of 
the matter. The failure was not our (your) fault ; 
— the representation to the contrary is in keeping 
with the rest." As you well know that it was not 
the fault of the undersigned, you throw the blame 
on the committee, composed of your " tried friends." 

That there may, hereafter, be no failure of an im- 
partial investigation, through the declining of a com- 
mittee, the undersigned propose to you the follow- 
ing : — 

1. J. V. Himes shall select three persons, and G. 
Needham and J. P. Weethee shall choose three; 
and these six shall agree on a seventh person, who 
shall be chairman of the committee, and have the 
casting vote. He shall be chosen with a view to an 
impartial investigation of all the difficulties. 

2. This committee shall have power; 1st, to fix 
upon all the necessary conditions, for an impartial 
investigation of the whole matter ; whether it be by 
necessary alterations in the former conditions, signed 



to submit would derange my plans, that you might 
make capital out of such refusal. 

As Nehemiah could not come down from his work 
on the walls of Jerusalem, to meet Sanballat and 
Geshem in one of the villages in the plain of Ono, 
to investigate false repot ts which Gashmu had circu- 
lated among the brethren to his injury, because he 
was doing a great work, and could not suffer it to 
cease ; so am I compelled to continue about my 
" specific work," and for the reasons given by Ne- 
hemiah : viz., because " There are no such things 
done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out of 
thineown heart :"and because you" thought todo me 
mischief." Therefore, all future efforts at adjust- 
ment must be so timed, that the work of the Lord 
shall not be impeded thereby. 

Was there evidence of a disposition on your part, 
to adjust equitably the unhappy difficulties to which 
your communication makes allusion, it would be a 
pleasnre to accede to any honorable arrangement. — 
Without such evidence, there can be no assurance 
that any effort would result otherwise than in a fruit- 
less expenditure of time and money. Therefore, be- 
fore an answer can be returned to your proposition, 
it will be necessary, first, to learn what is proposed 
to be accomplished by a committee of reference. — 
The history of your past course, and the tone and 
misrepresentations of your present communication, 
render this the more necessary. 

You are not ignorant of the nature and object of 
the conspiracy in which you have been detected ;* 
of the falsity of declarations you have made deroga- 
tory to my character ; or the ungentlemanly and un- 
christian course which has characterized your warfare. 
You know with what unwearied patience those, who 
were then mutual and equal friends, labored to effect 
terms of settlement, f and how disheartened they 
turned away from you when they had fruitlessly 
plead with you to submit to an impartial investiga- 
You have not forgotten how you persevered, 
contrary to the advice of mutual friends — in defiance 
of every principle of honor and righteousness, set- 
ting yourselves up as judges in matters of your own 
preferring, assuming yourselves to try me on charges 
of your own coinage, and then publishing your de- 
cision as that of a body which repudiated your con- 
duct. You know that having exhausted all the 
means by which you hoped to procure my destruc- 
tion, after you have published your slanders, and all 
you could say and adduce in their support, and your 
own defence, broad-cast to the world, that they have 
been met and refuted ; and that the brethren at large 
are in possession of the facts and arguments on 
both sides of the question that would have come up 
had there been an investigation before a committee, 
and they are consequently as able to arrive at a right- 
eous decision. You know that refusing an impar- 
tial investigation, you chose to take the case into 
your own hands, and to appeal to the public ; and 
that having listened to that appeal, the body at large 
have rendered a verdict against you. You have not 
forgotten that you have virtually excommunicated 
and disfellowshipped them as well as me from asso- 
ciation with you ; that you have done your best to 
distract and divide, and have drawn off as many as 
you could make your partizans. After all this, you 
must be aware that you have ceased to be entitled to 
the Christian courtesy and regard which you have 
forfeited ; that you can no longer claim as a right, 
what you have so often scornfully refused, — the sub- 
mission of your pretended grievances to the brethren ; 
and you cannot expect such consideration, without 
giving evidence that there would be no obstacles in- 



terposed by you to a righteousdecision, and that you 
are prepared to submit to, and abide by, the decision 
of impartial umpires. 

The question has now taken such shape, that I have 
ceased to have any personal concern in it, and, am 
only interested as the purity and good of the Advent 
cause is affected. I have therefore now no more 
voice in the question of a reference, than any other 
prominent member of the body. After the failure of 
past efforts, I shall waive all personal feeling, and 
be guided in respect to a reference, by the judgment 
and wishes of those to whom the cause is equally 
dear. And although 1 have ceased to regard you as 
worthy of consideration, have lost confidence in your 
piety, truthfulness,* and integrity, and see not how 
any professions of penitence and humility can give 
assurance that you would not continue in your " se- 
cret workings " as before, yet, if the brethren shall 
deem you worthy of further hearing, I shall make 
their wishes my own. 

At present, there is a want of evidence of sincerity 
and purity of intention in your proposition. To say 
nothing of other misstatements in your communica- 
tion, you represent that I " began to demand a coun- 
cil " after the publication of the "Supplement;" 
when you well know that the efforts fur a council 
date as early as the Conference in May, and that after 
I was compelled to meet your appeal to the public 
by a like appeal, and issued the " Supplement," I 
ceased to urge a council — being convinced that it 
would be useless. All subsequent efforts have been 
made without my request. You represent me as 
ceasing to publish on the subject-of your warfare, 
after 1 had learned that " we [you] had signed the 
document," — made without consultation with me by 
Bro. Tanner. But you are not ignorant that the 
number of the " Herald " to which you make refer- 
ence, was printed on the 31st of October, and conse- 
quently prepared some days before, while one of you 
did not affix your signature to the document till the 
5th of November. And you also know that in the 
" Supplement " I requested the friends not to make 
reference to it in their communications ; and had ar- 
ranged before the appearance of Bro. T.'s document, 
to exclude reference to it in the "Herald." You 
represent those who have before interested themselves 
to adjust this business, as being peculiarly my friends ; 
when you know full well that they were, and would 
have continued as much your friends as mine, if you 
had proved yourselves equally worthy of their re- 
gard and confidence. And you represent the failure 
of that effort as resting on myself, or the committee ; 
when you know that the committee have signified to 
you the reasons of their declining to act — viz., the 
unsatisfactory nature of your replies to their inter- 
rogatories. 

In addition to these, the tone of your letter does 
not indicate a desire to adjust matters — such as is re- 
quired from persons occupying your position. You 
characterize as " a tissue of falsehoods" a publi- 
cation containing the testimony of those whose 
characters are above reproach ; to say nothing of copies 
of your own secret correspondence f — which you had 



by us, or, by drawing up a new document; and in < April 18th. 



* " The fact is, and there is no disguising it, our two 
printing offices are money-making concerns. 1 am fully con- 
vinced they are like two dogs pulling at a rabbit ; and they 

have' nearly pulled it in twain Our purpose is.il the 

' Herald ' is not given up to the body, to start a new paper, 
which shall belong to, and be under the control of the great 
Advent body. . . It is worse than folly for us to put our noses 
down to the grindstone, till our faces are thin as a shingle, to 
support two men in pocketing from five to six thousand dollars 
yearly. ... I have stopped the ' Harbinger' some weeks ago, 
and were it not for another object, would do so by the ' Her- 
ald.' Bro. Mansfield, I have no confidence in either. 
O for the Lord to come." — Needham's Letter to Eld. M. of 



every point, to act for the parties concerned. 2nd 
This committee shall have power to appoint the in- 
vestigating committee, or jury of reference, to sit in 
the city of Boston ; determining their number, and 
attending to all matters necessary to said investiga- 
tion ; and shall appoint the time and place of the in- 
vestigation aforesaid. 

You will please inform us at the earliest possible 
date (by the bearer of this note, if convenient) wheth- 
er you will accept of the terms above stated, that the 
committee may be appointed immediately. 

As among those of the early Advent ministers, 
who have adhered to the great principles of the Ad- 
vent doctrines as taught in the word of God, we feel 
that our own interests, and those of the cause at large, 
demand that such an investigation should take place 
at the earliest date practicable. 
ll l J.,V. Himes. J. P. Weethee, 

Boston, Jan. Sth, 1850. G. Needham. 

Reply of Elder J. V. H lines. . 

To Elders J. P. Weethee and G. Needham : 
Sirs: — A communication over your signatures, 
dated Jan. 8th, was received yesterday. In it you 
request a reply to a proposition to attempt the adjust- 
ment of certain matters therein referred to. You 
are not ignorant that for more than a month past,- 
arrangements have been made for a meeting at Au 
burn, N. Y., on the 15th irist., and of my intention to 
be there present, and for which, my appointments 
already made, compel me to leave the city this p. m. 

Why you have delayed a proposition till the eve of] t0 b, ' in » accusations against Mr. Himes' moral character 
my departure, is not explained in your commnnica-l J - w - West - 



" When Elder Himes was to be apprised of these things, 
these questions were to be asked him : Does the ' Advent 
Herald ' belong to you, or the cause 1 If he shall say, To 
the cause, then Elder H. was to be required to give an ac- 
count of his stewardship. If he should say, The paper 
lielongs to ine, — then another paper, belonging to the cause, 
was to be started ; and then the things against fas moral char- 
Oder were to be brought to the light." — Eld. Osier's testimony 
respecting Judson's statement. 

" I understand the proposition to be, that while the general 
business of the Conference was being attended to ... . with 
some few confidential and judicious brethren, we would have 
an interview with Bro. Himes, and see if matters could not 
be so arranged as to save a public statement of that part of 
the reasons [affecting Elder H.'s integrity, if be would sub- 
mit to them] if not the whole, and then act, according to the 
results of that interview." — Letter of Judson to Eld. Fassett, 
dated July 21st. 

" If Elder U. says it is his, and he shall keep it — having 
the legal power so to do — it of course settles that question. 
His Church will thai have to deal with him for hypocritical 
and dishonest pretensions." — Judson's statement to Bro. A. 
Pierce. 

" The course I think we should pursue is the following, 
which should be done at New York : 1. Make a report on 
the wants of the cause, in regard to an increase in the number 
of ministers, and refer that report to the Conference, with 
the query as to the right which the Conference has to act in 
such matters. 2. One move that we fix the nature, power, 
and work of the Conference. 3. Another offer a plan of 
operation. In that plan papers and all our operations will 
come up." — Wecthee's Letter to Eld. M. of April 21th. 

Weethee " told me that Mr. Himes was to have been kept 
ignorant of the plan till it was accomplished ; that he was 
told that if Mr. Himes knew of it he would defeat it ; and 
that he was advised, if they could not accomplish it otherwise, 



tion. Knowing that you have had no-cause whatever 
for the strange and wicked warfare you have so long 1 1 
waged, your proposition coming at the present mo 
'raent, has the appeaiance of being made, for the pur- 
pose of detaining me from fulfilling my appointments, 
or else to get a refusal to submit to a reference, when 



* One of their conditions was, that we should not do what 
they were thfcn doing— viz., publish anything more till an in- 
vestigation. Showing up the vindictivenessof their " Vindi- 
was a violation of their conditions ! ! 



We may want a NEW editor of . Would you be 

willing if it comes to that ■? Think, but not aloud, we are 
s I living in perilous times — may God sustain us. I confess I 
- feel strange." — Needham's 1st Letter. 

" We have got matters into a better shape than I could 
have expected. . . . Marsh will oppose it, and so would Himes 
if he saw it as M. does. But you will see it hereafter. I 
do not see as we can go far at the next Conference to estab- 
N.'s Sd Let. 




lish a new paper."- 

t See in the " Supplement " the efforts of Brn. C. B. 
Turner — then a strong friend of Weethee, — I. E. Jones, D. 
I. Robinson, C. Merchant, — another of his friends, — and 
others. 



* Without confidence in a man's veracity, no respect can be had 
for his piety or integrity. As evidence of his disregard tor truth :— he 
publishes in the " Pamphlet " a remark of Needham's respecting 
Biift'um's case, ihal " Nothing had been said about it by those who 
lie says lire hunting up something to criminate him."— p 104. And 
in the "IVindicator," Weelheesays: "I know not who first or last 
talked about it in boston, during the last six months [from April to 
October), but thejirst I knew or heard ok it was from Mr. Himes, 
and, 1 think, through the ' Herald.' I then inquired what it meant, 
and was told that Mr. H. had read a certificate before the Church 
clearing him Irom all moral obligation, and a receipt clearing him 
from all legal obligation." 

Now Dr. Pierce has t admitted to us that he mentioned this to 
Weethee in Lowell, in April, [it was the lath of Aprill — remarking 
that li , ni mil had told him mo and so, some time before. 

Bro. Warner, of New York, testifies, that w hen on to attend the 
New York Conference [on the evening of the 12th of May], Weethee 
"stated that a respectable person stated to him, that Himes had 
cheated him out of 82UUU."— Sup. p. aso. 

On the evening of Tuesday, June Uih, Weethee was present and 
bathed in tears when Eld. Himes read to the Church the certificates 
referred to. On Wednesday, Wood said he had asked Weethee it 
he had reported that story at New York, and that W affirmed he 
bad not. On Friday, Mr. Himes asked Weethee how he could sav 
he did not report that at New York? W. said Uiathe"did not 
report it ; he only told it." After this he went to Dr Peirce, and 
with tears in his eves, told him that for mentioning at New York 
what Dr. P. had told df Buffum, Mr. Himes had threatened to prose- 
cute him (W.). Hut Mr. Himes had made no such intimation. By 
this falsehood he got the Doctor's sympathy. Now, he says, the 
first he heard of it was from Mr. Himes! What reliance can be 
placed in the protestation o( one who thus equivocates ' This how- 
ever is a single case among many ; of which we will name but one 
more: On page 1&> of the pampulet, Weetliee gives the following, 
as from J. G. Hamblin : 

" I (J . G. Hambliu) distinctly declare, that in this matter, no blame 
is to be attached to Mr. Weethee, on account ol Mr. Hurnhaiu not 
being paid, but I believe the lault is with Mr. Himes. 

t .i r cm . »» a,, ■ ^ J- Q. HAMBLIN." 

In the presence of Elder Mansfield, and three other brethren, Mr 
Himes asked Hamblin, who came into the office, how he could give 
a certificate like that t Hamblin said he did not wrile it, nor sign it, 
and did not see it till it was in print. Also, he said it was not true 
He considered that neither Air. Himes nor Mr. Weethee were to 
blame. He was asked to give a certificate to that effect. He 
was perfectly willing to do this, and said if we would write one, 
he would sign It. We replied that we preferred lie should 
write it. He said, finally, that he would come in on Monday uhis 
conversation was held on Saturday), and comply wiili our request 
But being one of Weethee's chiel supporters, he did not make his 
nppearauce. It is such trickery as this which has destroyed confi- 
dence in Weethee's truthfulness. 

f "Disclosures have recently been made which have dis- 
affected some of Bro. Himes' wannest friends in this region. 
I mention Brn. Weethee, Edwin, Elam, and Wesley Burn- 
ham, Judson, J. Cuinmings, besides almost the entire Char- 
don-street Church. A crisis has come, such as I never ex- 
pected. We wish you could come to both Conferences, but 
you must not fail to be at New York. We would like also if 
Bro. Bates is prepared to stand up against any storm that may 
arise, if he would come. But neither he, nor any other person, 
should know anything about the matter, unless they keep it THE 
MOST PROFOUND SECRET, till they see the friends 
in this region, and have an explanation. ... He [Himes] 
was with me yesterday, but has no suspicion of the movement, 
and the success of it depends on his not knowing it till all 
is ready. I entrust this to you, Bro. Mansfield, as a man 
of God, who I know to be true. Betray it not, my brother; 
nay, I know you will Hot." — N.'s 1st Letter. 

" I asked him [L. P. Judson] if Elders W. and N. had 
not not told Bro. Himes these things 1 He answered, No. I 
asked if they were not going to t He said, Not at present : 
they were communicating with brethren abroad, and receiving 
communications, and they intended to wait until a propertime." 
— Eld. Osier's testimony. 

" I think thereshould not be given THE least intimation 
how tilings are DESIGNED to go, until all preliminary 
steps are taken, and then move with great caution. 
A cause like the one in which we are engaged, must be handled 
very carefully. Enough of our brethren understand matters 
so as to act if they will."— Weethee's 1st Let. to 
Eld. M. — See "Vindicator." 

I had " conversed with none of any consequence." — Wee- 
thee, Pamphlet, p. 21. " We had spoken to none who could 
make any mischief of what we had said." — lb. p. 20. 

" If all the brethren at the Conference rise up against Bro. 
H., what could he do V'—L. P. Judson— Sup. 1st col. p. 260. 

" The moment a move is made, a score of our preachers 

will come to the rescue. The rabbit belongs to the body." 

Needham's 2d Letter. 

"We have been betrayed. Bro. Weethee went to Lowell 



begged to have burned, and for the exposure of which 
you threatened the law. You express your convic- 
tion of my not wishing an impartial investigation; 
which is entirely inconsistent with sincerity on your 
part in the proposal, and shows that you only make 
it when you believe it will be rejected. When I became 
convinced that you feared nothing more than an in- 
vestigation, I ceased to press you to snch — believing 
that to attempt it would be a mockery. These things, 
with your declarations that if you could not carry the 
body with you, you should carry all you could,* that 
no investigation would change your feelings or 
purpose ; f with the fact that you repeat the last in 
connection with your proposal in the " Vindicator "J 
— which you took no subsequent steps to carry into 
effect— have led the friends to believe that you still 
intend to be your own judges in the case ; and that 
yoii only seek a present investigation because of your 
past defeat— determined still to continue in your pres- 
ent course. 

Therefore, before your proposition can be replied 
to, it will be necessary to learn whether it origi- 
nates in a desire on your part to heal the bleeding 
wounds of the cause, to right all wrongs you may 
be shown to be guilty of, sincerely desirous of an ad- 
justment of the matter, willing to abide the decision 
of impartial examiners, to freely confess wherein you 
may be shown to have done wrong, and to forgive 
where a like confession is made ; or do you wish to 
improve such a reference to relieve yourselves from 
the odium your course has involved you in, to get 
what advantage you may, to embitter and draw off as 
many as you can, to use what advantage you may 
gain, in the furtherance of selfish ends, and, if de- 
feated, to fall back into your present position 1 I 
will therefore propound with others the questions of 
the committee, to w hich you returned such unsatis- 
factory replies : 

Do you propose, if arrangements are carried out, 
to act in union, and feel in harmony with the parties 
involved ; and that your affections and aims shall be 
one with theirs? 

Are you prepared heartily to make the judgment 
of impartial umpires your judgment in the case, and 
to abide by their decision ' 

Will your friends bear one half of the necessary 
expense which may accrue ! 

Also whom do you propose to select on your part 
as impartial referees ' 

It would not be proper for any to be selected by 
either party, who would be obnoxious to the other. 
Those nominated by either, should be submitted to 
the consent of the other. Yon will understand that 
those who are personally implicated with you, like 
Lenfest, White, Marsh, J. Turner, Batchelor, and 
others, are disqualified for such reference. Also on 
my part, it would not be proper to select those estab- 
lished friends of the cause, whose well meant efforts 
to produce reconciliation have been met by the taunt 
that they are, peculiarly, my friends; or those who 
coming up to our annual conference have been stig- 
matized by you as my special friends, and as having 
been induced to come by the expenditure of money, 
&c. y And therefore, while there are hundreds of 
high-minded and impartial men by whose judgment 
I am ready to abide, 1 know not that you would con- 
sent to any whom I might select, or that you would 
be likely to select those in whom the brethren have 
confidence. Whether there is probability that this 
obstacle may be removed, will be seen by the nomi- 
nation you may make. 

A letter answering these inquiries and proposing 
your referees, sent tr> my office, will be duly for- 
warded to me. I shall take measures to lay the cor- 
respondence before the brethren, and if they are satis- 
fied with your reply, and that good will result, I 



and opened his mind to some friends (without going into de- 
tails), as a mutter of duty,-and Bro. Daniels got hold of it, 
or some part of it, and, like a stupid fellow, ran with it to 
Himes. . . How much our disaffection towards Eld. Himes 
was known, I cannot tell, but I know he had told some of it. 
. . . I expect a storm, and my poor pate must be pelted. Bro. 
Weethee will receive the bro NT, but I have pledged myself 
to him, that if he would stand up tike a man, 1 would stand 
with him." — N.'s 3d Letter. 

«* If this had been kept private and carried out as it was 
designed that it should be, it would have been different now; 
. . . had it not been for that cross vein that struck Pearson, 
it would have been carried through at the New York Confer- 
ence, and things would' have been very different from what 
they now were," — Weethee's statement to Elder Jones. 

" Bro. Mansfield, my dear brother, I want you to do me the 
favor to BURN every one of the letters I have written to you 
of late — i. e. the three last, that there may not be a VESTIGE 
of EVIDENCE that I have written to you on the subject. I do 
not fear you will divulge it, but you will thereby relieve your- 
self of all difficulty if you should be catechised. . . Put your- 
self out of the reach of temptation and do me a favor. . . Now, 
brother, burn them at my solicitation, and I will be obliged to 
you." — N.'s 4th Letter, May 25th. 

" I request — 1st, that my three first letters relating to this 
matter, be returned to me, immediately. The others, you 
need not return, unless you choose. But I forbid your giving 
up, or allowing of the publication of one word of them, to 
any person or persons, in any way whatever. I hope you have 
not already done it, but if you have, you will be responsible 
for it. 

" 2. / think you had better go to sr>me attorney, in whom you have 
confidence, and lay the matter before him, without mentioning names, 
so as to act underslandinglv : tor if private correspondence, and that 
too of the most strictly confidential character, can be published to 
the world, with impunity, whenever, in the judgment of the reposi- 
tory of it, it is proper, you had better know it ; aud if .not, you had 
better know it. 

" I niust be very brief on many points in your letter. 

" I. From the tone of your last letter, I saw you were beginning 
to take ground against me, in yourown mind, and I thought it better 
to wrue no more under such circumstances. True, you wished me 
to write again ; so you did when I wrote the first, and had 1 been as 
cautious then, you would not have had a confidential correspondence 
to hand over to a council. 

" As to councils, the laws of Massachusetts will protect me 
from all such self-constituted tribunals. They recognize my relation 
to the Church, or any other association, to which 1 voluntarily give 
mynaine: Hut they say to all intruders of that kind, ' Let alone !' 
You will therefore understand, that if Uiose for whom ' the law is 
made ' (Rom. 13) do not incur its penalty, it will be from clemency." 
— N.'s 6tli Letter to Elder M. 

* Made to C. li. Turner. t To H. Tanner. 

I " If brethren suppose that any decision of any council, what- 
ever, cun annihilate our senses, and make us believe contrary to our 
senses, ami restore our confidence in him, we wish now to unde- 
ceive them."—" Vindicator," 3d col. 

( " The articl" headed ' More Secret Workings,' was a tocsin for 
his special friends from all quarters te gather around him. How 
much of the Advent funds were expended la collecting this full 
assembly (the Ut Conference] in Boston, I say not. It has come 

from the ollice that this affair has cost over $1 SOU That this was 

a Conference of Elder Himes' special friends, we have from his own 
lips."— Pom. P. 2ti. 

" This Conference [the 2d one] was formed, as to its leading power, 
of the devoted admirers of Elder Himes."— lb. a. 3!). 

" The Boston [1st] Conferent&was composed of his tried friends, 
drummed up from the various Churches, and 1 was treated more 
like a dog than a brother."— 2d Let. of W. to Eld- M. 

" If you can come, [to the Boston ConferenceJ do so. I subscribed 
$2 to the Mission fund which is not yet paid, and you shall have that 
towards your expenses."— Needham's 3d Let. to Eld. M. 
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shall be happy to accede to any equitable arrange- 
ment. I shall learn their judgment by the response 
they may make, and shall conform to their wishes. — 
If favorable to such reference, the arrangements will 
be consummated on my return from the West. 
Jan. 10th, 1851. J. V. Himes. 

Before receiving the letter of W. and N., we in- 
tended to have issued this sheet on Saturday last, but 
have delayed it one week to give them an opportunity 
to send a reply to our communication. As they have 
not seen fit to reply, we have to give the correspond- 
ence without anything further from them. 

The following certificate of Eld. Gates will show 
the spirit of these men, at the very time they are pre- 
tending to desire an adjustment ; and consequently 
the consideration of which they are worthy. 

Boston, Jan. Ibth, 1851. 

Tins certifies, that in conversation with G. Need- 
ham on Monday, the 13th inst., at Providence^ he 
said he knew J. V. Himes to be "a base and con- 
summate hypocrite," that he (N.) was not sorry for 
any thing he had done, and that if J. V. H. did not 
repent, he " shoidd pursue him with a relentless hand 
to the judgment." That if he did not repent there 
was no salvation for him ; or else there is no judg- 
ment, and that the Bible is not the word of God. He 
called Elder Mansfield "a liar," " a traitor," "a 
Judas," and " no better than Benedict Arnold," — 
saying, " put him down in the category with Judas, 
and let him go to his own place," — with many other 
similar remarks. I. R. Gates. 



Interference of J. Marsh. 

The interest of Mr. Marsh in this business, taking 
" his position in the cross-ways to help on the afflic- 
tion " — has convinced us of his unwotthiness for far- 
ther association, and we have been reluctantly com- 
pelled to withdraw from him all confidence as to his 
impartiality, either from his want of ability to discern 
the right, or of disinclination to conform to it. This 
is the same opinion which for years we have feared 
we should be compelled to entertain of him; and it is 
the same that W. and N. havo expressed respecting 
him and others of their present associates. 

Thus Needham writes Jan. 14th, 1850 ; "I am 
grieved to see the fooleries some arc going into — fa- 
ther Wilson with his snakeism, and [Joseph] Turner 
with his et id omne genus." 

Again, on the 23d of January, he writes : " There 
are some four or five here, who would be glad to have 
Cook, Turner, et id omne genus Tur- 
ner is impudent as S . ^Go it, cripples ! What 

a consummate Marsh is ! 1 think Bro. Jones' 

discussion with Campbell jis very unprofitable — I 
fear C. was never converted." 

At another time he writes, he is satisfied that 
" Marsh is a hypocrite." And to Bro. B. Morley, 
Feb. 28, 1850, speaking of Marsh's cruel treat 
ment of Bro. M., N. writes :— 

" I determined to stop the ' Harbinger,'' when I 
saw his treatment ; and now I am more confirmed, 
since he has added insult to injury. It our brethren 
will sustain a man in such a dictatorial position, I de- 
sire to know it. I told my wife near a year ago, that 
I really feared he [Marsh] was a Jesuit ! Not a 
Protestant one, but a Caiholic one. You know that 
the Jesuits do insinuate themselves every where — 
but if he is not, he is a reflection." 

Letter from Elder J. D. Boyer. 

The following letter will not only show the opin- 
ion of VV. respecting M., but also that he coveted the 
chair editorial of the Herald at an earlier date than 
we had supposed. On his way West from his visit 
to this city, in 1848, he passed through Centre Co., 
Pa., where he visited Elder Boyer, as per letter : 

Milesburg, Pa., Nov. 12, 1850. 

Dear Bro. Himes : — The time has come when 
all true hearted Adventists should speak out, and 
give you all the facts they are in possession of res- 
pecting the course pursued by Mr. J. P. Weethee. 

1 consider the course he has pursued towards you 
to be unchristfan-like and very ungentlemanly. I 
will give you the conversation which passed between 
Mr. Weethee and myself in the fall of '48 — Nov. 5 
to 12, on his visit to us. The first was about Bro. 
Marsh's finding fault with Weethee for speaking of 
you as a " perfect commander." He stated that he 
had no confidence in Marsh as a Christian — that he 
was not honest in the course he pursued, and was a 
great fault finder. He further stated, that Marsh 
wanted him to write for the "Harbinger," and that he 
would not do it ; for he had no confidence in him or 
in his paper. He then stated that he was on his way 
West, to make arrangements to return East ; and 
that you had made him a very fair offer to assist in 
writing for the Heiald. He remarked, that he was 
surprised at the loide circulation of the " Herald," 
and the number of subscribers it had — the number 1 
do not recollect. He also said that it was well for 
every learned man to know his place, and that some 
one not so well educated [as he, Weethee, was. ' !] would 
do West, and he would go East. He also stated 
that to keep up an interest in the circulation of the 
" Herald," they needed some one more learned in 
the office ; and more than that, he intimated in his 
conversation, that it would not be ?;ery long before he 
would be EDITOR of the " Herald " ! ! I think 
he said it would be well to have a change. 

I did not like his manner of fault-finding. He spoke 
disrespectfully of Bro. Litch and his Church. He 
thought that Bro. Litch had influenced his Church 
against him, in his views on his Armageddon. He 
remarked that when Bro. E. Burnham was to preach 
in Philadelphia, they could publish his notice in the 
papers, but there was nothing of the kind done for 
rum. 



The above is the substance of his conversation, as 
near as I can recollect. When I saw in the " Herald " 
the course he had pursued toward yon, it did not 
much surprise me ; for I was fearful that if you did 
not let him publish what, and when he pleased, that 
you would have trouble with him. I would say in 
conclusion, if you think there is any thing in the 
above worthy of notice, you are at liberty to make it 
public. Yours in love, J. D. Boyer. 

From the above it seems that he had purposed as 
early as at that time, to reach the editorial chair of 
the Herald. Its extensive circulation had astonished 
him ; and he coveted the position which he hoped 
there to reach. His excessive egotism and jealousy, 
are also apparent — the two qualities which have 
caused his fall. He was, in his own estimation, so 
learned, that others could fill his place West, and he 
could be more useful than they elsewhere. He ad- 
vanced a similar idea in the Heraldo? March 3d, 1849, 
when he said of his return East : " There are men 
fitted for all stations ; and he is truly wise that knows 
his place. On this point I have been somewhat in 
the dark There are some fields where the un- 
educated can do more than the learned. This fact 
gives me some light as to my duty." 

The opinion expressed of Marsh was mutual be- 
tween them ; for as late as Dec. 1850, Marsh said 
to Elder L. D. Mansfield, that he had " no more 
confidence in N. and W. than he had before, and had 
refused their articles." This was said to induce El- 
der M. to recommence a discussion in the Harbinger, 
which he had discontinued on becoming convinced of 
the unworlhiness of the editor and correspondent for 
further exchange of courtesies. 

Action of the Church in Albany* 

The position of W. and N., as developed by the ful 
exposure of their secret workings, and the subsequent 
action of the Harbinger, have caused the friendsevery 
where to feel not only disgust, but that some expres- 
sion of disapprobation should be made respecting 
those who could thus disregard the plainest evidence 
of truth and duty. The Church in Albany spoke as 
follows : — 

Proceedings of the Second Advent Church at Albany, 
N. Y., on the subject of the grievous difficulties be- 
tween Elder J. V. Himes and Elders J. P. Weethee, 
G. Needham, and others. 

The proceedings originated in remarks made to the 
Church and congregation in the afternoon of Sabbath, 
Nov. 3d, inst., by Bro. A. North and others, arrest- 
ing attention to the position taken by Elder J. Marsh 
on the subject of said difficulties, as published edito- 
rially in the "Advent Harbinger" of 2d inst., in 
which article he adjudges Elder Himes guilty, at 
least, in part, of the charges preferred against him 
by said Weethee, etc., and justifies them in the course 
they have pursued, — thus throwing the influence of 
the " Harbinger " against Elder H., and in favor of 
the course pursued by his accusers. The Church, 
after listening to Temarks as above, decided to act, in 
order, on the subject that evening. 

Second Advent Chapel, evening of Nov. 3d, 1850. 
The object of the meeting having been explained, 
Elder H. H. Gross was called to the chair ; when, 
after remarks from several brethren on the course 
proper to be pursued, it was voted unanimously to 
proceed to the election of a committee of five breth- 
ren, members of that Chutch, whose duty it should 
be to take into consideration, and thoroughly investi- 
gate the accusations and proceedings of Elders Wee- 
thee, Needham, etc., on the subject under considera- 
tion, and also the defence and proceedings of Elder 
Himes, — together with the proceedings and decision 
of Elder Marsh on the same ; — and said committee 
to report the results of their investigations for the ac- 
tion of the Church, on Sabbath evening of 10th inst. 
The committee elected were, Brn. H. H. Gross, A. 
North, J. Mayell, J. Scott, and J. Goldwait. 

Advent Chapel, evening Nov. 10. 
The meeting having been called to order, and its 
object explained, to be, to hear and act upon the re- 
port of the committee appointed at the meeting of the 
3d inst., of which this is an adjournment, Bro. J. W. 
Andrews was elected chairman, and Bro. F. Glad- 
ding Secretary. The report of the committee was 
called for and read, which was as follows : 

Beloved Brethren and Sisters : — As this 
Church look action on the subject under consideration 
at an early date, by letter addressed to the adjourned 
Boston Conference, dated June 23d ult., in which we 
declared that " we fully and frankly disavow all fel- 
lowship with those persons whose plans are in the 
dark, in reference to destroying his (Elder Himes') 
character, and placing the ' Herald ' and publication 
business in other hands;" and that, "if he (Bro. 
H.) has erred, let that error bs treated as the gospel 
directs ; and until an error be shown in a Christian 
manner, we, as a body, believe that the present course 
of Bro. Himes and the ' Herald ' should be sus- 
tained ;" — it is now deemed our duty to briefly re- 
hearse the leading facts in the history of these diffi- 
culties, and then compare the statements of Elder 
Marsh with the same, that all may readily perceive 
the ground of our decision. 

In the first part of May last, information was ex- 
tended to Elder J. V. Himes, that Elders J. P. Wee- 
thee, G. Needham, and others, had been engaged for 
some time in a plan, founded upon efforts and accu- 
sations seriously affecting his moral character, to ef- 
fect a transfer of the " Advent Herald " and publi- 
cation business from the control and ownership of El- 
der Himes to the Advent Conference, or body. — 
Reports, insinuations, and charges were communi- 
cated, in confidence, to various brethren in different 
parts of the country, arousing them to a suspicion 
that a " reform " was needed, and putting them on 
the alert to be prepared for action at the New York 
Conference, to be held the second week in May. — 
Those brethren, — movers in the plan, — thus had 



" aught against a brother," yet all who were made 
acquainted with the plan were enjoined to keep all se- 
cret from Elder H. until it should be ready to be di- 
vulged and acted upon in N. Y., — (indeed, the plan 
was kept wholly from the knowledge of Elder H. till 
three days previous to the Conference), — at a mo- 
ment when Elder H. would be far from home, unsus- 
picious of an attack, and hence unprepared foe a 
defence. We claim such a plan to be in violation of 
the " law of love," and contrary to every " principle 
of impartial righteousness." 

Elder Himes, suddenly aroused and thrilled by 
learning of the dark plan to effect his ruin, published 
an article in the " Herald " of May 18th, entitled, 
"More Secret Workings," which is proved to have 
been called for and true, by the correspondence of 
Elder Needham and others, and other facts since 
published in the " Supplement to the Advent Her- 
ald," of Sept. 14th. On the 14th of May, Elder 
Himes submitted the painful subject to the Chardon- 
street Church, of which he was a member, and Eld. 
Weethee the pastor, for their investigation ; but no 
charges were presented to the Church until about 
May 28th, at the close of the Boston Conference ; 
and the committee of said Church dismissed the 
charges about June 13th without a report — declaring 
them to be " unworthy of further notice," — " dead," 
and " not the subject of further action." 

Thus charges seriously affecting his moral charac- 
ter were denied an investigation, and Elder H., as a 
last resort, called a council of nine brethren, June 
24th, to sit in the adjourned Boston Conference, ap- 
pointed for the 25th, in Chardon-street Chapel, and 
publicly investigate said charges, and report their de- 
cision to the Conference. That was done, and the 
proceedings and report of the Council were approved 
by the Conference, and published in the " Herald " 
of June 29th and July 6th, by which it will be seen 
that Elder H. was fully acquitted. On the 30th of 
June, Elder Weethee, and a few others, left the 
Chardon-street Church, and from that time held sep- 
arate meetings in other parts of the city of Boston, 
while the Chardon-street Church and Society contin- 
uedto occupy Chardon-street Chapel, and about the 1st 
of July fully justified the course of Elder H. and the 
" Heiald," acquitted him of the charges, and elected 
him as pastor of said Church, in place of Elder Wee- 
thee, who had gone out from it. On July 31st, Eld. 
W. and the party adhering to him, summoned Elder 
Himes to appear before them at the house of M. 
Wood, in Gardiner-street, August 1st, for trial upon 
seven new charges, which they had instituted against 
him. Of course such an unchristian summons was 
treated with neglect. The proceedings and results 
of that so-called " trial " constitute the " pamphlet " 
of 136 pages, which we, probably, have all seen and 
deplored. Men who can resort to such an unchris- 
tian expedient, and to the publication of such a work 
of falsehood and slander, to carry out their plans 
against " a brother," we regret to be obliged to say, 
cannot have our confidence and fellowship. It should 
be noticed, that those charges were substantially the 
same as those which had been before the Chardon- 
street Church while Elder W. was pastor, and were 
ihen declared "dead and buried," and " unworthy of 
further notice;" and also the same as had been be- 
fore the council, and by them thoroughly investigated 
in a public conference, and declared to be unfounded 
in truth and usustained. Hence, at one time Elder 
W. and his party can declare a subject " dead," and 
" not the subject of further action," — " unworthy of 
further notice," — and soon after can galvanize it to 
life again, magnify and exaggerate it, and make 
themselves believe that it is sufficiently worthy " of 
further notice " lo demand an ex parte trial, and a 
pamphlet of 136 page3 to parade the same before the 
Church and the world. Consistency is a jewel I 

The pamphlet was distributed about the latter 
week in August, and the unblushing falsehood on the 
title-page shall suffice us as a sample of the whole 
work. The title commences thus — " The trial of 
Elder J. V. Plimes before the Chardon-st. Church," 
etc. — referring to the affair at the house of M. Wood, 
in Gardiner-street, from and after August 1st. No- 
tice — that the Chardon-street Church yet continued 
to worship in Chardon-street Chapel, with Elder J. 
V. Himes for pastor, while a disaffected few were 
holding meetings at other places, and yet impudently 
claiming to be the Chardon-street Church ! and under 
these circumstances, went through with what they 
called a " trial of Elder J. V. Himes," — themselves 
being not only accusers, but judge, jury, witnesses, 
etc. ; — they published their proceedings to the world 
in a pamphlet, entitled — " The Trial of Elder J. V. 
Himes before the Chardon-street Church ! ! " 
Truth is fallen in the streets! As well might the 
Church worshiping in this chapel, in the city of Al- 
bany, claim to be the Chardon-street Church. 

The " Supplement to the Advent Heiald," pub- 
lished Sept. 14th, contains a consistent and triumph- 
ant defence, — showing from the correspondence of 
Elder Needham and others, that the article in the 
"Herald" of May 18th, entitled, "More Secret 
Workings," was called for and true, — and also show- 
ing, that the letter of this Church to the Boston Con- 
ference, dated June 23d ult., was true. 

As the " Vindicator," published by Elder Wee- 
thee in Oct. ult., is unworthy of notice, we turn to 
the case of Elder J. Marsh, whose course in refer- 
ence lo this subject and final decision, we will briefly 
trace from the columns of the " Advent Harbinger." 

The first notice taken by Elder Marsh of this pain- 
ful affair, is found in the " Harbinger " of July 13th, 
where he refuses to "enter into the details of the 
case now," and adds, " neither are we prepared to 
express an opinion where the wrong lies, or who is 
in the fault; for this would be judging an unheard 
matter." Is there any truth in this statement of El- 
der Marsh, when the proceedings before the Chardon- 
street Church, and before the council in the Boston 
Conference, had been published in full in the " Her- 
ald " from May 18th to July 6th ? Yet we are coolly 
informed by Elder M. in the " Harbinger " of July 
13th, that it is " an unheard matter." After such a 
statement, we ought not to be surprised at anything 
that may come from Elder M. 

Again. In the " Harbinger" of October 5th, we 
read, that " The contending parties are ministers of 
acknowledged talents and influence," and that " such 
is the intrinsic nature of the case in all its bearings, 



and such the skill of the contending parties in manag- 
ing their respective side of the question, as to make 
it extremely difficult for very many to render a speedy 
and a righteous judgment." But we say, that the 
evidences of secret and wrong doings on the part of 
Elder H.'s accusers, of exaggeration and perversion 
of truth, etc., are so clear and prominent, that the 
many, as well as a very few, may understand. 

But we turn to the conclusion of Elder M 's cotiTse 
on this subject, as found in the " Harbinger " of (he 
2d in3t., — article headed, " Boston difficulties," in 
which Elder M. attempts to give the " history " of 
said difficulties, and, after covering up the iniquitous 
proceedings of Elder3 W., N., etc., in their secret 
plan, up to the time of the article in the " Herald " 
of May 18th, headed, " More Secret Workings," he 
continues the history thus : 

" Soon after this, Bro. Himes appealed to the 
Chardon-st. Church for redress, where seven charges 
were prelerred against him. But, when he found, 
or apprehended, that their decision would go against 
him, he left the meeting, and called a council at his 
own house, of his own choosing, and cited his ac- 
cusers to meet him there. This notice of course was 
treated with neglect. The charges, however, were 
considered by that council, which fully acquitted him 
of them all. The Church, however, came to a dif- 
ferent conclusion." 

Now, we feel confident, that Elder M. could not 
have uttered such falsehoods as are contained in the 
above extract in ignorance. The reader is there 
given to understand, that the Chardon-street Church 
continued to investigate the original seven charges 
until and after the appointment and labors of the 
council, even until the said Chardon-street Church 
found him guilty of the same. The unblushing false- 
hood here uttered should alone decide us to withdraw 
all confidence in Elder Marsh, as practising his 
" principle of impartial righteousness." The facts 
were as follows : — That Church abandoned the 
subject, and declared it " dead," and " not a subjeet 
of further action," about the middle of June, two 
weeks before the council acted on the same; and 
that Church never afterwards acted on the subject, 
except about July 1st, to acquit Bro. Himes of the 
charges, by approving the decision of the council, 
and calling Bro. Himes to the pastoral charge. — 
(See "Herald" of July 13th and 27th.) And one 
month after the action of both the Chardon-street 
Church and the Council, a party that had gone out 
from said Church, with Elder Weethee for their 
leader, got up seven new charges, and held an ex 
parte trial at the house of M. Wood, and thpre " came 
to a different conclusion " from the Council. So 
would Judas have come to a different conclusion from 
the eleven whom he had left, — but he would not have 
been the apostolic Church ; neither was that party at 
the house of M. Wood in Gardiner-street the Char- 
don-street Church. 

Again. Elder M. alludes to the charge of Elder 
H.'s representations, that he held the "Heiald" 
and Advent office in Boston, not as proprietor, but 
only as agent, and adds, "This discrepancy between 
his profession and the facts in the case, this gist of 
the matter, Bro. Himes in his defence does not no- 
tice ; which is a tacit admission that it is against 
him." Now, Bro. H. never said he was not proprie- 
tor, but that he had not even "claimed a proprietor- 
ship in it " (the " Herald "). There is'a vast differ- 
ence in being a proprietor in fact, but not putting forth 
a public claim to it, and in being only an agent. Bro. 
H. did notice this point in his defence, in the " Her- 
ald " of Aug. 3d, and also of Oct. 5th, — article, 
" Agency vs. Ownership." Did Elder M. utter these 
untruths designedly, or did he keep himself in igno- 
rance of the contents of the " Herald," and yet put 
forth decisions declared to be on " the principles of 
impartial righteousness V 

As " the principles of impartial justice " do not 
convict Elder Himes as guilty of the charges under 
consideration, — Elder M.'s decision to the contrary 
notwithstanding, — we pursue the subject no further, 
only to express our position in view of all the facts 
in the case, as follows : — That while we admit the 
right of brethren to investigate the public course of 
another brother in a public and open manner, that 
brother being thus informed of the same, yet when 
we see brethren acting secretly to destroy the moral 
character and Christian usefulness of another, in or- 
der to effect his removal from a public and responsi- 
ble station, — even enjoining secrecy in their corres- 
pondence and plans, and when the same are about to 
be made public, ordering the correspondence to be 
burnt, and not published, and all to be continued 
thus in the dark, on penalty of the law, — we feel 
bound to withdraw all confidence and fellowship from 
such secret workers. And as Elder Marsh, in the 
"Harbinger " of Nov. 2d, covers up all these " se- 
cret workings " of Elders Weethee, Needham, and 
others, and gives his readers to understand that their 
course was open, honest, and conducted in a manly 
and Christian manner and spirit, — this, with the 
whole course of Elder M. on the subject, obliges us 
to withdraw our confidence and fellowship from him, 
and our patronage from the " Advent Harbinger." 
Respectfullv submitted. 

H. H. Gross, "] 

A. North, | 

J. Mayell, \ Committee. 

J. Scott, 

J. Goldwait, J 
The above report, after having been received by 
vote of the meeting, and discussed by Brn. Gross, 
Duesler, Mitchell, Mayell, North, and Martin, was 
adopted by an unanimous vote, and a copy ordered to 
be sent to the " Advent Herald " and the " Advent 
Harbinger" for publication. The meeting then ad- 
journed. J. W. Andrews, Chairman. 
F. Gladding, Secretary. 

The above evidence and argument are so clearly 
presented, that all must see their gist,— unless blind- 
ness in part has happened to them. It was be 
cause we arrived at conclusions similar to the above, 
that we concluded, after matuTe deliberation, not to 
receive the Harbinger longer in exchange, as we did 
not wish again ever to see, or hear named, a sheet so 
loaded down every week with opprobrious articles, 
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preferring henceforth to be ignorant of its attack 
and existence, unless it could become an honor to the 
cause, of which we confess we have no expectation. 
Only one other paper, besides the Universalist Trum- 
pet, has taken a similar stand, which is unworthy of 
notice. 

The impartiality of M. will be further seen by the 
following certificate of Bro. H. Tanner : 

I hereby certify, that when Elder Marsh com- 
menced publishing on the subject of the difficulties at 
Boston, 1 pledged to him that both sides of the whole 
question should be sent gratuitously, if he would 
permit them to be mailed to his subscribers. But 
this he refused to do. I then wioteto him what I 
considered to be the facts in the case, and also per- 
sonally explained to him the state of the case, as I 
understood it, after conversing with both sides in 
Boston, asking him to notice them himself; but he 
refused to give any satisfaction about it, or publish 
the evidence as offered him. I then requested Elder 
M. to publish the offer I had made, that his sub- 
scribers might see for themselves what had been of- 
fered them. But that he also declined to do. 

Brooklyn, Jan. 11, 1851. H. Tanner. 



Dr. G. Peirce. 

W. and N. had endeavored to show by Dr. P. that 
he was owing Elder Himes borrowed money, when 
the latter was calling on those indebted to the office 
for the payment of their dues. The point was, that 
H. loaned money when it should only have been used 
for office purposes ; and also that he called on those 
indebted to the office, when he had money to loan, 
and consequently, was in no want of the money. As 
the money was loaned Dr. P., at his urgent request, 
for his accommodation ; as he was several times 
asked for its payment, as he was not forced to pay it 
till convenient ; as Elder H. had borrowed money of 
others to meet the demands of the office, that he might 
accommodate his friend Dr. P., and not incommode 
him in its payment, we felt that to bring up this act 
of kindness and friendship, was exceedingly cruel. 
We now learn that the Doctor did not know, that 
while he was being accommodated, the money W3S 
borrowed of others for his accommodation. The 
following certificate will explain this : 

Boston, Jan. 2d, 1851 
This will certify, that in conversation this day with 
Bro. Himes, he has produced evidence satisfactory to 
me, that he was under the necessity of borrowing 
money at the time I was owing him ; and had I 
known the fact, I should not have made the state- 
ments respecting our business transactions which ap- 
peared in the "Pamphlet" and "Vindicator." 1 
am now satisfied that he should not be blamed on ac- 
count of those transactions — they being made for mv 
accommodation, and not for his. 

George Peirce. 
In this connection we wish to state, that when in 
reply to Dr. P's. statements in the " Pamphlet " and 
Vindicator, we referred to his request to Elder H., to 
unite with him in the purchase of a piece of land, and 
take an interest in his medicines, we did not wish to 
convey the idea that there was any thing wrong or 
dishonorable in those propositions. They were per- 
fectly honorable ; and he was not a speculator in any 
bad sense of that term, it having respect to a single 
proposed honorable transaction. It was only worthy 
of notice, when Mr. Himes was censured for using 
money to accommodate a friend ; for if that was 
wrong, the other would have been worse — we con- 
sider neither wrong. Also in the reference to his 
owing for 10 volumes of the Herald, that he had a bill 
against the office, which the writer did not know of ; 
and the accounts have been settled by balancing the 
one with the other. 



Case of J. Turner. 

In the " Pamphlet" and Vindicator, J. Turner fig- 
ures somewhat conspicuously, by making reference 
to his own trial and conviction on charges of slander 
and falsehood, by a committee in June, 1849. The 
points in his case being sufficiently shown and met in 
the following letter from Bro. I. C. Wellcome, ad- 
dressed to Turner, it will be all the reference thai is 
now necessary to make to it. The letter contains 
some evidence which we were not in possession of, at 
the time T. was tried — all his charges and insinuations 
are alike false and malicious. When he claims that 
he did not tell the story to Bro. Davis, and had not 
falsified, the brethren will perceive how to regard 
Turner's word respecting Mr. Himes. 

This letter was sent to T., with the hope that he 
migbt see his sin and repent ; but hearing nothing 
from it, and seeing him out in the Vindicator, Bro. 
W. considered it duty to give us a copy. 

Letter of I. C. Wellcome. 

Bro. J. Turner,— Dear Sir: — I have, for some 
time past, thought of writing a line to you in refer- 
ence to some things that bear on my mind respecting 
your course as a Christian. I thought of speaking to 
you of them at Westford, but neglected it ; still, I 
think I ought to say something to you about it. You 
know, and so do others, that I have always treated 
you as a brother in Christ ; I have for the most of the 
time so considered you. Since I formed an acquaint- 
ance with you, I have often been warmly attached to 
you, on account of your labors, and the evidences, 
(as I regarded them) that God was with you, yet it 
has so come about, in the course of events, that your 



management, and your conversation, have been such, 
at times, as to cool my affections towards you, andjto 
lead me to think you had fallen. And while I have 
always spoken in your favor to your opposers, I have 
sometimes spoken of my fears of you to your special 
friends, when you and others have been spoken of, in 
matters of your difficulty. I have supposed you to 
be human, and subject to weaknesses, and that the 
things of which I complain originated from your na- 
tive habits, which sometimes obtained the mastery 
over you, and led you a hard road. — But it seems to 
me, you should have learned wisdom by the things 
you have suffered. 

My object now is to confess my surprise that you 
should call up that difficulty between you and Bro. 
Himes, and put it in the hands of his enemies, after 
it had been settled, and you had confessed your 
wrongs, and determined to refrain in future. I do 
not attempt to argue the case of any, or to fasten 
blame on any one in that trial ; but on seeing Bro. 
Churchill's certificate in Mr. Himes' vindication, it 
led me to wonder why he should have called you into 
this trouble. Being at the " Herald " office, I asked 
an explanation, and was told that you had given tes- 
timony for the " Pamphlet." I also stated that I 
thought there must be something wrong about Bro. 
Churchill's testimony ; for it was not as I had heard 
it. This I said unguardedly, as I had determined 
that no one should know that I had ever heard any 
thing about it. I was asked if- 1 had ever heard the 
story. I could but answer in the affirmative. I was 
then asked to certify, but thinking that it might not 
be of any use, as I hoped the case settled, I hesi- 
tated, but promised that I would, if the case should 
demand it. I spoke to Bro. Churchill of the matter 
at Westford, and was informed that you called his 
testimony a fair statement. This surprised me more 
than ever Now, I think you will remember telling 
me (at your house in Poland, when I called to see 
you after Conference had closed, at which Brn. Hale 
and Plummer attended, in the spring of 1848,) many 
things about Bro. Himes, which you thought very- 
wrong ; and among others, that there were some 
" black things against his character ;" and that there 
was " a story afloat that would ruin him," if taken 
up by the brethren. The story was that he had kissed 
an Advent sister, and used other improper liber- 
ties, not specified, that her husband was jealous, and 
made much trouble, &c. I chided you for telling 
this, and asked you, as is my custom, if you " be 
lieved such stuff !" You said others had done as bad 
as that, but you had not much confidence in it, — or 
words to that effect. But, said you, " Bro. Davis, 
of New Bedford, believes it, and he has been one of 
Himes' best friends ; and he has lost all confidence in, 
him," &c. You then told me that Mr. Himes " killed 
a reformation " that was started by your labors in 
New Bedford. How he had abused you, at various 
times ; and' that why F. G. Brown and E. Galusha 
did not act a better part, was because they would not 
be ruled by Himes, &c. You told of Himes' profes- 
sed sacrifices, when, if you had been rightly informed, 
he only had the liberty of the jail yard, when he en 
tered the Advent cause. You said he had a head 
like Napoleon Bonaparte, and that he would be a ty 
rant if it was not for grace. I inquired how grace 
could help him, if he was such a man as you reported 
him ? You thought he had been under grace, and 
was now, at times, but often fell out, or to that, effect. 
You know I contended for him ; for he was a friend 
of mine, and a Christian brother, as I had good reason 
to suppose. I thought I could see imperfections in 
him, and I could see as many in you, and yet re- 
garded you as a brother ; but thought your talk im 
proper, and told you so. I thought you more ex- 
cited than I had ever seen you before. I have never 
mentioned these things to any soul living, and I hoped 
(for a time,) that you had not told them to others ; 
but I have heard by some of your special friends, 
such remarks as led me to think you had soured their 
minds with the same things. 1 do not write these 
things for your injury, or to make you trouble. I 
think you will not so regard it ; but 1 write to you as 
a friend, and to free rny mind to you on this matter, 
and to exhoTt yon to refrain from all conversation that 
leads to evil, and from all reflections on the character of 
a brother, unless called to such a work by a necessity 
in the case. May G< d enable us all to obtain wisdom 
to direct us, grace to keep and control us, until Jesus 
comes to take us hence, when all our imperfections 
will be done away, and we forever saved from the 
snare of the tempter, and enabled to know even as 
we are known. Yours in hope of a peaceful kingdom 
soon, I. C. Wellcome. 

Bro. Himes : — In addition to the things stated 
above, J. Turner told me that " Himes, while travel- 
ing the country, was in the habit of soliciting letters 
of commendation for the 'Herald,' and of writing 
them himself, and getting others to sign them, to puff 
him." He said that many of the letters in the 
" Herald " come in that way. He (Turner) had no 
idea that many of them were ever written by the 
signers, but subscribed to please Himes, &c. 

I. C. Wellcome. 

Hallowell, Oct. Uth, 1850. 



when I went there. A remark in G. Needham's first 
letter to Bro. Mansfield, published in the " Supple- 
ment," will give a little light on this subject. He 
says: "Disclosures have recently been made which 
have disaffected some of Bro. Himes' warmest 
friends," and he mentions my name with others. 
What can he refer to? Does he know of any dis- 
closures made to me, except by J. P. Weethee, that 
disaffected me? I know of none. Being made 
somewhat disaffected by that conversation with Wee- 
thee, I have doubtless made remarks in relation to 
the management of the " Herald "—(not of Bro. 
Himes' moral character) — which otherwise I should 
not have made. 

Brethren Devereaux and Porter, whom Mr. Wee- 
thee refers to, think that I said at one lime that the 
"Herald" and "Harbinger" ought to be burnt, 
which I have no recollection of saying ; but if 1 did, 
they acknowledge it was said because of the contro- 
versy between them ; and it was also after the con- 
versation with Weethee. I am ready to acknowledge, 
as the conductors of the " Herald" already know, 
that I did not approve of all that was said in the 
" Herald " in the controversy with the " Harbinger." 
It gave me discouraging feelings ; and sometimes I 
had not much heart to introduce it to strangers ; but 
I did not then understand the " Harbinger " as well 
as I have done for about three months past. If 1 had, 
I should then have viewed the matter quite differently. 
Although 1 have not agreed with everything I have 
seen in the " Herald," and have thought sometimes 
that a different management might do better ; yet 1 
have always had the most perfect confidence in the in- 
tegrity of Brn. Himes and Bliss, — even after the con- 
versation with W. — I could not think them dishonest. 
And when I saw the course that Needham and Wee- 
thee were taking la.st spring in the Conference, I was 
disgusted with it. I am not satisfied that the con 
ductors of the " Herald " are perfect ; but I am satis- 
fied, that those who have gone against them, and still 
persist in their course, are doing injury to the cause of 
God. The " recent disclosures" have made me a 
warmer friend to Bro. Himes than ever 

J. G. Cummings. 




Letter from Elder J. Cummings. 

A reference to Bro. Cummings in the Vindicator} 
entitles him to the following explanation : 

Claremont, Dec. 21th, 1850. 

Dear Bro. Himes: — Mr. Weethee says in the 
" Vindicator," of Oct. 1850 : " Mr. Cummings came 
to my boarding-house, and introduced the conversa- 
tion, and eased his mind in uttering very freely his 
complaints against the office. Others have heard him 
speak, and were much surprised when they saw his 
name in the 'Herald,' " &c. 

I did go to his boarding-house, but why 1 I was 
about leaving the city ; had not the least intention or 
thought of going there, and bad no particular burden 
on my mind. Had I left as I intended, it would have 
been better for me ; but unluckily, as I was about 
to leave, 1 fell in with Mr. Weethee, and by his 
very urgent solicitation, I, with much reluctance con- 
sented to go. Who commenced the conversation I 
cannot say. He says 1 did. As to easing my mind, 
I can assure Mr. Weethee, that my mind had a much 
heavier load when I left his boarding-house, than 



Attempt at Bribery S ! 

We find that the secret works of darkness are no" 
yet all at an end, as the following letter from Elder 
John Craig will explain : — 

Dec. 18/A, 1850. 
This is to certify, that in the afternoon of Tuesday, 
Dec. 10th, I was at the railroad depot in Natick, 
Mass., when the night train of cars came from Bos- 
ton. As the cars stopped to wait for a train from 
Saxonville, a man stepped from the car3 and inquired 
of a person standing by, if Elder John Craig lived 
about there. The man did not know. Hearing my 
name spoken, I stepped up and asked who he was 
looking for? He said for Elder John Craig. I then 
told him that was my name. He grasped me by the 
hand, giving it a very heaTty shake, holding on to it, 
and exclaiming, " Bless the Lord, Bro. Craig ! Bless 
the Lord, Bro. Craig!" He then beckoned to a 
smaller person standing on the platform of the cars, 
who came up, and I was introduced to him, but not 
he to me. 1 asked them if they came from Boston ? 
The taller one said they came through Boston. I 
then asked his name. He did not answer, but then 
asked, " What do you think of Mr. Himes now?" 
1 said, What is the matter 1 He asked, " Have you 
not seen how he served Mr. Weethee !" I told him 
Iliad read, as I expected, the whole of the affair ; 
and I believed that Mr. Himes was as honest a man 
as walked the streets of Boston. They looked at 
each other and smiled, when the tall one said : 
" Was'nt you sent on a mission to Nova Scotia?" 
1 told them that I went there in the fall of '42, and 
came back in '43.* I think I said about April, '43. 
He then asked : " Was there not $100, or $150, 
sent in to Bro. Himes to the office for you ; and did 
not he keep the money, and send on to you some old 
books and papers?" I told him that Bro. Himes 
sent me a large box of books, amounting to $150 or 
$200, and some money ; that after I returned I think 
Bro. Himes told me that a few dollars were sent in 
by the brethren and sisters for books to be sent to 
me : that he and other brethren had helped me after 
I came back ; that I believed the heft of the Nova 
Scotia Mission came principally from Bro. Himes ; 
and that if they would go to my house and stop with 
me, I would show them the invoice of books and the 
letters I received from Bro. Himes. He thanked 
me, his hand being still on my shoulder, and said 
they could not stop. Then, pressing his hand against 
my shoulder, he began to move one side. I followed 
him. When alone, he put his hand into his pocket 
and said : " Bro. Craig, we have come considerably 
out of our way, for we understood you had considera- 
ble sickness, and are poor ; and if you will just state 
to us thai Bro. Himes received about $200 from the 
Brn. and sisters, to be sent on to you, and thai he sent 
some old books and papers instead, and kept the money, 
I WILL GIVE YOU TEN DOLLARS." I told 
him, it was absolutely fabe, and that if his mission 
was after me, he had found the wrong person. I told 
him I had received some help from the brethren and 
sisters, and that if he was looking for the Lord, he 
had better give up his mission. 

He then turned abruptly towards the cars, the bell 
then ringing, without bidding good bye or shaking 
hands. The smaller one took my hand and said : 
" Good bye, brother," but the larger one said, " Come 
along; he is all on one side." As the cars started 
I said to him : You and your money peiish together. 

1 asked them their names twice, but could not 
learn them, and received no assistance from them. 

description. 

The tall man was, I should think, five feet and ten 
or eleven inches, about thirty, rather slendeT make, 
with a darkish hatchet face, and black hair, as it 
looked in the twilight and by the light of the cars, — 
combed smooth. He had no whiskers, except under 
his chin, wore a black neckerchief or stock, with a 
shirt collar. He had on an outside coat that seemed 
to have a reddish or brownish shade, and plain black 
trowserg, and turn up boots. His cap was either a 
shiny cap, or- else had a shiny band around it. His 



nose was some like, but was not a full Roman nose. 
The teeth of his upper jaw caused that lip to project 
a little, and he spoke with a heavy voice, emphasizing 
his words, and with short and harsh tones. 

The smaller person was about as old, but not more 
than five feet six inches. His face was full and 
round, and of a fresh, florid, or brandy color. His 
hair was inclined to the sandy ; he was shaved smooth, 
was of a round, plump form, and wore a cloth cap — 
said but little. John Craig. 

The above disclosures astonished us as much as 
anything which has transpired in this connection, and 
satisfied ua that no means will be left untried to carry 
their ends. Thus far we have been unable to satis- 
factorily identify the parties; yet we can see " the 
hand of Joab" in the business. Six of Bro. Craig's 
family having been sick, he had been reduced to very 
low circumstances, and ,appe'aled to brethren for re- 
lief. These men, or those who sent them, thinking 
to purchase hiin by the offer often " pieces of silver," 
— tempting him in his poverty, took the cars to Nat- 
ic, Ms. — Bro. Craig's residence. At the time of their 
offer, he was destitute of money, and had in his house 
not wood, flour, or meat to last over another day, and 
knew not where to look for a supply. But he had 
grace to resist the temptation, and virtually to say to 
the tempter: " Get thee behind me, Satan." Afterthe 
cars left he called at the Natick P. O., and there found 
a letter from brethren in Worcester, enclosing six dol- 
lars. That moment, Bro. Craig says, was one of 
the happiest in his life. He had refused to sell his 
conscience for money, when he was in the greatest 
need of it ; and now he had been relieved for the 
time, without perilling his soul. The satisfaction of 
that moment, was greater than all that those tempters 
have enjoyed since. God will ot permit Bro. C. to 
suffer for that act of resistance. 

James Lenfest, who is one of Weethee's parti- 
zans, has manifested more trepidation since this came 
out than any other one. Bro. Craig knows him, and 
says he was not one of those who called on him. 
But why he should feel so alarmed lest this should be 
made public, if he knew nothing respecting it, we 
cannot conceive. We have since, however, learned 
from a letter, that Lenfest has been circulating a 
story at Meredith, similar to the one they attempted 
to bribe Bro. Craig to tell. Whether his less easy 
virtue has been bribed, or he serves as a volunteer, 
will not make his connection with the circulatiou of 
slander any the less remarkable. Brethren should 
understand the position of those who are engaged in 
this warfare. 



* We think the time was one year later. — Ed. 



THE ADVENT HERALD. 

This paper having now been published since March, 1840, the ten 
years of its past existence are a sufficient guaranty of its future 
course, while it may be needed as a chronicler of the signs of the 
times, and an exponent of prophecy 

The object of this periodical is to discuss the great ciuestion of the 
age in which we live— The near approach of the Filth Universal 
Monarchy ; in which the kingdom under the whole heaven shall be 
given to the saints of the Most High, for an everlasting possession. 
Also to take note of such passing events a* mark the present time •, 
and toliold up before all men a faithful and affectionate warning to 
flee from the wrath to come. 

The course we have marked out for the future, is to give in the 
columns of the Herald- 1. The best thoughts from the pens of origi- 
nal writers, illustrative of the prophecies. 2. Judicious selections 
from the best authors extant, of an instructive and practical nature. 
3. A well selected summary of foreign and domestic intelligence, 
and 4. A department for correspondents, where, from the familiar 
letters of those who have the good of the cause at heart, we may 
learn the state of its prosperity in different sections of the country. 

The principles prominently presented, will be those unanimously 
adopted by the " Mutual General Conference of Adventists," held at 
Albany, N. Y., April 29, 1845 ; and which are in brief— 

t The Regeneration of this earth by Fire, and its Restoration to 
its Eden beauty. 

II. The Personal Advent of Christ at the commencement of the 
Millennium. 

HL His Judgment of the Quick and Dead at his Appearing and 
Kingdom. 

IV. His Reign on the Earth over the Nations of the Redeemed. 

V. The Resurrection of those who Sleep in Jesus, and the Change 
of Uie Living Saints, at the Advent. 

VI. The Destruction of the Living Wicked from the Earth at that 
event, and their confinement under chains of darkness till the Sec- 
ond Resurrection. 

VII. Their Resurrection and Judgment, at the end of the Millen- 
nium, and consignment to everlasting punishment. 

VIII. The bestowment of Immortality, (in the Scriptural, and not 
the secular use of this word,) through Christ, at the Resurrection. 

IX. The New Earth the Eternal Residence of the Redeemed. 

X. We are living in the space of time between the sixlh and sev 
enth trumpets, denominated by the angel " quickly :" " The sec- 
ond woe is past ; and behold the third wee cometh quickly"— Rev 
11:14— the time in which we may look for the crowning consumma- 
tion of the prophetic declarations. 

These views we propose to sustain by the harmony and letter of 
the inspired Word, the faith of the primitive church, the fulfilment 
of prophecy in history, and the aspects of the future. We shall en- 
deavor, by the Divine help, to present evidence, and answer objec- 
tions, and meet the difficulties of candid inquiry, in a manner becom- 
ing the questions we discuss ; and so as to approve ourselves to 
every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

These are great practical questions. If indeed the Kingdom of 
God is at hand, it becometh all Christians to make efforts for re- 
newed exertions, during the little time allotted them for labor in the 
Master's service It becometh them also to examine the Scriptures 
of truth, to see if these things are so. What saith the Scriptures ? 
Let them speak ; and let us reverently listen to their enunciations. 



GENERAL, DEPOSITORY 

Of AMERICAN AHD EKGLISH WORKS ON THE PR0»HEC1ES RELATING 
TO THE SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST AND THE MILLENNH M. 

WE have made arrangements with a house in London, to far 
nfeh us with all important English works on the Advent, and 
wlli engage to supply those desiring works of the above character at 
the earliest possible moment. Address, J. V. HIMES, Ofiice of the 
" Advent Herald," No. 8 ChardoB-eureet, Boston. 



The Advent Harp.— This book contains Hymns of the highest 
poetical merit, adapted to public and family worship, which 
every Adventist can use without disturbance to his sentiments. 
The " Harp " contains 454 pages, about half of which is set t 
choice and appropriate music— Price, 60 cts. 



